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1 ACTS Session 10: St Peter’s Un-Kosher

2 Welcome back to our study, the Acts of the Apostles. We are lesson 10 of ACTS Chapter 10. And we're

3 going to begin in prayer, In the name of the Father and the Son of the Holy Spirit. Lord, as you bring us

4  outside of our comfort level, thank you for being with us and empowering us to do the work that is

5 central to your heart and will that all the world will come to know you, and that at the name of Jesus,

6 every knee shall bow, and every tongue confess that you are Lord. Use us, Lord, prepare us to go out

7 into the world to do just that; to proclaim the good news. We pray this in Jesus’ name, Amen. In the

8  father of the Son, and the Holy Spirit. Today, we're in chapter 10 of the Acts of the Apostles. And as |

9 have been studying this myself, and looking back, | put myself in the place of the apostles and | see them
10  atthe very beginning, way back in the Gospel of Matthew, | see them excited to follow Jesus. This is very
11  interesting; a lot of things are kind of matching with the Old Testament. He has a great way of teaching,
12 but as | look back through the eyes of the apostles, | wonder whether they thought that it was really
13  goingto go this far to where not only would they go into Judea and Samaria, but that they would
14  actually be sitting down and having a BLT with Gentiles. | don't know that they had that in mind as to
15 how far God was going to bring them in touching the world because everything that they have known is
16  keeping them from the world. Everything that defines holiness says, Don't touch, don't be a part of that
17  and God has taking this in today's readings, and He is flipping it completely upside down and their world
18 is in a sense being shattered and a new understanding of what holiness is their focus now. And in
19 chapter seven, we saw that Stephen was martyred and this brought on this persecution which caused
20  this explosion of evangelization from Jerusalem to Judea and Samaria, which is difficult for a Jew to go to
21 Samaria. But now we're seeing in the leadership of Peter, we're seeing him experience something that's
22 probably even more shocking and that is he is going to actually sit down and eat with the Gentiles and
23 he's going to be a part of their table ceremonies, which we'll see in a moment was radical for him to do.
24 And in this chapter 10, I've been challenged in my own life with the story of Cornelius and Peter. | am
25  challenged in my own life to look at the barriers between myself and those that in the past | would not
26  have touched, whether it's physically, socially, spiritually, | would not have touched them. But what has

27  Jesus changed in my life that | would touch these people today?

28  Atthe end of chapter nine, we find that Peter ends up in a city called Joppa. And Joppa is about 30 miles
29 south of Caesarea, where the story takes place and Joppa is the home of Simon the Tanner. And we

30 learned in the last session that a tanner is someone who is literally and perpetually unclean because

31 they're dealing with carcasses. And the more they touch the carcass, the more unclean they become,

32  and Peter is going to lodge here with Simon the Tanner. So, this is going to cause some real trouble, but
33 he probably has no idea just how deep this is going to get. So, let's read the first few verses of chapter
34  10about Caesarea on the Mediterranean coast. Those of you that go with us to Israel will go to

35  Caesarea, and you'll see some Roman amphitheater and you will also see the place where Paul was

36  imprisoned Caesarea and then 30 miles south, we go to Joppa where the Tanner was and where this

37 story takes place. (ACTS 10:1-2) At Caesarea, there was a man named Cornelius, a centurion of what was
38  known as the Italian cohort. A devout man who feared God with all his household and gave liberally to
39 the people and prayed constantly to God. We'll stop there just for a second with verses one and two.

40  Cornelius was a centurion and in a sense was a military leader, typically with 100 men or more. He is a
41  man of great responsibility. He is an Italian, a Roman cohort but also a God-fearer. It says that he feared
42  God gnd that term to fear God describes someone who is all interested in Judaism; they are really

43 excited about Judaism. They go to the conferences, they buy the tapes, they get the books, but they're
44 not fully in the covenant. They're not fully a Jew because they stopped short of circumcision. And
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circumcision will become a real stumbling block for people getting into the church and the church is
going to have to decide about this major stumbling block and they will in chapter 15. Paul later and then
the other apostles address people, oftentimes they address them as Israel, but they'll also address them
as God-fearers, those who are not completely in yet and you can see examples of that in ACTS 13:16. It
says, So Paul stood up and motioning with his hand said, Men of Israel, and you that fear God, listen. So,
itis like two different groups of people, Israel, who have been circumcised, and the God-fearers, those
who have not completely come in. | want you to listen too, and the reason is because you are welcome
now into the family, into the covenant relationship and covenant family with God. Now, today we have,
even in a study like this tonight, we may have God-fearers, but in a Catholic sense, we might have God-
fearers here and we've got people that were born, baptized, confirmed and received first communion
that are here today. You're a part of the people of God in full communion with the church. But we might
have people here this evening that are in an RCIA program, or they are in their first or second year of
coming to a study like this, or listening to a tape or watching a video and they are really intrigued with
the church, by in the tapes, books, gone to the conferences, but they have not yet made that decision to
go through the circumcision of the heart and that is baptism, and to come fully into the fullness of
Christ in His Church and all that's a good thing. We're aware in all of our teaching and all of our
evangelization that we have people who are in full communion with the church, but we have others are
still on their way, like the Ethiopian eunuch or the Centurion, this God- fearer. It says in verse three,
about the ninth hour of the day, he (Cornelius) saw clearly in a vision, an angel of God coming in and
saying to him, Cornelius, Cornelius, and he stared at him in terror and said, What is it Lord? And He said
to him_your prayers and your alms have ascended as a memorial before God. Now send men to Joppa.
So, the movement is from Caesarea down 30 miles to Joppa. In this exchange, it takes place on the ninth
hour, and that is really important, the ninth hour in the in the Jewish calendar. And then the day begins
in the morning at six in the morning and you would have nine hours, the ninth hour will be three o'clock
in the afternoon, the time of the evening liturgy. Now, according to Exodus 29, they are required to
have two sacrifices a day. Exodus 29:38 tells us specifically that they've got a morning and an evening,
Now this is what you shall offer upon the altar two lambs a year-old day by day continually. One lamb
you shall offer in the morning, and the other lamb you shall offer in the evening. So, there's a morning
and there's an evening sacrifice according to their calendar, their daily ritual, and the ninth hour is three
o'clock in the afternoon. And it was during this time, the three o'clock offering, that prayers and
sacrifices were offered in the Temple. So, at the three o'clock, you've got prayers, you got sacrifices

.............................................................................................................................

But | want to just take a little bit of a side road to talk about the beauty of having set times of prayer and
sacrifice of praise to the Lord, from the beginning in the beginning of the Bible to the end. You have the
certain liturgy of life; you have a certain movement of life in Israel's life. You have the whole year; the
whole year was ordered so that you would walk through salvation history and the Old Testament. So,
you'd go through the feasts and the feasts would take you through salvation history, and to go back and
revisit all of these, key places in our in our family's life where God interacted with us. And so, you'd have
every year, every month, certain rituals every week; you have the full moon, you then every week, you
would have the Sabbath, Sunday, and then every day, you would have certain times throughout the day
that were special, or in the morning, and then in the afternoon, you are reminded something. And so,
you would give yourself over or humble yourself to the liturgical year, because the liturgical year would
teach you something and keep you focused. And that was the same thing with the day. And that's one
of the things I've so appreciated about the Catholic Church is that we're not meant to just go out there

5/25/24 www.ascension Press.com 2



89
90
91
92
93
94
95
96
97
98
99
100
101
102
103
104
105
106
107
108
109
110
111
112
113
114
115
116
117
118
119
120
121
122
123
124
125
126
127
128
129
""""" 130
131

COPYRIGHT DO NOT COPY FOR TEACHING PURPOSES ONLY

and live our lives willy-nilly by the Spirit or whatever, but that God gives us a track to follow in our daily
life. And one of the things | recommend to people all the time is, you know the watches that they have
the 1700 alarms on them. You know what | am talking about, 1000s of alarms? Set one of them for three
o'clock in the afternoon so that when three o'clock in the afternoon rolls around you hear BEEP, BEEP,
BEEP. It just reminds you, it's that time where | can just offer up a sacrifice of praise to the Lord, no
matter what I'm doing. So, at work, just underneath my breath, and you can say, Lord, thank you. And |
remind myself twice a day if | need to pray and thank you for this. See, one of the things that | used to
think when | was a Protestant pastor, not that all Protestant pastors would think this, but | did was that
this whole idea of the liturgical year, and the daily prayer, these were just rules. And thank God | am
delivered from rules. And | am delivered from all this pomp and circumstance and regulations, and I'm
just free in the Spirit. But what's so funny about that is this betrays everything about me when it comes
to sublime moments and very special moments in my life. You see when we do have special moments in
our life, we heap ritual on because we cannot adequately say the meaning here. So, what do we do we
bring things, ritual and we heap it on to show what we cannot say. Let me give you an example. The very
same people would say, I'm just free in Christ. They're free. | don't want crosses, don't want an altar. |
don't want any | just want to be free and LISTEN to the Spirit. See if they have that same attitude on
their wedding day. Where everybody shows up and they have the white dress and they have the candles
and they have the runway and everything and the bride goes, | don't know. We just want to be free.
How many of y'all think that would fly? That wouldn't fly because the bride and the groom have said this
is so special. so sublime, that we cannot adequately communicate to you what is happening here. We
need symbols, we need ritual, we need to heap it on more than ever to show this moment that we
have a bride and a groom and a covenant. We have the runway, we have the white dress, spotless. |
mean it goes on and on and on though giving away of the daughter by the Father and we give rings.
Really, | have to do that and say I'm free? You know, I'm free. | love you. But I'm not to be bound to all
this ritual. No, | want this because this says, what | can't say. | can't communicate accurately what this
says that I'm going to cover. So, you know, you see what I'm saying. So, when it comes time to this time
for prayer, | said all that to say this, there's nothing wrong with set times prayer, of set times of prayer
in your life, like three o'clock in the afternoon. And what's so interesting here about is three o'clock in
the afternoon, the ninth hour, it was the time of the evening sacrifice. And what's happening here is
that the prayers of the Gentiles are being accepted in the evening sacrifice. At the same time that the
evening sacrifice in the Temple is going up to the Lord, there's a Gentile, somewhere else praying and
God is hearing that prayer of a Gentile. This three o'clock visit is an afternoon thing. We saw this in the
Old Testament. Remember, Daniel 9? Daniel is an exile up in Babylon and Daniel prays and seeks God in
chapter nine. He repents on behalf of the nation, and he does it when? The hour of prayer. Well, | tell
you what this lesson has done for me is it just reminded me that if I've got serious business to do with
God, then maybe | have to have a date with three o'clock. Maybe | need a date with three o'clock that |
need to spend that no matter where I'm at, to spend a moment at work, go use the restroom, for
whatever it might be just a date with God, three o'clock, | got business. That's when Daniel sought God
and it's when Gabriel came to him and told Daniel that night that the exile would be extended 70 times
seven years. That was at the ninth hour that it took place in Daniel 9:4-21. (ACTS 10:3) and Cornelius
stared at him (Gabriel), and he (Cornelius) said, What is it, Lord, he (Gabriel) said to him, your prayers

sacrifice. And now God has accepted the Gentiles prayers in place of the evening sacrifice.
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Now another interesting thing about this, because we're talking here in chapter 10 about this expansion
of the kingdom and going where, remember that Star Trek theme song, going where no man has gone
before? You could say this chapter 10 is going more no Jew has gone before. And that's going to be to
like a great big barbecue; this would be mind-shattering. But where does this take place? What cities are
at stake here? Joppa. Chapter nine ends with Peter going to Joppa and in this chapter here we have
Caesarea coming into the picture with Cornelius. Joppa is the place that he's going to. Did anybody
remember last week? | said that Joppa, in the Old Testament has something to do with this, gave kind
of a little bit of an assignment there. Did anybody get that? What the connection between Joppa in the
Old Testament and Joppa in the New Testament?

JONAH: The connection is that Joppa comes up in the Old Testament in the book of Jonah. Jonah

does not want to go and tell the Assyrians the good news. He doesn't want to go to the Gentiles and tell
them the good news. So, John 1:3, mentions that he ends up going to Joppa and from Joppa out. So,
Joppa is the place where they go out to reach the Gentiles in the Old Testament. That’s interesting, and
where are they going for the first Gentile convert? To Joppa. And so, Joppa has this central theme. What
was kind of interesting about this is, | haven't read much of this in commentaries. And every once in a
while, you think to yourself, you know what, | might have discovered something, | might have. Maybe
I'm seeing something here that nobody else has seen including Augustine and Jerome And then for quite
a while, | would read, read and read No, | didn't read anything about it. Nobody was drawing the
correlation between Joppa in the old (testament) and Joppa in the new (testament). And on top of that,
another interesting point (and remind me to get back to you about for scholars in Denver), but in
Matthew 16, do you remember what Jesus calls Peter? Peter is the one that is going to be with
Cornelius in Joppa. What does he call Peter in Matthew 16? He says, Blessed are you, Simon Bar-Jona,
son of Jonah. And that's odd. You know why that's odd, because everyone understands Peter’s father to
be John and we get that from John 1:42, and 21: 15-17. So, in both of those instances, it's understood
that Peter’s father is John, not Jonah. But in Matthew 16, He (Jesus) calls him, Simon Bar-Jona. Why
would he do that? I've read | bet you three dozen commentaries on this question. And none of them
have an answer. And they all say, Well, maybe it's a mistake. Maybe there was a misspelling. We're not
exactly sure. Nobody wants to comment on this very much at all. Unless, of course, Jesus is using his
rabbinic way of teaching and drawing the correlation with Peter and Jonah, that both are going to be a
part of the message to the Gentiles, that Peter is going to be a part of accepting, which he has to, his
first hope, that very first Gentile into the church, and Jonah, in the Old Testament, going out to the
Assyrians to proclaim the good news. Well, back to Denver, | finally thought, I'm going to tell three of my
scholar friends, they'll got PhDs, I'm going to tell them what | have been seeing here for the last four or
five years. So, we're sitting out on the back porch, having some pizza and | said to these guys, (they're
very bright scholars, degrees from all over the world), and | started to explain the relationship between
Jonah, and Peter, and Joppa, and Simon bar, Jonah. And all of them said, Wow, I've never seen that
before. That's good. That is really, really good. I'm thinking, okay, maybe that's going to be the one thing
that | might see. I've learned since that someone else has already thought of all of it. 10 minutes later, a
scholar from Jerusalem, who is Danish comes to the house, sits down, nobody says a thing, and he starts
just talking as he's waiting on his pizza, very casually about the relationship between the old and the
new, For example, we have with Peter in Joppa, and we have Jonah in Joppa. And | looked at him and |
looked at the guys now and then it's gone. Right there. For me, it's been taken from me. He just casually,
just kind of a little, like, everybody knows that. So that was my little brush with possible theological
theme, which | know now is probably never going to happen. That anytime you think you've discovered
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something, somebody comes by, and it’s just a matter of fact; they happen to know it. But the whole
point here is that there's this correlation between the old and the new. So, in ACTS 10:5 it says, Now
send some men to Joppa and bring one Simon who is called Peter, he has lodging with Simon a tanner,
whose house is by the seaside. When the angel who spoke to him had departed, he called two of his
servants and a devout soldier from among those that waited on him and having related everything to
them, he sent them to Joppa. So, you see, the next day as they were on their journey and coming near
the city, Peter went up on the house top to pray about the sixth hour and he became hungry and
desiring something to eat. But while they were preparing it, he fell into a trance and saw the heavens
opened, and something descending like a great sheet, let down by four corners upon the earth. Now,
back then, the houses had flat roofs, usually that have an exterior stuff up to the top. But it was nothing.
It was a common practice to sit up on the top during the day and have like a siesta, allow the breeze to
come through with a little bit of an awning. So, the top of the house was very useful. And Peter while
he's up there, falls into what is called here sort of a trance, which can be translated like a visionary type
of trance, perhaps like what we hear about at different places around the world with visionaries or
some mystical state that they are in where it's not completely asleep, but you're not awake, but you're
in some state where God is working with you. He's dealing with you; he's speaking to you in some way.
Well, during this time, he saw Heaven open and something descending like a great sheet, let down by
four corners upon the earth, (which was four corners of the whole earth), all of it, the whole earth. We
begin to see here the hints of the inclusion of the Gentiles in God's covenant family, with the four
corners particularly mentioned in the sheet. In it were all kinds of animals and reptiles and birds of the
air, which is in the Old Testament, the way of distinguishing between clean and unclean is the animal
kosher laws that were developed under the Mosaic law. (ACTS 10:13), And there came a voice to him,
Rise, Peter, kill and eat. Now this must have been a shock because Peter said, No Lord, for | have never
eaten anything that is common, or unclean. Now the closest that | could come to that in my whole life is
that several years ago someone wanted me to go with them to White Castle (restaurant chain). And
true story, | said to them, A White Castle has never touched these lips. Never I've never had a White
Castle in my life. We didn't call them White Castles when | was in high school; we had other names for
with Peter. To some degree, because a White Castle has never touched these lips. (Peter) | have never
eaten anything that is common or unclean. And the voice came to him again a second time. What God
has cleansed; you must not call common. This happened three times, and the thing was taken up at
once to heaven. Three times. That happened three times.

Now to show you what kind of a shock this was, we have to understand the worldview of the Jews in
terms of eating and in terms of associating with Gentiles. The Pharisees have a very deep tradition in the
kosher laws and the eating laws were developed even to new heights during the exile in the Old
Testament while they were in Babylon. For the first time, they didn't have their Temple and a lot of the
laws dealt with Temple and they didn't have a Temple anymore. Jeremiah writes about this the
lamenting the destruction of Jerusalem, in Lamentations. And so, what do they do when they were in
exile? They history records that they shifted the importance of the Temple laws to the table. And the
table and the laws of kashrut, though the kosher laws became central and very important. And you
would judge your level of holiness based on who you ate with, and who you touched, and so forth.
Well, the Pharisees were deep, deep into tradition, and believed in the Written Torah, but they also
believed in the tradition given to Moses on Mount Sinai. That tradition was later codified about 200
years after Jesus, and it was called the Mishnah missioner. That's the tradition with the Written Torah.
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220  The Jews believed that God gave the fullness of the Word in written form and in tradition at Mount
221 Sinai. But then the Jews also believed that the commentary on the Mishnah, (called the Gomorrah) that
222 the Mishnah and the Gemara together is called the Talmud. You've heard that term taboo before Torah
223 Talmud, written in the tradition, Torah Talmud, well in the Mishnah 229 times out of 341 rabbinic texts
224 relate to table fellowship. That is how and who, when we eat, who we eat with. That's how important
225 all of this is. And suddenly, in the midst of it, Peter has this incredible vision. It's unbelievable his vision.
226  And hesaysin ACTS 10:14, No Lord, for | have never eaten anything that is common or unclean. God
227  comes back a second time. What God has cleansed you must not call common. Now, verse 17 goes on,
228  with more instruction. But before we move on there, what is happening here, what is what is happening
229  with the lifting of these dietary laws, the dietary laws of the Old Covenant are being lifted, and in fact,
230  were lifted earlier by Jesus in Mark 7: 19. And so we know that these dietary laws are going to be lifted,
231 because they really serve a deeper purpose than just eating pig or pork and shellfish, and all of that,
232  they represent the righteousness of the people of God and the unrighteousness or uncleanness of the
233 Gentiles. There's a distinction between foods. And this distinction between foods is, as one of my
234  favorite Scholars has said, an allegory for the moral and religious distinction between Israel clean
235 Gentiles unclean. So, lifting this ban on unclean foods sends the message that Gentiles are no longer
"""""" 236" ----unclean; butthey are free-and cleansed evenas-Gentites-to come-into-the-ehurch.- So,-in-verse-17; While -------------------
237 Peter was inwardly perplexed as to what the vision which he had seen might mean, Behold, the men
238  that were sent by Cornelius having made inquiry for Simon's house, stood before the gate and called out
239  to ask whether Simon, who was called Peter was lodging there. And while Peter was pondering the
240 vision, the Spirit said to him, Behold, three men are looking for you rise and go down and accompany
241 them without hesitation. So that's, that's what he did. He, he accompanied them.

242 Now, | want to move down for the sake of time to verse 20, (Angel) Rise and go and accompany them
243 without hesitation, he goes down to the man and said, | am the one you are looking for, what is the

244 reason for your coming? And they said, Cornelius, a centurion, and upright and God-fearing man, who is
245  well spoken of by the whole Jewish nation was directed by a holy angel to send for you to come to his
246 house, and to hear what you have to say. So, he called them in to be his guests. The next day, he rose
247  and went off with them, and some of the brethren from Joppa to Caesarea. So once again, we have the
248  movement from Joppa outward, like Jonah. And Peter is going to go to Assyria, and he is going to talk
249  with him. Now, this lifting of the of the food, the ban on the food is important to remember as many of
250 the laws, the kosher laws, aren't just simply a health thing like seafood, and so forth. But many of them
251  are tied to Egyptian practices. This is important. So why can’t they give this up? It was so important all
252  the time. Why can’t they give this up? It was tied to Egyptian practices. For example, the kosher laws
253  stem from this idea that you shall not boil the meat in the mother's milk, which was a practice of the
254  Egyptians. So, they would separate the milk and the meat. And he got to the point where they actually
255 had separate kitchens where no meat and milk next to each other in those kitchens, but why would they
256  be allowed now to dismiss this? Well, because All is fulfilled in Jesus Christ, he has fulfilled everything.
257 And now this is not the standard anymore, but the standard is Christ, Christ as the standard of holiness,
258 not these laws that are passing away. Now I'm going to turn the attention for the sake of time, moving
259 on just a little bit here to verse 23. The next day he rose and went off with them, and some of the

260 brethren from Joppa accompanied him. On the following day, they entered Caesarea. Cornelius was
261 expecting them and had called together his kinsmen and close friends. When Peter entered, Cornelius
262 met him and fell down at his feet and worshipped him. Peter lifted him up saying, Stand up, | too am a
263  man. And as he talked with him, he went in and found many persons gathered and he said to them, You
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yourselves know how unlawful it is for a Jew to associate with or to visit anyone of another nation, but
God has shown me that | should not call any man uncommon or unclean. So, when | was sent for, | came
without objection when you sent for me. This whole issue of unlawful or un- clean. In Ephesians 2:11-16

Paul writes, Therefore remember, that at one time you, Gentiles in the flesh, called the uncircumcision,

time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel, and strangers to the covenants
of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. But now in Christ Jesus, you who once were
far off have been brought near in the blood of Christ. For he is our peace, who has made us both one,
and has broken down the dividing wall of hostility by abolishing in his flesh, the law of commandments
and ordinances that he might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, and
might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby bringing the hostility to an end.

And so, if Christ is the reason that we can give up these kosher laws, now, he's the one that has won the
victory. He is the level of holiness, and He is saying, Do not call anyone from the past unclean, because
up till now, there are certain people in society that can look at your state in life, where you from what
your last name is, what you eat, all of that is going to be a barrier between us. And the reason is because
in the old covenant, my level of righteousness is not strong enough to withstand the attack of your
unrighteousness. There needs to be some barriers between us here. There needs to be barriers
between us. Well, Jesus changes all of this, and makes obedience and mercy a sign of holiness, and love
and kindness and justice. And so, I'm thinking now, practically, the moral sense of all of this is, how
does this relate to me? Are there people in my life that | have this barrier, that | am prejudice, that | am
prejudging them, and that I'll never get within voice shot of them, I'll never be able to touch them
because I've already pre-judged the Samaritans. I've already pre-judged the Gentiles and those who eat
pork. If | already can take on different categories of people who physically don't take care of themselves.
Is that going to be the barrier? Is that what's going to prevent Christ from entering that person's life?
The way they smell? That what's going to stop? Is that going to stop the love of Jesus? What are these
areas now? One of the great things Paul wrote to the Galatians 3, and then | want to tell you an
interesting story, which | don't think many of you knew up until this year, about Mother Angelica. In
Galatians 3:13, Christ redeemed us from the curse of the law, having become a curse for us, foritis
written, Cursed be everyone who hangs on a tree, that in Christ Jesus, the blessing of Abraham might
come upon the Gentiles, that we might receive the promise of the Spirit through faith. Verse 28, There is

neither Jew nor Greek, there is neither slave nor free, there is neither male nor female, for you are all
one in Christ Jesus, and if you are Christ, then you are Abraham's offspring, heirs according to the
promise, the blessing of Abraham, I'm clear back in Genesis 12, was meant to come upon the Gentiles.
But the only way that it could is if someone fulfilled all righteousness which Christ fulfills the law in the
Catechism of the Catholic Church and Article 761. Listen to what it says here, talks about the church
prepared for in the Old Covenant. The gathering together of the people of God began at the moment
when sin destroyed the communion of men with God, and that of men among themselves. The
gathering together of the church is as it were, God's reaction to the chaos provoked by sin. This
reunification is achieved secretly in the heart of all peoples in every nation, everyone who fears him
does what is right is acceptable to God. Now, these last few months, since Mother Angelica’s book came
out, | learned some things that | never knew, and | was her substitute for six years on television. | was
like a son. And she would take me to the site and talk to me about all manner of life, jokes, her
background; it was a privilege. But | always understood that she went to Birmingham, Alabama, because
she simply made a promise to God. And that promise was that in when she was a young girl, she needed
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surgery because she hurt her back in an accident, an industrial accident with a scrubber for the floor
with around a shifter and it lodged in her spine in such a way where it caused tremendous pain. And she
went to a surgeon and the surgeon said, You've got a 50/50 shot of not walking. Once you shut your
eyes and we put you under when you come out with a 50/50 shot, you'll never walk again. And she sat
there that day and thought to herself, Lord, if you will let me walk. I'll do something for you. I'll build you
a monastery in the South. Well, she went under the scalpel, the surgeon blew it. He made a mistake
with a cut and threw the scalpel on the floor and walked out. A Jewish doctor came in and sewed the
mess up. And they didn't think she'd ever walk. She mended for a couple of months, and she walked
with a lot of pain, but she walked. And so, what about that promise? She wrote letters to all different
diocese and said she wanted to build our lady a monastery in the south and she was simply going to wait
for the first one to respond which was Birmingham, Alabama, the Birmingham diocese. But in 1957, she
wrote a letter. She wrote a letter explaining why she wanted to do this. | didn't know this. | didn't know
that this woman saw the plight of a certain group of people and wanted to reach out and touch a group
of people with the love of God that everyone else shine. Listen to the letter she wrote, Having worked
with the Negroes before entering the Holy Order, | came in order to pray and sacrifice for them. A year
ago, when the doctors were doubtful that | would walk again, | turned to our Lord and promised if he
would grant me the grace to walk, | would do all in my power to promote a cloistered community
among the negros. It would be dedicated to the Negro apostolic by prayer, adoration, sacrifice, and
union with God. It would ceaselessly make reparation for all the insults and persecution the Negro race
suffers and implore God's blessing and grace upon a people dear to the heart of God. That’s beautiful, |
never knew that, that this woman kept the promise to Jesus to take him to a people at the beginning of
the racial riots; people that others did not want anything to do with. And they put their hand out and
there was a barrier. And it was like saying to Cornelius, I'm not eating with you. And here's mother
hurting, wracked with pain saying, if you will let me walk. I'll bring you to those people. And I'll pray for
those people. And we'll make reparation. For the way we've treated now, those people, African
Americans. We call him today to represent a lot of different groups in our lives. And they might
represent that guy at work that you've avoided all these years, might represent that lady in the school,
PTA or whatever that you want nothing to do with her whatsoever. | don't know who it represents. But
it was very, very powerful to me, particularly when Emily and | moved to Birmingham, Alabama. And
while we're in Birmingham, Alabama, one day, our sixth grader, Carly came to us and she said, | want to
ask Mother Angelica to pray for us. | know this is my own personal story, you're in Bible study, but trying
to make a point. She said, | want to pray for Mother Angelica, Pray about what? and she said, | want her
to pray for my mom. She said, | want a sister. So, we struggled with infertility, and | arranged the
meeting and we all three went in and Mother Angelica said, What can | pray for you, sweetheart? She
said, | want you to pray for my mom and | would a have sister. And Mother Angelica put her hand on
Emily. And she didn't say a word for about four minutes. At the end of about four minutes, she took her
hand down she said, The Lord has heard your prayer. And it was shortly after that, that the Lord granted
us two beautiful daughters through adoption, through a means that we had no idea. And we would have
never received those beautiful babies if Mother Angelica would not have gone where others wanted to
fight. And that's what it meant to us. And it's meant to people all over the world that now the Gospel
goes into all of Africa. It goes into China. It goes into these other areas because one said, There needs to
be reparation here. There's a whole group of people who are not hearing the gospel. And | need to be
Jesus and | need to knock down these walls. There is neither Jew nor Gentile. There is neither black nor
white, for all God's family, all God's people. And because of that, because of that | now am blown away
by the ramifications of that act of obedience, like Peter talking to Cornelius. Now we all fail, but later on
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we’ll see that Paul has to reprimand Peter, he has to reprimand Peter, later on. | wish we had more time
to gointo it in great detail. But let's finish out the chapter. And | mentioned that personal story because
I'm wondering in my life right now, if there are things that are barriers between me and people. You
know what I'm saying? I'm examining that. Is there something that has to come down? | remember
living in Dallas, Texas and there was a lot of racial tension in Dallas, Texas where we live. And | found
myself being sucked into prejudice and the Lord had to straighten my thinking out and | had to see
people through his eyes. There's been other situations too, where | didn't want to be around someone
because of the way they smelled, or some other reason where the Lord had to work on me, so that |
could be a channel for that person.

Well, the chapter ends and verses 43. To Him all the prophets bear witness that everyone who believes
in Him receives forgiveness of sins through his name. And then ACTS 44 —48,

While Peter was still saying this, the Holy Spirit fell on all those who heard the word and the

believers from among the circumcised who came with Peter were amazed because the gift of

the Holy Spirit was poured out even on the Gentiles, for they heard them speaking in tongues and
extolling God and Peter declared, Can anyone forbid water for baptizing these people who have
received the Holy Spirit just as we have? And he commanded them to be baptized in the name of Jesus
Christ, then they asked him to remain for some days.

It's kind of neat because here we have the Gentiles now coming into the church, we're getting over our
barriers, we can eat with them. It's not the food. It's not what goes into the body but what comes out
of the body that defiles a man Jesus said, and what has happened now to the Gentiles happened earlier
to the Jews on the day of Pentecost. And if you look at what happens here, it's identical to Pentecost,
Peter preaches to both, and the Spirit descends. They speak in tongues, resulting in baptism. And so,
what happened on the day of Pentecost is happening for these Gentiles. Now, God is making it so clear,
they are welcomed. And we're not going to make it difficult for them to come in. There's going to be
guidelines, and when they're in here, no doubt, but not the circumcision in the flesh, and not the kosher
laws. So, | end this lesson by asking myself and asking you, am | right now in my life with my attitude,
and my brand of Catholicism, am | making it difficult for people to come to Christ with my prejudice, and
my interpretation of what they should do? Am | making it difficult for people to come to Christ? That
doesn't mean that | compromise the faith, but my attitude can compromise the witness of bringing
people to Christ. So, | leave that with you as a prayer in my own prayer as Lord helped me walk in the
truth with joy, charity, and don't allow me to be a hindrance to anybody. Don't allow my attitude to
keep me from wrapping my arms around the unlovable. Because at one time | was unlovable, and while
| was yet a sinner, Christ died for me. And that's my prayer

In the NAME of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Lord Jesus, | thank you for boldness among
many of the seeds to do what nobody would do; to put their trust completely in you, as Peter is learning
to do in chapter 10. Here. Lord, help us to be bold and loving and help us to see through your eyes,
opportunity, to reach out in love. We thank You that You have fulfilled the law. And now you've raised
us up to a new law, a law of love and you've empowered us to walk in it may we not have any fear, but
may we be filled with courage, and we asked for the intercession of our dear mother in this task. Hail
Mary, full of grace, the Lord is with thee. Blessed art thou among women. And blessed is the fruit of thy
womb, Jesus, Holy Mary, Mother of God, pray for us sinners, now and at the hour of our death, Amen. In
the NAME of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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