
ACTS Session 13, pgs. 7-9: Effects of  Praise and Worship

Old Testament: Who goes into battle first?

Judah goes first into battle. Why?

Judah (Hebrew: yadah) means praise; Praise goes into battle first.
Yadah also means to throw or to cast

New Testament: What to do in difficult times? Praise and Pray
Peter in prison praising God Jail broke open
Paul/Silas in prison praising God Jail broke open

When faced with difficult situation, we are casting this declaration (confession) of WHO God IS and   
WHAT He has DONE coupled with the declaration (confession) of our own weakness and our own sin.

Un-confessed sin does not separate you from the love of God, but it does deceive you into thinking God does not love you. 

Point #1

Point #3

God inhabits praise
When we praise God, we can enthrone Him in our situations and make our surroundings His special dwelling place.
God has given us a cloak of praise instead of a spirit of despair. 
In order to benefit from a cloak, you must first put it on..

Point #2

Joseph determined fate of Israel in prison
When faced with seemingly unsurmountable odds, Joseph enthroned God 
in the situation by having an attitude of continuing to praise and worship God.

Message:
Others are watching and listening. We have the opportunity everyday to be a blessing  to others by offering our suffering in union with 
Christ to have an attitude like Paul and Silas, Peter, and Joseph; to put on the cloak of praise instead of choosing despair. The objective 
is NOT to get out of the situation but to get your eyes on Jesus and begin to praise HIM; enthrone HIM into the situation and be filled 
with Joy.

Praise can become the switch that turns on 
the light and the power of God’s presence!


