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ACTS Session 14: Converts and Conflicts

Hello welcome back to our Bible study. This is Chapter 17 of ACTS and | want to welcome you. Today is
an exciting study as we now look at Paul's really first interaction with the Athenians and with
philosophy, and so we're going to learn a lot about how he interacts with the Epicureans and how he
interacts with the Stoics, and | want to open up with prayer. | think that this particular lesson can give us
some ideas on how to interact with other people and share the gospel with them in the world we're in
today, because this is Paul, the Jewish man who's going into the middle of Athens, and he's going to be
talking about very weighty things to people who are entrenched in philosophy. We're going to learn a
little bit about philosophy and the history of philosophy, and also the message of Paul in Thessalonica,
Berea, and Athens in this chapter. This is part of his second missionary journey. In the NAME of the
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. Lord Jesus, we love you. We adore You. We thank You,
Lord, for this great opportunity to study Your Word. We thank You, Lord, for opening our hearts and
minds and giving us ideas on how to be better disciples. Inspire us, empower us, llluminate our hearts
and minds as we pray in Jesus’ NAME. Amen. In the NAME of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Well, today, Paul, and Silas are going to move on. And it's an exciting chapter because we see Paul
interacting with the Greeks and specifically philosophy. And the Scriptures tell us in Colossians, you
might want to turn over there just for a second. In Colossians 2 Paul writes about philosophy. And he
says in chapter two verse eight, See that no one makes a prey of you by philosophy and empty deceit,
according to human tradition, according to elemental principles of the universe, and not according to
Christ. For in Him the whole fullness of deity dwells bodily, and you have come to fullness of life in Him,
who is the head of all rule and authority. And when Paul writes to the Colossians, he is combating
philosophy of his time, specifically here Gnosticism and Gnosticism is a philosophy that is a way of
thinking that has a view of the world that is a dual view of matter being evil and spirit being good and
there's a controversy brewing about Jesus and His divinity and Paul makes the point. Don't be captive by
empty philosophy, the fullness of God bodily dwells in Christ. And Paul is constantly coming in contact
with various philosophies. That's why | think this chapter is so exciting because he's coming in contact
with the world and let's face it, that's what we are called to do. You and | are called to interact with the
world and bring the message of the gospel to the world. Not just come and learn and then go back and
say that was great and sit in our canoe and wait and wait and then learn and learn and wait and wait.
But we've got a message here that can stand up in the workplace, if we know what we believe. We know
what the world's mindset is, and we know where their hurts and their pains are. We can engage the
world and we can reason with the world and talk to them about Jesus Christ, just like the apostle Paul,
and that's what we're going to see. That's what we're going to see here in this marvelous chapter. Now,
the Catechism of the Catholic Church tells us that there are basically four ways we can come to know
God and in fact, you see this very early on in your catechism from basically from (CCC) Articles 27 — 38.
In your catechism it talks about how we come to know of God and to know God. And that's what Paul is
now doing up in Greece. He is going up into Greece. And last week we saw him in Macedonia, and he is
still up in that area, and he is going to move on, and Luke is going to stay in Philippi and Silas and
Timothy are going to stay in in their area and Paul is going to move on. But there are four different ways
that we come to know God that fits so well into this message today and how Paul is going to interact
with the world. What we're going to share in this lesson today is a tremendous model for you to engage
people at work and in your family and it gives you a way to engage them at a number of different levels.
The Catechism of the Catholic Church says that we come to know God basically in four ways. We come
to know God:

1. Through the World: We can come to know God by simply looking around at the world and see
the great architecture and design of the world; there's no coincidence here as you look at the human
body given the structure of DNA, you look at the sunrise and sunset. You look at the solar system and
you look at the gravitational pull on the earth. And you look at the tides and you look at everything and
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you cannot come to a conclusion really, if you're a reasonable person, that this is just an accident, that
it's just an accident. Yet there are people that think that it's just an accident but even using science and
biology, we can come to some understanding about God by looking around. | mean, when was the last
time that you went to a parade of homes, which here in Minnesota is a time of the year where we go
and look at all the various homes that are being built and the new kitchens and all that and some of
them are about 1.2 million 1.5 million and as we walk in, we drool a little bit as we walk out. But we walk
inside, and we see this incredible home and how many of us walk inside and think to ourselves, | wonder
how this came to be? And then you mentioned to your wife, how did this come to be? And she says, It
just happens. | mean, it's kind of like a big accident. The trees exploded and you know and the granite
from South Dakota exploded out of the earth and over time, we got this beautiful model home and
that's ridiculous. But it reminds me of a story of an atheist and Christian walking on the beach. And
they're walking on the beach together and they're talking about God and the atheist is saying there is no
God, and the Christian says, Of course, there's a God and they keep walking along. And all sudden the
atheist see something shiny in the sand. He reaches down, he picks it up, and it's a brand-new Rolex
watch, and it's ticking and it's on time. And he looks at it and he says, | wonder how this got out here?
And the Christian says, I'll tell you how | got out here, he said, over time. So, the sand has mixed with the
wind and the wind with the water. And you have are the tides and the gravitational pull and so forth.
And after billions and billions of years, Carl, you suddenly have a Rolex watch and the atheist said, That's
the dumbest thing I've ever heard. He said, You | expect me to believe that. And the Christian said, All I'm
talking about is a watch. You believe that about the entire universe, which is more complex than this
watch. And at that point, the atheist got the message and it really sunk in. So, number one, we can
come to know God through the world. Now the reason I'm going through this is because it fits so well
into what Paul is going to do in Athens in just a moment, and how he goes about reasoning and
witnessing to the Epicureans and the Stoics. We'll find out who they are too. The second way that we
come to know God is

2. Through the human person. This is mentioned in the Catechism. What do we mean by the
human person? Not only the design of the human person and how we work and the intricacies but the
longing of the heart; the very fact that we have this longing of the heart. That also is evidence that there
is something outside of us, Socrates back in the fifth century in Athens, the father of philosophy and
we'll talk about him more in'in just a moment, he asked the question, as well as other philosophers such
as his students Plato and Aristotle. They are asking the question about virtue and ethics and morality.
And the question is, do we do we respect justice, love, kindness, friendliness? Do we respect these
virtues or are these virtues the result of us saying these virtues and coming up with them and inventing
them? Or are they virtues because they are there objectively - we see them and recognize them, or did
we make them up? All of the great ancient thinkers, all except for modern man, every great thinker said,
they are objective. There the virtues are objective. We did not make them up and you cannot make up
any new virtues. You can't make it up. There is no makeup, and they came to the conclusion that they
are objective. We discovered them because they were there; somebody put them there. And the
guestion is, who put them there in the human person? The fact that we all would stand up and say
stealing is wrong or that adultery is wrong. Did we invent that? Or was that there? It was there. It was
there. And so, the Catechism recognizes that the human person is another avenue. So #1, | can go
outside, and | can begin to talk to you about the universe and the world. And | can show you something
about God. #2, we can look at the human person in the makeup of the human person and | can show
you something about God in the human person and number three reason, we can use our brains and we
can reason and

3. Through reason come to some conclusion about God. Now this is what makes Western cultures
so different than any other any other part of the world. In the Western culture we owe much of the way
we think to two people, Socrates and Jesus. It was Socrates, who used reason and the Socratic method
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back in the fifth century. In a time where they worshipped many gods, they used reason in a way that
other people didn't use reason. And so, Socrates, through the Socratic method of question and answer,
could come to conclusions. For example, he asked a man to question this guy who was a teacher of
justice, a very famous teacher in fifth century, Athens, BC, and his specialty was justice. And so, Socrates
was considered the wisest man in Greece. He didn't know it. Someone went to the Oracle of Delphi and
asked the question, Is there anyone in Greece smarter than Socrates? And the Oracle said, No, there is
no one smarter than Socrates. They went back and told Socrates and he was baffled because he knew he
wasn't the smartest one in Athens at all. He knew that. And so, Socrates, he tells the story of asking this
great teacher of justice a question, Sir, humor me just a little bit, and I'm starting at the beginning, but
can you tell me do you know what justice is? The man says, Of course, it’s very elementary. We know
what justice is. I've been teaching justice. I'm the best seller of justice books. Well, what is justice, tell
me? Well, justice is giving some someone what is theirs, giving what is his due. So, Socrates said So then,
if you give me your dagger, you loan your dagger to me, but then you become angry and lose your mind
and you want to kill me and you want the dagger back, is not it just for me to give it to you back. And
they said, No. So, Socrates said, so then it is not always the case that justice is. So that was the Socratic
method where he would get to the bottom and use reason. And it was reason that brought Socrates to
the point where he could not serve the Greek gods in the fifth century. And it was even on the way to
his own trial, which he was tried by 501 citizens and found guilty and charged with atheism, the
rejection of the Greek gods, and he listened to a man even in prison. He asked the man How do you
know what's right to do? And the man said, / do what the gods do and say, and Socrates said, but what if
they counter each other? What if they're opposite of each other? Then what do you do? So, he's using
reason through reason. Socrates determined that there is only one God through reason that's what
you determine. There's only one God there aren't multiple gods. This is a hoax. And I'm not serving all of
these gods who are disagreeing with each other, fighting with each other and frankly, are ignoring us.
They're ignoring us. So, he was tried as an atheist when in fact, through reason, was the most pious man
in Greece. Now we're going to see in just a moment here, a tremendous parallel between Socrates in
fifth century BC, and Paul. Now Socrates is considered, I'm just pausing here for a second on this third
level of revelation of - world, human person, reason - Socrates is considered the father of philosophy,
the beginner of philosophy. Philosophy is the love of wisdom, the love of wisdom and the philosophers
from that time on gave credit to Socrates as the father of philosophy, and they claim to be really the
true inheritors of Socrates. They're the ones that are really living the life of Socrates except for one
group called the Epicureans and happen to be in our study today. So, we got the first three you got the
world, the human person, you got reason, but then the Catechism goes on and says, There is a whole
other order of revelation that you can't get from the world, the human person or reason. Socrates was
missing out on so many different points. He had a lot right. We owe a lot to Socrates, a very bright man.
But he was missing one big element and that was the fourth one,

4. Divine revelation, the way God reveals himself fully specifically in Christ. And that's why Paul
writes to the Colossians and he says to the Colossians, in chapter one and chapter two that, Jesus Christ
is the fullness of all deity; He is the full revelation. This is the greatest revelation. This is greater than
looking at the Earth. This is greater than the human person. And this is greater than reason. This is the
completion of Revelation. So, here's Paul, he's going to be walking into Greek territory now, where there
is tremendous reasoning, questioning, inquiry, and he's going to go in with Revelation. He's going to
show them what they are worshipping in ignorance, and that's what Socrates did in the fifth century in
the golden era of Greece. He showed them that there was really only one God, and it cost him his life.
So, it's kind of an interesting thing there. Revelation is the only way that we can come to know fully
about God is through the Holy Spirit through Jesus Christ. That's the way. So, we'll pick up in the text
here and I'll just back up a little bit more, anyone know who Socrates’ main student was? Plato, and
Plato’s student was Aristotle and Aristotle taught Alexander the Great. That's quite a neat little line of
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teachers there. But the philosophers after that all looked to accept the Epicureans who looked to
Socrates as their founders. So, we start here now in chapter 17. Now when they had passed through
Amphipolis and Apollonia, they came to Thessalonica. Thessalonica was a major city in Northern Greece,
and it was just a little under 100 miles west of Philippi. In chapter 16, we left off at Philippi where Luke
stays in Philippi. But Paul and Silas are going to move on with Timothy, they’re going to move on with
Timothy here it says, when, where there was a synagogue of the Jews. And Paul went in, as was his
custom, and for three weeks he argued with them from the Scriptures, explaining in proving that it was
necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead, and saying, This Jesus whom | proclaim to
you, is the Christ, and some of them were persuaded and joined Paul and Silas; as did a great many of
the devout Greeks, and not a few of the leading women, (meaning a lot of them). But the Jews were
jealous and taking some wicked fellows of the rabble, they gathered a crowd, set the city in an uproar,
and attacked the house of Jason, seeking to bring them out to the people. And when they could not find
them, they dragged Jason and some of the brethren before the city authorities crying, these men have
turned the world upside down and they have come here also, and Jason has received them and they are
all acting against the decrees of Caesar saying that there is another King, Jesus and the people in the city
authorities were disturbed when they heard this and when they had taken security from Jason, and the
rest, they let them go. So here in Thessalonica, there's no small stir Paul made, and he spent three weeks
arguing from the scriptures that the Messiah had to suffer, die and then rise from the dead. Can you
think of anybody else in the New Testament who argued from the Scriptures that Jesus had to suffer die
and rise from the dead? Jesus, Luke 24, Jesus did in Luke 24 on the Emmaus Road, which | want to bring
this point out, because it really blesses me and that is this: there is no New Testament at this point. Paul
hasn't even written a letter. He writes 13 letters all together and has written his 1 Thessalonians and 2™
Thessalonians, which he writes on the second journey. Okay, first journey all he did was go to the island
of Cyprus and then the shore of Asia Minor, went back to Antioch. Mark went to Jerusalem. Now he's
back out there, but we don't have a New Testament. So, from the Old Testament scriptures they are
arguing that Jesus had to suffer, and that he, and then he died in rose from the dead. Wouldn't you
have loved to have heard these messages? Wouldn't it have been something just to hear Paul arguing
from the Prophets this way? Why Jesus had to do this, wouldn't you? How many of you would like to get
that tape series? Do you know that we have a recording of it? Romans and Galatians are Paul's writings
and are basically using the Old Testament to give you the allegorical sense (what is the moral sense) of
the Old Testament. What's the allegorical sense, how does it relate to Christ? Why did he have to suffer?
Why did he have to die? Why did he rise from the dead? That's what Paul is showing over and over and
over in his writings. So, if you want to know what this sounded like, get into Paul. Get into Paul and read
it because that is exactly what he is doing. And this inspires me because the Old Testament is so rich
and so neglected. And for those of you watching a video and listening by way of CD, that have gone
through the Great Adventure, you know the richness of the Old Testament, and that if you know the Old
Testament, and then you come to the Gospel of Matthew, Jesus is just popping up in the Old Testament.
Paul is constantly arguing from the Old Testament, and we can see the two come together. That's why
I've never been a big fan of just carrying a New Testament around. We used to call them pen knights.
The whole thing's a sword, New Testament pen knights. But we like to carry the whole Bible around, so
we get the whole story. This says something about the richness of the Old Testament texts concerning
Christ. And no doubt the spiritual senses played an important role here as Paul argued from the Old
Testament and gave the allegorical sense. How does as they relate to Christ? How does Malachi relate
to Christ? How does it relate to Christ? How does Deuteronomy relate to Christ? Paul will also go onin
his epistles and he will argue the moral sense of the Old Testament. How does that temple in Solomon's
temple relate to your conduct? Don't sleep with prostitutes. Why? Because your body is the temple of
the Holy Spirit. He is giving you the moral sense for example in Isaiah 53 about the suffering servant,
tremendous, tremendous chapter on Jesus’ suffering for the sins of the world. In ACTS 17:6, Jason was
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interrogated, was released when they collected security. And then let go, now the accusations against
Paul and his companions echo the charges brought against Jesus in Luke 23. You remember earlier we
said in the beginning of ACTS, how ACTS is a recapitulation of the life of Christ, remember that? So that
over and over and over ACTS is a recapitulation of the life of Christ. Paul now is going through what
Christ went through. So read Luke 12:2 and you can see the comparison there that The Church is living
the life of Christ.

Now we move on to ACTS 17:10 in Berea, The brethren immediately sent Paul and Silas away by night to
Berea, and when they arrived, they went into the Jewish synagogue. Now these Jews were more noble
than those in Thessalonica for they received the word with all eagerness, examining the scriptures daily
to see if these things were so. Many of them therefore believed, with not a few Greek women of high
standing, as well as men. But when the Jews of Thessalonica learned that the word of God was
proclaimed by Paul at Berea also, they came there too, stirring up inciting the crowds. Then the brethren
immediately sent Paul off on his way to the sea, but Silas and Timothy remained there. Those who
conducted Paul brought him as far as Athens and receiving a command for Silas and Timothy to come to
him as soon as possible, they departed. So, do you see the movement here from chapter 16? Where
Luke stays chapter 16 in Philippi and we have Silas and Timothy, who are with Paul, stay in Berea. Paul
keeps moving south to Athens and he's going to end up in the southern part of Greece in Athens. That's
the movement of this second missionary journey now, the Bereans, the city of Berea. Berea is about 60
miles west of Thessalonica. And so, they've been moving, continuing to move westward. The Bereans
check the claims of the Gospels against the Old Testament scriptures. It says that they searched the
scriptures and examine the Scriptures daily, in verse 11, to see if these things were so. That's a pretty
noble thing to do. They're getting all this word and all this teaching in this tradition that's being passed
on by Paul and others, and what are they doing? They're in the scriptures daily to see if these things are
so, what do you think they are reading? Colossians and | think they're reading Thessalonians and
Revelation and the Gospel of John? No, they're reading the Old Testament. They're reading the Old
Testament to see if these things are so. Now one of the things that's interesting about this is that some
branches of Protestantism, mainly fundamentalism, or interfaith, interdenominational independent
churches will take that text right there about the Bereans and they will use it to defend sola scriptura.
Sola Scriptura is scripture alone is the only means of divine revelation. You see, the Bereans they
searched the Scriptures to see if these things were so, probably believing that the Bereans believed
what modern Protestant scholarship believes which is the Perspicuous nature of Scripture meaning the
Scripture interprets itself and we don't need anything from the outside other than the Holy Spirit. The
problem with that are these two things:

1. Luke never says that they use scripture alone. All he says is that they searched the Scriptures.
He never makes any point that there was scripture alone.

2. It's an Old Testament (search). So, if you want to be really strict about it, only use the Old
Testament. Those are the scriptures that they taught. Those are the scriptures that they search daily to
see if these things were so. So you can see how having a fundamentalist attitude and adhering to just
that and not taking into consideration anything else leads you to trouble, but the Bereans were noble
people, and they searched the scriptures daily to see if these things were so.

Then it says in verse 14 that, Silas and Timothy remain, Paul went to Athens and then in verse 16, Now
while Paul was waiting for them in Athens, his spirit was provoked within him, as he saw that the city
was full of idols. Can you imagine that? He goes to Athens, and he started seeing all of these idols and
says that his spirit was provoked within him, kind of stirring. He's looking around and | don't imagine
he's looking around going, Awwwggg. | imagined his provoked insight in the sense of, | have to do
something. | have to say something to these people. It's being provoked by what he sees in his culture.
That's a great line, isn't it? That's a great thing to remember that our spirits are provoked when we see
things about us that are contrary to the gospel in movies, popular arts, television, arts, fine arts,
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whatever it may be, are provoked and we have a response to that. We have a response to the artists,
and to the poets and through the philosophers and writers, the movie makers of our age, we have a
response. So, he argued in the synagogue with the Jews, and the devout persons in in the marketplace
every day with those who chance to be there. Now he's in Athens; Athens is in southern Greece. Athens
was still a phenomenal city in Greece. It was a gathering spot for philosophers and the discussion of new
and novel ideas. Athens was at her greatest in the fifth century, but she's still great today. And there's a
particular area called the area of Pagus, a hill where people would gather to talk about new and novel
things. We could call it the ancient water cooler, where people come together, and they talk about
what’s on Zeno last night on television. But did you see this or that? They're talking about philosophy,
ideas and all of that. They get together the next day and say, did you see Seinfeld? Now what's
interesting is that in Seinfeld, and in a lot of the shows that are on television, Survivor, American Idol, all
of the different shows, | don't suggest that we waste our time watching all these shows, but there are
philosophical underpinnings all of these shows that reflect the way we think as a culture and the way
we think of entertainment. That's interesting, and then we can talk about it. And that's one of the keys
to this whole lesson is if we're going to be like Paul, we have to

1. Know the message of the gospel. We have to know what we believe. We have to be confident
in what we believe.

2. Know what the world believes. We have to know the presuppositions to their worldview.
What are the underpinnings of their worldview, about pleasure, wisdom, right and wrong,
Objective Truth, relativism so that when we engage them, we can engage them properly.

3. Have boldness and courage in charity to engage the world.

It takes some guts for Paul to walk into Athens and he starts looking around and sees all these statues.
And then it says in verse 18, Some also the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers met him, and some said,
What would this babbler say? So, they're standing there; they're looking around at the Epicureans and
Stoics, and they see Paul and say, What will this babbler say? Let's take that apart for a second. Who are
the Epicureans? The Epicureans were the followers of the Epicurious and that is from 342 to 271 AD. It's
a philosophy that comes from Epicurious 342 to 271 AD. And the goal of his philosophy was simply put,
this might ring a bell, happiness. His philosophy, the goal of his philosophy of life was happiness. Avoid
pain which was attained through sober reasoning. You can avoid pain by pursuing happiness. That's
how it began searching out motives for all choice and avoidance. Eventually, the Epicureans were
reduced to pursuing sensual pleasure. That's where they end up, the Epicureans were pursuing sensual
pleasure. Sometimes people talk today about, Epicurean Magazine, this and that affiliate prose, the
pursuit of pleasure. Doesn’t that sound like a philosophy of today? | would suggest to you that we are
living in a world of Epicureans. And it might even do as well to go to the store and get a small book that
describes the Epicureans just to get an idea of what kind of philosophy this is in the world today. It
sounds like the society today. And as | said earlier, the Epicureans are the only ones who do not claim
that Socrates was there was their founder. Well, you have the Epicureans and then you have the Stoics.
The Stoics are followers of Zeno, a younger contemporary of Alexander the Great. One of the young
contemporaries of Alexander the Great was Zeno and his followers believed in a type of pantheism that
held that the spark of divinity was present in all reality. The solid edge of this whole new age view is
the spark of divinity was present in all reality. And that in order to be free, each person must live
according to nature. They believed that the whole world was filled with divinity including trees. Paul
argues against the current Greek thought that the gods are not interested in people. But Paul argues
that God is near all men and will one day judge all men. Paul argues against the ideas of the Epicureans
and the Stoics. And we'll see this in a moment, but they asked Is this a babbler? Now that is an
interesting term. RSV says babbler; other translations say Scavenger. Is this a scavenger? Think there's a
New American Bible that says scavenger, but what does that mean? Babbler? Scavenger? This scavenger
literally means to seed picker. It means seed picker, as a bird that picks up grain. The word later was
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used as a scrap collector, and of people who take other people's ideas and propagate them as if they
were their own. So, a babbler is a scavenger who is out there in the area Pagus and he's gathering
everybody else's ideas, putting them together and pretending they're his own. | made this up. That's a
babbler. That's a scavenger. But friends, we've got scavengers in the world today. And | don't mean it in
a pejorative way (expressing contempt), or a direct attack on someone's personal heart but we have a
whole industry in the United States today and in our society like back then an Are-opagus of people who
are making money on advancing ideas in writing books for the sake of that's their job. They are babblers.
And they cannot hold water with what they're saying, and they borrow from here and borrow from
there, but they cannot do it themselves. For example, Barbara de Angeles is considered the number one
doctor in relationships. Notice | say, Doctor in relationships. She has dozens of books that made millions
and millions of dollars on a series called How to Make Love Work. But here's the problem with the wise
ones of our day. Notice we always talk about ancient wisdom, but we don't talk about modern wisdom.
Barbara de Angeles, the Love Doctor and the Love Guru is not on her first marriage. She's not on her
second marriage. She's not on her third marriage. She's not on her fourth marriage. She's on her fifth
marriage. And the third one was to Dr. John Gray, Men are from Mars; Women are from Venus, who is
the other self-proclaimed relationship doctor. Both of them got their degrees from an institution in
California that was considered a degree mill and was shut down by California. You gotta be bad be shut
down by California. They're shut down by California as an illegitimate doctoral degree program. And
they both got their degrees from there. These are the wise ones of our day in the Are-opagus. They are
talking about relationships, talking about true love and wisdom. Babbage, babbage. We have all kinds in
our culture today, and that's why it's so important that we know theology and philosophy and we
understand philosophy, the handmade of theology. So, someone who collects ideas of others and
pretends that that they are their own, they lack depth. It's interesting that Paul is being accused here in
ACTS 17:19, And they took hold of him and brought him to the Are-opagus saying, may we know what
this new teaching is which you present? For you bring some strange things to our ears; we wish to know
therefore, what these things mean. Now all the Athenians and the foreigners who live there spent their
time in nothing except telling or hearing something new. What's interesting also is that what they're
going to accuse Paul of promoting foreign deities. Now, Socrates was also accused of promoting foreign
deities. Isn't that interesting? The accusation is that Paul echoes the same charges against Socrates,
Jesus, and Paul talks about and the resurrection. Now the Athenians are presented as misunderstanding
Paul from the outset. They think he is preaching about Jesus and a goddess, Anastasis, who represented
resurrection. So, everything is a little bit confused in the translation here in talking with one another. But
this Are-opagus where Paul goes refers either to the Hill of Ares - the Greek god of war, west of the
Acropolis, or to the Council of Athens; not exactly sure which at one time met on the Hill, but which at
this time assembled in the Royal Colonnade. In verses 22 through 28, Paul argues against the Stoics.
Paul argues that there is a difference between the Creator and Creation and listen to how he does this.
This is interesting and keep in mind that what | mentioned at the beginning with the Catechism, (how
we know God thru): The World, the Human Person, Reason and Divine Revelation, listen to how he
argues, it gives us a model on how we can talk to people about the existence of God leading into the
full revelation of Jesus Christ. Verse 22. So, Paul, standing in the middle of the Are-opagus said, Men of
Athens, | perceive that in every way you are very religious. That is a great way to begin. He doesn't stand
up and say, You know what? I've been walking through the city, and | saw your statues and I'm about to
puke. Wouldn’t be a great way to win and influence people? He doesn't start that way. What does he
say? He listened, I've noticed something, You're very religious. That's a good thing. You have a desire for
God. | noticed that. You know sometimes when I'm witnessing to people and someone comes to me
with a serious problem or whatever, and it's obvious we're on way other side; we're on opposite sides of
the tracks here, | can start off with, You know what, | appreciate that you've got a hunger to know truth.
| see that you have a hunger to know truth. And that brings us into a common relationship. We're not
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enemies. This isn't about me defeating you. This is about working for the truth, working for the full
revelation of Jesus Christ so you can see it, accept it and make a difference in your life for eternity and
what God will get him to do with his suffering. He (Paul) says in verse 23, You're very religious. For as |
passed along and observed the objects of your worship, | found also an altar with this inscription To an
unknown God. What therefore you worship as unknown, this | proclaim to you. And then he starts off in
verse 24. Listen to the progression of the articles of the Catholic Catechism we went over earlier. Listen,
the first thing he says, The God who made the world and everything in it, being Lord of heaven and
earth, does not live in shrines made by man, nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed
anything since He Himself gives to all men life and breath and everything. So, he starts off and he talks
about this God who made the world. See that? Now he's going to move to the next one, the human
person, verse 26. And he made from one every nation of men to live on all the face of the earth, having
determined allotted periods in the boundaries of their habitation that they should seek God, in the
hope that they might feel after Him and find Him. Yet He is not far from each one of us. Look at the
genius of this starting with the world. Just looking at the world, we can know something of God, the
human person, the Catechism even talks about, the cry of the human heart, the longing of God, what
does Paul say right there? He talks about,

1. They should seek God in the hope that they might feel after him and find the longing.

2. Yet He is not far from each one of us. For in Him we live and move and have our being even as
some of your own poets have said, For we are indeed His offspring. Notice that Paul is familiar with their
pop culture and their poets, | think this is great. He's able to interact with them and say, You know what
I'm talking about. Even as Madonna has said in her one song, that's what is, you know, even as Jewel
said in her poetry, even as they said on ER last night. It doesn't sound as fancy as sixth century AD
philosopher or something like that. But you know what I'm saying.

ACTS 17:29, Being then God's offspring, we ought not to think that the Deity is like gold, or silver, or
stone... notice what he does in verse 29. He says, being God's offspring, we ought not to think that the
deity is like gold or silver or stone or representation by the art and imagination of man. He's saying, we
should not be thinking this way, but reasoning. Isn't that something how Paul does this? Now, Paul
doesn't copy the Catechism; the Catechism looks at Paul and says, This is how we come to know God.
This is how Paul is arguing his case. Like | started with the atheist story on the beach with a Christian
who are walking into the building and saying, you know the Parade of Homes and saying, Wow, what a
grand accident. You know, reasoning. Verse 30, the times of ignorance God overlooked, but now He
commands all men everywhere to repent, because He has fixed a day on which He will judge the world in
righteousness by a man whom He has appointed. and of this He has given assurance to all men by raising
Him from the dead. So, he finally gets to the full revelation. He's talking about Jesus Christ. Now this is a
real encapsulated version here, but it's a great model that he uses. And so, I've actually used that model
in talking to people before where somebody says, You’re not kind of skeptical about all of this? And a lot
of times | start with that beach story. Is there a god? Well, let's ask ourselves some questions. Let's look
at the world around us first; let's not talk about Catholic, Lutheran, Methodist, Buddhist, Islam. 1. Let's
just talk about the world and is there a God and look at that. 2. Now let's turn it on to our own beings.
Why are you asking me this? Why are you inquisitive? What is it? There's this longing in your heart?
Why is it that out of over 5 billion people on the earth, the majority of them are very religious? Why?
Why do you think that is, do you think that's an accident? And then 3. moving into reason and this is
where philosophy can come in. There's a lot of great books that you can get some real beginning books
on philosophy by Peter Kreeft that | would highly recommend. He's the one | would recommend if you
wanted to get into the beginnings of philosophy and learn about how philosophy is important in thinking
and understanding the faith and how Paul relates to people. But | use that quite often. And then, now it
says in verse 32, Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some mocked; but others said,
We will hear you again about this. So, Paul went out from among them. But but some men joined him
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and believed, among them Dionysius in the area of Are-opagite, and a woman named of Damaris and
others with them. Now here is what's interesting is that Paul is dealing with these Greeks and these
Greeks don't believe, they don't have this concept of the resurrection. In fact, the Greeks had a phrase
called (inaudible) Sema;-sia,-St-And-the-phrase Fhemasina,st-the-thesoul; the body is the tomb for the
soul. And so, they saw real happiness and real freedom as being freed from the body. And Paul argues
that the resurrection involves the body; it's not just the soul leaving the body, but the resurrection
involves also the body and the body, and the soul together are really important. Might be able to talk
about that a little bit later on but let me just conclude with this. In witnessing to other people, we
cannot be like pit bulls; we have to take the time. When we act like pit bulls, when we know our faith
pretty well, but we don't know their faith. And that's when we got to be a pitbull. That's where | say. No,
listen to me. I'll tell you what Scripture says, and Paul says this, and Jesus said this and if you don't do
this, do that; never taking the time to understand who are you? Why are you thinking the way you're
thinking and why are you moving in that direction? | had one time a woman come to me, she was a self-
evolves lesbian and she wanted to talk to me about her lifestyle. And her lifestyle is different than my
lifestyle. | consider acting out homosexual lifestyle as sin. That's what the Church teaches, it is sin. But
I've got a message for homosexuals, and I've got a message for lesbians, and | sat down, and | talked to
her and said, Tell me your story. And she told me how she has these feelings and she's acting on them
and she enjoys her life but down inside something is not right. And | started from the standpoint of not
looking around and saying, Well, you're going to hell. Now, wouldn't it be a great way to startin a
conversation with someone, you're going to hell or you're doing what? You got to treat people with
dignity. | got to understand where she's coming from and what her needs are, and what message | have.
And what | said was, You know, you're going in the right direction. She kind of looked at me, So what do
you mean? | said, don't get me wrong. | don't agree with what you're doing, but you're going in the right
direction. You see, you're created to love, and you're created to be loved. You have that desire inside of
you to be loved perfectly. Not because you're different. Not because you're odd. But because you're
normal. You want to be loved. You want commitment. You want relationship. And | do too. The problem
is, is that you've stopped up short, from God's best. See God has for you. Either a generous single life, or
he has a man for you in a relationship, or his grace will be sufficient for you in living the way you are in a
chaste relationship. But what | explained to her was that you've come up short, and people come up
short in a lot of different areas. They have a need to be filled and to be satisfied. And so, they eat and
eat and eat. You're going in the right direction. We just stopped short. We went too far. Is that what the
sin is? A sin is a sign that we need something and there is a counter to our sin. You're caught in the life
of homosexuality. That's because you have a need and there's an answer to your need. You're caught up
with overeating is because you have a need and there's an answer to your overeating. And so, we start
from that standpoint, and then lead her to the answer, that Jesus Christ can love you the way you want
to be loved. And you can love the way you are created to love and the answer to happiness is to do
good to do right. | say to my daughters before they go to school in the morning, | looked at me them and
say, Sweetheart, what's the key to happiness? They are 7-9 years old. What's the key to happiness? My
little girls look at me like, Dad, I’m seven years old and Dad's asking me is philosophic questions. One
says, what do you have to do to be happy? Read the Bible? That's a good answer. There's a lot of people
who read the Bible and they aren't happy. So, the other was, Pray. And | said, That's a good answer too.
There's a lot of people who pray but they're not happy people. So, what's the key to being happy? | told
them doing the will of God. It's doing what is right. Guess who else said that. Aristotle, to choose the
good makes a happy man. And we as Christians have the best and when we choose it, bless it. Are we
happy? So, Paul goes right in the middle of the world, and he reasons with the people, wins some, costs
him something, but yes, why you and | are called into this lesson. This is my conclusion. We're called to
go into the world and think and know our faith, know where they're coming from and love them and
work with them and he's rolling his sleeves and saying, I'm not going to let you go. I love you. | want to
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talk to you again. I'll get you book | want to help you here. Not just Well, | know my faith, but you don't
get what I'm saying so I'll pray for you. To love them like Paul is our challenge for this week; to be
witnesses like Paul in Athens.

In the NAME of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. Jesus, we love you and adore you and
thank you for the opportunity to study your work. Help us, Lord, to know our faith better. Help us to
know, Lord, our culture and the way people think and the underpinnings of their thinking so that we can
give them answers to the longings of their heart, the desires of their heart. Thank you, Jesus, for giving
us so much. Help us to give this much to others; to give it all away. We pray this in Jesus’ NAME. Amen.
In the NAME of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Transcribed by https://otter.ai
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