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ACTS 12: Paul’s First Missionary Journey 1 

Welcome back to our study. Today we are studying the Acts of the Apostles chapter 13 and 14, and 2 
chapters 13 and 14 begins for the apostle Paul with what is the first of three missionary journeys. And 3 
everything has been kind of leading up to this even in the Old Testament with God's promises 4 
concerning the Gentiles, which Paul is going to bring up today again in chapters 13 and 14 and Jesus’ 5 
teaching. We taught the gospel of Matthew to many of you and you may recall that Jesus was constantly 6 
talking about the restoration, and not only of Israel, but the restoration of the Gentiles at the same time. 7 
And so, the Apostle Paul is going to move out from Antioch of Syria, which will be his headquarters, 8 
much like Capernaum was the headquarters for Jesus, and he's going to go out into the Gentile world in 9 
three distinct missionary journeys. In this first one today, in chapters 13 and 14. he's going to take a boat 10 
from Antioch of Syria over to an island called Cyprus, and then from Cyprus in the Mediterranean, he's 11 
going to head north on a boat to the southern shores of Asia Minor where he will minister in several 12 
cities in Asia Minor and then he will return to Antioch in Syria. But there's also another Antioch in 13 
today's lesson that you probably ran across and that's Antioch Pisidia, which is in Asia Minor. But during 14 
this time, he's going to establish churches and then later in our study we’ll follow Paul's second 15 
missionary journey, where he writes a couple of letters, the letters to the Thessalonians and then in his 16 
third missionary journey, he revisits a lot of the churches (he established). And he also writes a number 17 
of letters, almost all of his letters are during that third missionary journey, and we're going to delve into 18 
some of those letters. And we're going to look at some of the problems facing the churches that he has 19 
established. Today in the study. Barnabas and Paul will be traveling together and during this time, John- 20 
Mark will start off with them but at some point in the journey, John-Mark and Paul have something go 21 
wrong. They don't get along and we're not exactly sure what it is. Some theologians have guessed it 22 
might have been that they couldn't keep up or that there was a theological disagreement about the 23 
Gentiles, whatever it might be, John-Mark leaves Paul and Barnabas in this missionary journey and goes 24 
back not to Antioch but to Jerusalem. And he ends up later with John-Mark  traveling with Barnabas and 25 
Paul traveling with Silas later. And John Mark goes on to write the second gospel (Gospel of Mark) and 26 
later on he and Paul actually minister together but those are kind of the main figures for chapter 13 and 27 
14 in this first missionary journey. And when we study the first missionary journey, we're looking at Paul 28 
going from one city to the next city to the next city. And sometimes it can seem some people would 29 
think a little boring, just going from city to city to city. But what we need to do is enter the story, and we 30 
need to put ourselves in the story, Paul's on a missionary journey, and he is faced with certain 31 
obstacles. We in our own life are on a journey. God has given us a task and we're going to be faced with 32 
certain obstacles and we need to learn from Paul how to respond to those obstacles. So, as we look into 33 
this chapter, let's put our own life into the chapter and learn something from it. Some practical things 34 
we're not just studying somebody else's story; we're  also looking at  35 
Literal sense: how does this apply to me which is the Catholic way to study the Bible 36 
Spiritual senses, which is the allegorical: how it relates to Christ. The moral sense, how does it relate 37 

to me and the anagogical sense, how does it relate to the future? So, let's pray. In the NAME of the 38 

Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. Lord Jesus, thank You for this lesson today. And we do ask 39 

you, Lord, to give us a sense of Paul's travel and the obstacles that he faced and the tenacity that he 40 

displayed in his life. Lord, may we learn from it and apply it in our own life in our own obstacles. We pray 41 

this in Jesus’ name. Amen. In the NAME of the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.  42 

Well, chapter 13 starts off with a prayer meeting and it says in verse one, and we're going to read quite 43 

a bit of the text today and comment as we go, but starting with verses one through three, Now in the 44 

church at Antioch (Syria-north of Israel), there were prophets and teachers, Barnabas, Simeon, who was 45 

called Niger, Lucius of Cyrene, Mana-en, a member of the court of Herod the tetrarch, and Saul. And 46 
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while they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit said, Set apart for me Barnabas and 47 

Saul for the work to which I have called them. Then after fasting and praying, they laid their hands on 48 

them and sent them off. A few things about just these first three verses that really stand out; the early 49 

disciples are people of prayer. We saw that in the last couple of lessons that when Peter was arrested, 50 

they responded with prayer. They wanted to be with the Lord. And even in the daily direction of their 51 

work, these are people of prayer, they're worshiping the Lord, and they are fasting. They're praying two 52 

forms of piety among the Jews back then, which was almsgiving and then fasting and prayer. These 53 

were the signs of piety and they're involved in this these pious actions, and it's in the midst of it that the 54 

Holy Spirit said, Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I have called them. And that 55 

always reminds me immediately of John 17, where Jesus was praying to the Father and He said, Father, I 56 

have completed what you gave me to do. I have finished what you put me here on earth for. Now that's a 57 

good question for all of us to ask ourselves: What have you called me to do, Lord, what have you set 58 

me apart for? What task is before me that I need to be set apart for? Well, praying and fasting back in 59 

Paul's day was used as a means of seeking the will of the Lord. Later in chapter 14, which we're 60 

studying today, you also see in verse 23, that they're praying and fasting again. And when they had 61 

appointed elders for them in every church with prayer and fasting, they committed them to the Lord in 62 

whom they believed, in prayer and fasting, particularly fasting as a way of kind of shutting down the 63 

things of this world and food, and you know the heaviness that comes with food and then focusing on 64 

God and praying to hear the voice of the Lord. And that's something mmthat we all need to do 65 

particularly before we make big decisions in our life. For example, if we were to find practical application 66 

here for our own life, you would find it in things like before you take that new job, or you look for that 67 

new job, you might want to take some time to pray and fast and get the mind of the Lord the direction 68 

of the Lord, should I or should I not take this what is the Holy Spirit saying to you, in terms of giving you 69 

a piece about moving in a particular direction? Oftentimes when difficult things happen in my family, 70 

where there's a decision that needs to be made, Emily knows that one of the first things I say is, I'm 71 

going up to the church and that means I'm going to go be with Jesus in adoration. I'm going to spend 72 

some time with the Lord in prayer and there are occasions where we'll go without a meal to fast about 73 

something so that we can focus on it. We go without food so we can spend time doing something which 74 

is praying, and the Lord speaks to us during times of prayer. I had an instance just within the last couple 75 

of weeks, that’s kind an interesting little story where I was in a church, and it was completely empty 76 

except for one woman sitting in the back pew. And I was getting my notes ready, and I started to walk 77 

out and as I was walking out, I was praying, praying about the lesson that I had to teach and I looked 78 

over and saw this young lady sitting there and it's like, I stopped and I felt like the Holy Spirit was saying, 79 

talk to her. But I kept on going and I walked out into the foyer, and then I came back in and I stood there 80 

and I looked over at her and I felt like in the Holy Spirit, Talk to her but I walked on by. Then I turned 81 

around, came back up by her pew, looked at her and said, Hi. She said, Hi. And I got to know her. Turns 82 

out she was a young lady studying to be a psychologist; she wanted to be a counselor. And I said, You 83 

know, it's so interesting because just today my wife and I had a long discussion about the fact that in the 84 

Twin Cities there really needs to be a center for counseling where professional counselors and 85 

psychologists can meet with people for professional counseling and advice that are trained and they're  86 

Orthodox, they love The Church. We were talking about that just today that God needs to raise up young 87 

people to do this. And she looked at me totally surprised and she said, That's the word I was looking for. 88 

That's the confirmation I was looking for. I've been asking God what I should do and if there's a need for 89 

this. The Lord, He does these things when we're praying, and he gives direction to our lives during the 90 

times of prayer. And so, they set apart Barnabas and Saul for the work to which God called them and 91 
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then after fasting and praying, then they laid their hands on them and sent them off . You can read 92 

about it back in the Old Testament  Numbers 8:101 covers this. The laying on of hands is a type of 93 

commissioning where you're commissioning someone for a particular task. That's why priests have 94 

hands laid on them. Deacons have hands laid on. There's an anointing that takes place because they've 95 

been called to a particular task. That's why sometimes we pray with one another. Someone's going to go 96 

on a mission trip, or they're going to do something at work, and they say, Would you all pray for me? 97 

People gather around them and in our own laity way I guess you could say, we lay hands on them and 98 

we, in a sense, commission them to Go in the power of the Holy Spirit to do the work that God has called 99 

them to do.  100 

Well, after this commissioning begins the first of three missionary journeys for Paul, starting in (ACTS 3) 101 
verse four, So being sent out by the Holy Spirit, they went down to Cilicia; and from there, they sailed to 102 
Cyprus, (that's that island off the coast of Israel. By the way, that's where Barnabas is from. the island of 103 
Cyprus). When they arrived at Salamis, they proclaimed the Word of God in the synagogues of the Jews, 104 
and they had John to assist them. When they had gone through the whole island as far as Paphos, they 105 
came upon a certain magician. We'll look at that magician here in just a second but Paul has a pattern 106 
when he  goes out in these missionary journeys, and that is he has a habit of going to the synagogue 107 
first. Any city that he goes in, he goes to the synagogue first. Now there's a few cities that he goes into 108 
where there isn't a synagogue, and that's a little bit different, but typically he goes to a synagogue first 109 
for a couple of reasons.  110 
1.Community Center: One reason is a very practical reason and that is that the synagogue in 111 
Paul's day is really like a community center.  112 
2.Study/Worship Center: Also, it's a place to come together and study and worship, but it's also a place 113 
where the whole community comes together and even Gentiles gather around the synagogue, a 114 
meeting place and so it's a natural place to be able to teach is at the synagogue.  115 
3.Jews first, Gentiles second: But also, the other reason is that Paul is keenly aware that the mission of 116 
Jesus was to the Jews first then to the Gentiles, and that there was an order to evangelization in Jesus’ 117 
ministry and in the early churches ministry, specifically Paul, that was to the Jews first and then to the 118 
Gentiles. The gentile isn't second class in any way, but there was just an understood order.  119 
And Paul writes about this in a number of places, particularly in Romans, you can read Romans 1:1-16 in 120 
which Paul says, For I am not ashamed of the Gospel; it is the power of God for salvation to everyone 121 
who has faith to the Jews first, and also to the Greek and later he writes about the special privilege that 122 
the Jews have as those who have the WORD of God and the Prophet spoke to them. And so, this seems 123 
to be his pattern as he goes from synagogue to synagogue. Then in ACTS 13:7, we meet up with this 124 
false prophet a Jewish false prophet named Bar-Jesus. He was with the proconsul Sergius Paulus, a man 125 
of intelligence who summoned Barnabas and Saul and sought to hear the WORD of God. Now Sergius 126 
Paulus is the Roman governor of the island. He's a Gentile, but he summons Paul and Barnabas because 127 
he wants to hear from them What they have been teaching, But  Elymus, the magician (that's what his 128 
name means “magician”), withstood them seeking to turn away the Proconsul from the faith. And here's 129 
where Paul gets really, really bold in front of this Roman governor. You can imagine this; I’d love to see 130 
this scene when I get to heaven. Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit looked intently at him. You imagine this? 131 
He looks intently and he said, You son of the devil. You son of the devil, you enemy of all righteousness, 132 
full of all deceit and villainy, will you not stop making crooked the straight paths of the Lord? And now 133 
behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you shall be blind and unable to see the sun for a time. 134 
Sound familiar, doesn't it? Paul's been through this hasn't he? Immediately, mist and darkness fell upon 135 
him, and he went about seeking people to lead him by the hand. Isn't that interesting? That's really what 136 
happened to Paul. When did Paul have that happen? Pull back in chapter nine in verse eight, when Paul 137 
was on his way to Damascus and suddenly, he was blinded himself. But here the blindness of this 138 



COPYRIGHT DO NOT COPY FOR TEACHING PURPOSES ONLY 
 

5/25/24  ascensionpress.com 4 
 

magician, which is the second time Paul has been addressing a magician, the blindness was a sign of his 139 
spiritual blindness, and he was in need of someone to guide him and so really, the guy ends up 140 
becoming kind of a living demonstration of his spiritual condition and that is that he needs help 141 
desperately himself; somebody guide me and that's what really his condition was. He was blind and in 142 
desperate need of someone to guide him. Moving on from there, 11And now behold, the hand of the 143 
Lord is upon you, and you shall be blind…12 then the proconsul believed when he saw what had occurred, 144 
for he was astonished at the teaching of the Lord…13Now Paul and his company set sail from Paphos, and 145 
came to Perga in Pamphylia. This is in Asia Minor, going from Cyprus in North Mediterranean to Asia 146 
Minor, which is now modern day Turkey. Well, here, we start calling Saul - Paul regularly. Saul is his 147 
Roman name, Saul is his Hebrew name from this point on, it's very interesting. All in all, it's every time 148 
except for I once when Luke refers to him with his Roman name, and some commentators have guessed 149 
that it's because of this dramatic thing that happened with Sergius Paulus, the Roman governor. But it's 150 
also at this point, once they go from Cyprus, up to modern day Turkey, Southern Asia Minor,  151 
John (Mark) left them and returned to Jerusalem; but they passed on from Perga and came to Antioch of 152 

Pisidia and on the Sabbath day they went into the synagogue and sat down. After the reading of the law 153 

and the prophets, the rulers of the synagogue sent to them saying, brethren, if you have any word of 154 

exhortation for the people say it, so Paul stood up motioning with his hand and said…so they are in the 155 

synagogue, they're sitting down in the synagogue, and the custom back then in the synagogue on the 156 

Sabbath particularly was to read the law and the prophets. The two major divisions of the Old 157 

Testament you have The Law, and you have The Prophets. And you also have another division that's not 158 

mentioned here called The Writings, and they read them, and it was also customary to allow any visiting 159 

rabbi or distinguished visitor to make comments or to exhort on that Scripture. And here's Paul in the 160 

Jewish synagogue, they've invited him to comment, and he is going to unload with a sermon like you 161 

would not believe. And this going to really stir people up. And the sermon that he gives is from ACTS 162 

13:16-41. Paul gives this dynamic sermon, and he has a goal but before we look at that goal in a sermon 163 

and how he employs the Old Testament texts in the sermon, (he's speaking to Jews and Gentiles), it's 164 

important to take note that verses 16 through 41 is the sermon that is parallel to and very, very similar 165 

to two other previous sermons/messages. One is Peter in chapter two, very, very similar and Stephen’s 166 

defense before the Sanhedrin in chapter seven. Okay. So, Paul, in his preaching of the gospel is sort of 167 

following in the footsteps of the great ones before him who had been preaching, mainly Peter, and then 168 

Stephen, who became a martyr. Now, there's another really interesting thing here, too. I mentioned to 169 

you at the beginning of our study, that not only is there a parallel between the life of Jesus and the 170 

events of the book of Acts, but there are about 10-15 major direct parallels, which at the end of our 171 

study, we're going to go through all of them. We're going to just look at them one after another, but I'm 172 

going to mention them as we go. But within the book of Acts, there is a parallel between the life of Peter 173 

in the first 12 chapters. And Paul from chapter 13. And Luke has lined up identical events in each one's 174 

life as they both are living the gospel, as they're both continuing on with the life of Christ. My wife and I 175 

were talking about this, and my wife said that in the book of Acts these are not just random events. She 176 

said, The church is living the life of Christ, going out and doing what Christ did, just like we learned last 177 

couple of sessions about the new Exodus and Peter in prison. Well, in earlier in the book of Acts, Peter 178 

preaches to the Jews in chapter two. Now here in chapter 13, Paul is preaching to the Jews. And the 179 

messages are very, very similar. So, verses 16 through 41, Paul gives this message, second half of verse 180 

16, Men of Israel and you that fear God… now remember we learned about that earlier, didn't we? Who 181 

are the people who fear God? The Gentiles, right? They're the ones that are buying the tapes and the 182 

books and listening to them, reading them, but they're not quite in yet. They're not really part of the 183 

Covenant family yet. And Paul is constantly running into these groups where there's Jews, and then 184 
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there are the God-fearers, and he addresses them all. Why? Because the message that he's going to give 185 

using the Old Testament involves, and this is the theme, the restoration of Israel, scattered among the 186 

Gentiles, and the bringing in of the Gentiles into the covenant family of God. That's why I think Luke is 187 

very particular about using the words Jews and God-fearers because the message that Paul is going to 188 

give is for both of you. It's not just for the Jews, but it's for the Jews, and the God-fearer’s.  189 

Now, before we get into Paul's message right here, another thing we have to do is back up, just do a 190 
quick little bit of review when we talk about Israel. Paul is specific about Israel, particularly when he 191 
writes to the Romans in ACTS 9-11, he is very, very particular about the term Israel and in the Old 192 
Testament the term, the name Israel was specific to the 10 northern tribes that broke away from the 193 
Davidic dynasty in the south, and that happened in 930 BC. God made a covenant with David in 2 194 
Samuel 7, an everlasting covenant. Someone from David's family would be on the throne forever. Then 195 
Solomon is the king in 930 BC. The Kingdom divides into two nations in 930 BC  196 

Israel: the 10 tribes to the north, Israel (Romans 9-11) 197 
Judah: the 2 tribes to the south made up of Judah and Benjamin.  198 

Well, the prophets, Amos, Hosea, and Isaiah all prophesy about both the north and the south, 199 
particularly the North. In this case with Hosea and Nahum is going away into exile because of their 200 
disobedience. They're going to go away. Well, that's exactly what happens; judgment comes, and the 201 
Syrian army comes down and in 722 BC, they're taken away. And I mean, they are gone. They're gone. 202 
They're taken away and they are mixed among all those Gentile nations under the Assyrian influence. 203 
So, what do we do about those 10 tribes? Nothing. Because for the rest of the story from 722 BC, all the 204 
way to Jesus, there aren't 10 tribes anymore. There's only Southern Jews, the two tribes of Judah and 205 
Benjamin. So, what about all of these Israelites? What about them? Well, Jesus doesn't forget them. 206 
He's hinting all along about the Israelites. He's even bringing up things like the tribe of Naftali and 207 
Zeppelin up by the Sea of Galilee. No one has talked about those tribes for hundreds of years, they're 208 
gone. They're absolutely gone. But God has not forgotten them, and He is going to go after them. But 209 
the only way He can go after them now that they've been assimilated into the Gentile nations is to 210 
bring the Gospel to the whole world. The Gentiles and all Israel will be saved through the Gentiles. And 211 
that's Paul's task. And that's his argument in Romans. When you really start understanding Romans, 212 
you'll understand that Paul is so deep into this, that he has his mind on saving Israel by going to the 213 
Gentiles, they're out there, and that they'll all come into the covenant family of God. It's one of the 214 
reasons I think he goes to the synagogue first in everywhere he goes; he is going to the Jews first and 215 
then the Gentiles. So, with that Old Testament background and the question of has God given up on the 216 
10 tribes of the north? In no way has he given up on them. Jesus didn't give up on them in John 4 when 217 
he went into some area in the north and spoke to the Samaritan woman from the north, bringing up all 218 
the images of Hosea, he hasn't forgotten about the North. Paul hasn't forgotten about the north. And 219 
that's why he is out there now in the diaspora. And what's he doing in the synagogues? Bringing up Old 220 
Testament texts about the restoration of Israel and the restoration of the Davidic promises. With that 221 
restoration will come the inclusion of the Gentiles, which is going to cause problems. But I'll tell you, just 222 
as a little commercial break right here, I cannot wait to get to heaven and talk to Paul and talk to Jesus 223 
about some of these things. By the way,  if you can take anything to heaven, take your notes with you 224 
because we are going to straighten some things out and we're just going to have a blast. I mean, can you 225 
imagine this not even to mention what we've been through? But just think of what we're going to go 226 
through in heaven and learn all the facets of God that we're going to discover. I'll tell you what, there is 227 
nothing more exciting than this.  228 
Well, this speech that he (Paul) gives, is very similar to Peter’s and Steven’s, and looking through it, he 229 
starts off and says in ACTS 13:17, The God of this people Israel chose our fathers and made the people 230 
great during their stay in the land of Egypt. So, he's going to start with Egypt and the Passover, and he's 231 
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going to go all the way up to this present day. He is going to recount the history by talking about Egypt. 232 
He talks about coming into the land of Canaan. He talks about the period of the Judges and Samuel and 233 
them asking for a king in 1 Samuel 8  and Samuel is upset about it. As you might recall God says to 234 
Samuel, They haven't rejected you. They have rejected Me from being king over them. We talked about 235 
Saul. We talked about that in verse 22 (David), and when He had removed him (Saul), He raised up David 236 
to be their king of whom He testified and said, I have found in David, the son of Jesse, a man after my 237 
own heart, who will do all my will of this man's posterity God has brought to Israel, a savior, Jesus, as he 238 
promised. So, Paul's point in arguing in the synagogue is that he is bringing them from the Exodus to 239 
King David, and that through David, God has brought to us a savior, Jesus Christ of Nazareth. As David 240 
was the great model of a king and almost like a messianic model, King David, and there was some 241 
scriptures written in Isaiah, and in the Psalms that are sort of confusing about David, and speaking about 242 
God's anointed, not seeing corruption, and we're going to look into those in a minute. But Paul is going 243 
to make it very clear that these scriptures back in Isaiah 55:3 and Psalms 16:10 are speaking about Jesus, 244 
not King David, but Jesus. That's what his argument is going to be. So, he (Paul) says in verse 24, before 245 
his coming, John had preached a baptism of repentance to all the people of Israel. And as John was 246 
finishing his course, he said, What do you suppose that I am? and he (Paul) begins to talk about John. 247 
Then moving ahead for just a moment,  we move down to verse 28, Though they could charge Him with 248 
nothing deserving death (speaking of Jesus) yet they asked Pilate to have him killed (this is still his 249 
sermon going on) and when they had fulfilled all that was written of Him, they took Him down from the 250 
tree and laid Him in a tomb, but God raised Him from the dead. And for many days, He appeared to 251 
those who came up with Him from Galilee to Jerusalem, who are now His witnesses to the people. And 252 
we bring you the good news. That's what he's saying. Now he's up in Asia Minor in the synagogue, and 253 
he says, Now we bring you the good news. That what God promised to the fathers, this he has fulfilled to 254 
us, their children, by raising Jesus; as also it is written in the second Psalm, Thou art my Son, today I have 255 
begotten thee. Now from verse 33, he goes into using Old Testament texts to speak and I'll go through 256 
this, and it's the type of thing that you want to write down the text and then meditate on it and think 257 
about it. Remember, this Paul is sometimes hard and difficult to understand, he is very, very deep. But 258 
hear Paul quotes Psalm 2: 7 when he says, Thou art my Son, today I have begotten you.  Psalm 2 is an 259 
enthronement song and was used when a king was anointed. When the king was anointed, they would 260 
use the Psalm 2 and when a king was also adopted as a Son of Yahweh. Okay, the king was adopted by 261 
God as a Son of Yahweh. And this is an enthronement Psalm and here Paul is using the enthronement 262 
Psalm on the heels of saying that, we bring you the good news, that what God promised to the fathers 263 
this he has fulfilled to us, their children. How has God fulfilled all of this? By raising Jesus from the dead, 264 
as also it is written in a Psalm 2,  Thou art my Son today. I have begotten thee. Then he says, in verses 34 265 
and 35, and as for the fact that He raised Him from the dead, no more to return to corruption he spoken 266 
this way. I will give you the Holy ensure blessings of David. Therefore, he says also in another Psalm, thou 267 
will not let thy Holy One see corruption. So some thought this spoke of David, but Paul's argument is, 268 
this doesn't speak about David, this speaks about Jesus who didn't see corruption. Because it goes on in 269 
verse 36. For David, after he had served the counsel of God in his own generation, fell asleep, and was 270 
laid with his father's and saw corruption, but he whom God raised up saw no corruption. So, in verses 34 271 
and 35, Paul is building an argument that Jesus is the fulfillment of the Davidic kingdom. Okay, so he has 272 
brought them in the synagogue from the Exodus all the way up to Jesus. And then he quotes the 273 
Scriptures concerning David. And then he shows us, using the Scriptures, that Jesus is the fulfillment of 274 
the Davidic kingdom, and he does so by quoting Isaiah 55:3 Psalm 16:10. I'll just pause with those for a 275 
second, Isaiah 55. This is where Paul is drawing from in his sermon in this synagogue Isaiah 55. Now, 276 
Isaiah. Remember we've talked about this before that it's not just what Paul is quoting; it's not just what 277 
Jesus is quoting, but it's where they're quoting from. That also says something. It's part of a rabbinic 278 
method of teaching called Remez or “hinting” at a section of scripture. Isaiah speaks to those in Isaiah 279 
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55. He speaks to those who are in exile and encourages them that God will restore the kingdom of David 280 
through a covenant. Okay, so that's where this is coming from. Once again, Isaiah speaks to those who 281 
are in Babylonian exile, and encourages them that God will restore the kingdom of David through a 282 
covenant and God promises in Isaiah 55 to give Israel the promises of the Davidic Covenant through an 283 
everlasting covenant. That's what Isaiah is promising here God is promising to give Israel the promises of 284 
the Davidic covenant through an everlasting covenant and this everlasting covenant involves blessing 285 
all the nations and that's Isaiah 55:4-5. So, Isaiah 55:3 is what Paul quotes, and the context is that God is 286 
promising the Davidic covenant through an everlasting covenant. And the everlasting covenant involves 287 
blessings for the Gentiles for the nation's Isaiah 55:4-5, then it builds in Isaiah 55:6-7 the condition for 288 
such a covenant restoration is repentance, repentance, and that's why Paul is going to encourage 289 
repentance. He's very, very big on this message of repentance. The resurrection represents the power 290 
of Christ to restore Israel and the nations to covenant relationship to God through repentance. Then 291 
the other scripture that he quotes, not only Psalm 55, but he quotes Psalm 16 in his message right here, 292 
Psalm 16, was written by David and it talks about God preserving the Messiah from the corruption of 293 
death. Paul emphasizes the importance of the resurrection by citing Psalm 16:10. He argues that 294 
because David did in fact die and see corruption, the prophecy must apply to someone else, namely, the 295 
Messiah. The Messiah, Jesus, who died but was soon raised up. Then as you move on past that verse 38, 296 
you get into 3338 and 3938 and 39 say, Let it be known to you, therefore, brethren, that through this 297 
man, forgiveness of sins is proclaimed to you, and by Him, everyone that believes is freed from 298 
everything  which you could not be freed by the law of Moses. So that's how he kind of winds up his 299 
message there, that through Christ believers are justified and forgiven and this was not the full reality 300 
in the Old Testament through the ceremonial laws. But it is a reality now through Christ, you are free, 301 
you are free. And he explains this in more detail in Hebrews 10:1-4. I won't go into it reading right now, 302 
but you can read it. He explains more in Hebrews 10:1-4 but listen to how he ends his talk. He ends his 303 
talk once again assuming that his audience knows the Old Testament; he's in the synagogue. You can see 304 
how Paul teaches differently than we teach today because he assumed that you know so much about 305 
the Bible, listen how he ends,  do you and I might not seem like a whole lot. He says in verse 40 after he 306 
gives this message about Jesus rising from the dead, freeing us, justifying us, restoring the covenantal 307 
promises of the Davidic kingdom; Gentiles are now going to come in to the covenant family, he says, 308 
Beware, therefore less there come upon you what is said in the prophets, Behold, you scoffers, and 309 
wonder, and perish; for I do a deed in your days, a deed you will never believe if one declares it to you. 310 
Where is he the quoting from? That's the big question for us. We have to ask, Where is he quoting 311 
from? They know where he's quoting from. He's quoting from Habakkuk 1:5 and Habakkuk is very 312 
concerned. Habakkuk is bothered that the scoffers and those who are growing in wickedness will not be 313 
judged and God assures Habakkuk that judgment is coming to Judah by way of the Babylonians. 314 
Remember,  315 
 722 BC: 10 tribes were taken away by the Assyrians 316 
 587 BC: the southern two tribes are taken away by the Babylonians.  317 

Well, Habakkuk predicts it; he assures them that the scoffers will be taken away into exile into Babylon. 318 
The result will be exile. And Paul warns that the same thing will happen here to the scoffers who do not 319 
believe; they will be taken away into exile. And once again, you look at the practical application for 320 
today the moral sense of this what happens to us who become scoffers. What happens to those who 321 
ridicule the gospel and believers they enter into their own type of exile themselves. And we see this all 322 
the time. Now, in verse 46 it says, and Paul and Barnabas spoke out boldly saying, It was necessary that 323 
the word of God should be spoken first to you. Since you thrust it from you and judge yourselves 324 
unworthy of eternal life. Behold, we turn to the Gentiles. Now, that doesn't mean that there's a 325 
judgment on all the Jews but in this situation, they're turning from the Jews to the Gentiles. And then he 326 
says in verse 47 as he quotes once again from the Old Testament from Isaiah 49:6. So the Lord has 327 
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commanded us saying, I have set you to be a light for the Gentiles. That you may bring salvation to the 328 
uttermost parts of the earth. Now, haven't we, in our study, been talking about this message to the 329 
Gentiles over and over and over? And some people may even say, why can't we get on to something 330 
else? We know that the gospel is going to go to the Gentiles, but think for a moment, just for a second. 331 
You and I are sitting here today with Bibles in our hands, pencils in our hands and notebooks, learning 332 
about eternal salvation and the gift of life from Christ. Why? Because of the tenacity and the obedience 333 
of Paul, and men like Paul, and women like Paul, who put their lives on the line for the sake of the 334 
Gentiles, because God loves you so much. And so, what we're studying is, we're studying your family 335 
history, my family history. Thank you, Paul, as I'm studying this, thank you that right now at my home, 336 
I've got several copies of the Bible and my children pray to Jesus Christ before they went to bed tonight. 337 
Thank you, Paul. For this. I mean, it really gives me pause. And thanks to God for what they're going 338 
through here and the persecution that they go through and the tenacity that they display. Well, here he 339 
quotes Isaiah 49:6 about the Gentiles and in Isaiah 49. In Isaiah, God tells his servant, Isaiah,  to first 340 
restore Israel, then branch out to the Gentiles. And this is what the servant Messiah is continuing to do 341 
through Paul. Isaiah’s message refers to two divine actions:  342 

1. Restoration of Israel  343 

2. Salvation of the Gentiles.  344 

Moving on to Chapter 14 with the time that we have left, here it says in verse one. Well, backing up 345 

into chapter 13, verse 50, but the Jews insighted the devout women of high standing and the leading 346 

men of the city and stirred up persecution as Paul and Barnabas and drove them out of their district, 347 

Chapter 14. Now at Iconium, they entered together into the Jewish synagogue, and so spoke there that 348 

a great company believed, both Jews and of Greeks. But the unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles 349 

and poisoned their minds against the brethren. So, they remained for a long time, speaking boldly for 350 

the Lord. Moving on to ACTS 14:8, Now at Lystra there was a man sitting, who could not use his feet. 351 

Now this is a parallel story to Peter’s story earlier in ACTS 3:1-10, almost an identical story of a 352 

crippled man being healed. This one's in chapter 14 with Paul now at Lystra. There was a man sitting 353 

who could not use his feet. He was a cripple from birth, who had never walked. He listened to Paul 354 

speaking; and Paul looking intently at him. And seeing that he had faith to be made well, said in a 355 

loud voice, Stand upright on your feet, and he sprang up and walked. And when the crowd saw what 356 

Paul had done, they lifted up their voices saying in Lycaonian, which is a different dialect that Paul and 357 

Barnabas are not familiar with. You can tell they're not familiar with this because they're not sure 358 

what the people are doing, what their response is, that they're actually worshipping them. This is 359 

what they said in Laconia, The gods have come down to us in the likeness of men. Barnabas, they 360 

called Zeus and Paul, because he was the chief speaker, they called Hermes. And the priests of Zeus, 361 

whose Temple was in front of the city, brought oxen and garlands to the gates and wanted to offer 362 

sacrifice with the people. But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of it, and they finally caught 363 

what these people are about ready to do and they tore their garments, which is a sign of of disgust 364 

and an outrage they tore their garments, rushed out among the multitude crying, Men, why are you 365 

doing this? We are also men like you. We also are men of like nature with you and bring you good 366 

news that you should turn from these vain things to a living God who made the heaven and the earth 367 

and the sea and all that is in them. So, you can see here that a while back up, there was a story about 368 

this region. And you can read about this. The Ignatius Study Bible has some wonderful notes on this 369 

that are very, very helpful. I'm going to quote from that, and why the people wanted to worship Paul 370 

and Barnabas and why they were so adamant about sacrificing and great hospitality why? The crowd's 371 

reaction is based on a local legend, preserved by the Roman poet Ovid. It was said that Greek deities 372 
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once before have made a disguised visit in the region. But the natives had refused them hospitality 373 

and turned them away. Only a single devout couple had taken them in. In Thanksgiving,  the gods had 374 

turned the home of the couple into a beautiful temple, and in anger, they had destroyed the dwellings 375 

of the rest. Amazed by the healing of the cripple, the crowd thought the gods were revisiting them 376 

disguised as Paul and Barnabas and hoped to avoid the tragic mistake of their ancestors. So, they 377 

began to worship them. They began to worship them, but get this, in verse 19. But Jews came there 378 

from Antioch and Iconium; and having persuaded the people. Let me tell you about Paul. Let me tell 379 

you about Barnabas… they stoned Paul and dragged him out of the city supposing that he was dead. 380 

Now, he went from being a god to being stoned and what was the difference? And by the way, he 381 

comments on this in 2 Corinthians 11; he comments on this time that he was stoned, almost killed. 382 

What was the difference? The people were simply persuaded. Now there's two things we can 383 

conclude with here.  384 

1. People can be easily persuaded: People are very fickle in their conviction; be careful 385 

Later on, in the book of Acts, we're going to see the same thing happen to where a man survived a snake 386 

bite and they thought that Paul was a god and they wanted to worship Him, and the next step you want 387 

to kill. And so, people are very, very fickle. You know, they're very, very fickle in in their conviction.  388 

2. We cannot (allow) ourselves (to be) persuaded by the crowd. And then if people start to worship 389 

you, in a sense, or start to give you all kinds of credit, you can't take that either. That has to go off 390 

your back like water off a duck's back. Our focus is on Jesus Christ whether we are punched or 391 

praised. Our focus is on Jesus Christ. But to wrap this all up, Paul ends up going back to Antioch, in 392 

verse 26, ending his first missionary journey, but the thing that really speaks to me about this is that 393 

the Western world and all of Asia Minor, then the entire world, was affected by Jesus Christ through 394 

The Church, specifically the work of Peter and Paul. It's Christ moving through them, changing the 395 

world as He started when He was on earth for three years. He continues that work through these 396 

men, and they go through the same thing that Jesus went through-Persecution, misunderstanding, 397 

false witness, what's the response? To continue to love and to continue to offer themselves up for 398 

the gospel and taking that into our life today. We have the choice today; I have the choice today. Am I 399 

going to just say, I'm a Christian and this is what I believe XYZ or am I going to get into the game? Am I 400 

going to be The Church? And am I going to go out and proclaim the good news in Word and DEED, 401 

and will I withstand persecution? Now chances are, nobody in this room is going to get stoned 402 

between now and next week, at least with rocks. But what are you going to do if people come against 403 

your reputation? What are you going to do if they, in a sense, stone you spiritually, emotionally? What 404 

are you going to do this week? Will the gospel move beyond you? Or will it stop at that point saying, 405 

This is not what I thought; this is not what I agreed to. I could have stayed with Gamaliel in Jerusalem 406 

and been one of the greatest rabbis and teachers around. But God has called us to the way of the 407 

cross. And that's how the Gospel goes out. And we're seeing examples of it here in the book of Acts. In 408 

our next lesson, this whole issue of the Gentiles comes to a head and the first Council of Jerusalem 409 

will take place and we'll see how The Church then and now solves difficult questions. Let's pray. In the 410 

NAME of the Father and the Son of the Holy Spirit, Amen. Jesus, we love you. Jesus, we're devoted to 411 

you. Jesus, we're following you and we want to be with you, like you. We ask you to move in and 412 

through us to continue to change the world. We must decrease; you must increase. Jesus, we trust in 413 

you. We pray this in Your mighty name. Amen. In the NAME of the Father Son and Holy Spirit. Amen.  414 
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1 Numbers 8:10 – 11 – 10-When you present the Levites before the LORD, the sons of Israel shall lay their 415 
hands upon the Levites, 11-and Aaron shall offer the Levites before the LORD as a wave offering from the 416 
sons of Israel, that it may be theirs to do the service of the LORD.  417 
Wave offering: A wave offering is a ritual offering mentioned in the Hebrew Bible (the Christian Old 418 
Testament). One of several kinds of offerings mentioned in the Hebrew Bible, the Israelites gave wave 419 
offerings as a show of peace and service to God. 420 
  421 
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