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ACTS Ses 8: Kingdom’s Border Expand (55)

Welcome back to our study. We are studying the Acts of the Apostles and we are in Lesson Eight, and
this is the chapter where we see the Church begin to explode and evangelization moving out from
Jerusalem and into Judea and Samaria and even the remotest parts of the world, which we'll see more
fully when we come to the conversion of Saul, just a little bit later on. Let's open with prayer and ask
God to continue to lead us in our study, and those of you that are watching my video or listening by CD,
continue to pray with us that God would reveal more and more to you along our journey.

In the NAME of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. Lord Jesus, thank you for this
opportunity once again to study your WORD. Lord, we come to you as students, and we need, Lord, to
learn from you in a desperate way. We want to be conformed to your image. Help us by the power of the
Holy Spirit to decrease, and allow you to increase in our life, we yield our will to you, we yield our human
will to the divine will and pray Your will be done. In Jesus name, amen. In the NAME of the Father and the
Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

We ended our last lesson in chapter seven with the stoning of Stephen. Stephen was one of the seven
Deacons of the Hellenistic Jews chosen to wait on and serve the people of the community. Two of the
deacons we ended up learning quite a bit about, Stephen, one of them and the second one is Philip, who
we're going to learn about today. And Stephens martyrdom in chapter seven, sparks a revival, which is a
consistent pattern in Christianity when we see the martyrs, we see growth after that. There's the old
saying that the blood of the martyrs is the seed of evangelization. And indeed, that's what happens
here. And if you look around the world today and you see where the Church is being persecuted, you
can expect tremendous growth to take place after that. We started off in chapter eight, and it says,
Then, when they had said this, he fell asleep. Stephen fell asleep, that he died. Starting in verse one, Saul
was consenting to his death. And this Saul will be the great Paul we will read about later, and no doubt
he'll never forget the day that Stephen died. Then we move into the eighth chapter here where it says,
On that day a great persecution arose against the Church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered
throughout the region of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles who were devout men buried Stephen
and made great lamentation over him. But Saul was ravaging the Church and entering house after
house. He dragged off men and women and committed them to prison. So, there's so much even in
these first three verses here. We see in the eighth chapter here that the death of Stephen began a
persecution of the Church of Christianity, when Christianity was propelled at this point into Judea and
Samaria, (Judea being south of Jerusalem, Samaria being north of Jerusalem). Instead of causing
Christianity to be silent or to go away, or to hide under a bush, the persecution did the opposite. The
persecution drove them out where they actually did more for the Lord than sitting around waiting in
Jerusalem. So, the persecution moved the Church into a new phase of their life. And as | was preparing
this lesson, | was thinking to myself and kind of reviewing my own life and going over those times in my
life where things did not go well for me, and | felt like giving up or | felt like | was being persecuted
against. How many of you have ever felt like that, that you were being persecuted against? | know the
Old Testament says that a person who is heard is like a well-walled city or a strong walled city, you
know, when we are offended in some way, what is our response, somebody comes up and says, Are you
all right? and we say, Yes, yes. And we're like a well-walled city or a strong walled city, we don't let
anybody get through. And we hide, and we want to go underground, and we say, Well if it's going to be
like this, you know, if the Church is going to be like this or people are going to treat me this way since |
signed up for that committee, then I'm not going to have anything to do with it I'm just going to go away
and it's just me and God. But that isn't the reaction of the early Church. So, | asked myself the question
to think about the times when | was persecuted or something difficult happened. Did | hide, or did it
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mean a new opportunity for mission? And I'd have to say that going over my life, | found times where |
hid, times where | just had enough. | don't want this anymore. This is what it means to be a Christian
who needs it. And there were times where | said you know what, | have to move on, | have to keep
going. And out of that hurt came tremendous opportunity to evangelize. In fact, as | look back, I see that
at some of the greatest points of growth in my life and some of the greatest opportunities in my life
came after something difficult happened, and | didn't hide, but | just went right on and said, Lord, we're
going to persevere here, we're going to go forward, and great things happened.

Now here it says that the leaders stayed in Jerusalem; they avoided the persecution. You have to ask
yourself why. Why did the leaders not get persecuted, but the followers got persecuted like Philip,
Stephen and others? Well the answer is because of Gamaliel, (remember Gamaliel, back in chapter five
and verse 387?), He said he met with the people about these Nazarenes and he said, You know my
suggestion is, hands off on these leaders that you've arrested because others situations have arisen in
the past, and we found out that it wasn't of God, it went away. But if this is of God, you might find
yourself fighting against God. My suggestion is to ignore it for now. Leave these guys alone. So, they
took his advice, and they didn't persecute the leadership who remained in Jerusalem, but they
persecuted the followers like Stephen and others. And so, these leaders stayed in Jerusalem. It says in
verse three, but Saul was ravaging the Church and entering house after house. He dragged off men and
women and committed them to prison. And when you first read that, it doesn't sound as bad as what
Saul really did. You have to get a composite sketch of Saul in his own words and his own confession of
what he did to the Church if you really want to understand what's happening here, it says that He laid
waste. And that term to lay waste is a very strong, strong term. It speaks of a violent attack upon the
Church. He wasn't just interested in hampering the movement, or sort of slowing down the movement,
he was interested in destroying the movement and stopping the movement. To understand his zeal, you
have to kind of get inside his mind to understand why. One of the beliefs of first century Judaism was
that if every person on earth kept the Sabbath, (which was very important), that the Messiah would
come. And so, the reason that the Jews are so upset about things that happen around the Sabbath is
that every time the Sabbath is violated, it's like a delay in the coming of the Messiah. So, Saul is very
zealous, and he wants to make sure that everyone follows the law, and he sees what's happening with
this Nazarene sect or what they called The Way, ha’dereh in Hebrew, and The Way was going to hamper
the coming of the Messiah. So, he'is personally invested here in wanting to see that everybody obeys
the law. Well, to look at kind of a composite sketch, take a look at three quick scriptures on Saul's own
words as to what he was doing here when he was ravaging the Church, and he laid waste to the Church.
It says in chapter nine verse one, but Saul, still breathing threats and murder against the disciples of the
Lord, went to the high priest and asked him for letters to the synagogues at Damascus so that if he found
any belonging to The way, men or women, he might bring them bound to Jerusalem. Isn't it interesting
that some of the great leaders in Israel's history were murderers? It's Saul, we got Moses, you got David,
got all these great leaders that were guilty of murder, they had blood on their hands, and the greatest in
the New Testament in terms of theology and number of books written with an impact on the world, is
probably Saul, and here he is one who is breathing murder and threats against the People of the Way
(ha’dereh). You can also read about him in Acts 22, and you can see the intensity in these attacks. ACTS
22:3-4, he's making a defense before the people. He starts off in verse three, and he says, (and we'll talk
about this more when we get to this chapter), but he said, / am a Jew, born in Tarsus in Cilicia, but
brought up in the city at the feet of Gamali-e, educated according to the strict manner of the law of our
fathers, being zealous for God as you are all this day, | persecuted this WAY to the death, binding and
delivering to prison both men and women as the high priest and the whole council of elders bear me
witness. From them | received letters to the brethren, and | journeyed to Damascus to take those also
who were there and bring them in bonds to Jerusalem to be punished. And then you'll see him speak
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againin Acts 26:9-11, he said, I myself was convinced that | ought to do many things in opposing the
name of Jesus of Nazareth. And | did so in Jerusalem, | not only shut up many of the saints in prison by
authority from the chief priests, but when they were put to death, | cast my vote against them. This is
strong. This is the apostle Paul; thank God he was converted. | mean he was on a rampage, not to
hamper the movement, but to destroy it and even if it meant putting people to death the so be it. But
he tells us in many of these other occasions just how zealous he was for the faith. And, and that's also
something important to remember about our own testimony that in Paul giving a defense of the faith,
he kind of falls into a formula. And that formula is

e life before Christ

e how he met Christ

e what life has been like since.
And one of the things that we can do in sharing our testimony is we can tell people what was life like.
Now not all of us can say that just because some of us might not, I’'m not included in that group, have
been faithfully following Christ since they were children, but many of us have had adult conversions. We
kind of came to our senses, you know, like the prodigal son when we were 18, or when we were 24, 36
or 52. And we too can tell people, this is what | thought before | knew Christ, and that's part of our
testimony and nobody can share that testimony like you can, like the ball in a ballroom, that many
faceted ball. It has different sides and angles and shapes, and everyone reflects the light in a different
way and each one of us has that special story to tell and Saul sure tells his story, and my story might go
something like, before | met him, | was bored with Church. | was the greatest of those who were bored.
But I saw the light. | might go into a testimony of how | was raised, and how | didn't understand, and
how | used the name of the Lord in vain, | did not know, | did not have good formation. And some of you
might have a different testimony, but he uses his past in his testimony quite often. Then the story
changes in ACTS 8:4, and it starts to focus now on this scattering of the Church because of the
persecution, You can see why they would scatter, | mean they're out there dragging people and
murdering people and trying to stop The Way. And it says in verse four, Now those who were scattered
went about preaching The Word. What was the word that they were preaching? Well, The Word they
were preaching wasn't the New Testament, we know that because we didn't have a New Testament at
this point, so what was The Word that they were preaching? They were preaching the Old Testament,
and they were preaching the interpretation of the Apostles of what Christ did in relation to the Old
Testament, and they were passing on what Christ taught it already was in an oral form, and they were
preaching The Word of fulfillment of the Old Testament as seen in Christ; So, they were preaching The
Word. ACTS 8: 5, Philip went down to a city of Samaria and proclaimed to them The Christ. And the
multitudes with one accord gave heed to what was said by Philip, when they heard him and saw the
signs which he did for unclean spirits came out of many who were possessed crying for loud voice, and
many who are paralyzed, or lame were healed. So, there was much joy in that city. So here is Philip now
he's going to leave Jerusalem and he heads up north, just a few miles up into Samaria, and a lot of great
things happened up there at the hands of Philip. People that were paralyzed were healed. The lame
began to walk. And what's interesting about this is when you read the text from a Catholic perspective
or the early Church fathers, you look at the literal sense, people were killed, paralyzed, and they were
lame. But when you read it, like the early Church fathers did you also look for the spiritual sense of it,
and the early Church fathers were really big on telling us that the physical healings, whether at the
hands of Christ or the hands of the disciples, the physical healings were a sign of a deeper healing, and
that they were almost like Sacramental signs of something, and that was the healing of the heart, the
healing from sin. And so, when you hear that they are paralyzed, you also could interpret that in their
lives spiritually, they're in paralysis, they cannot move spiritually. They're lame, they cannot walk
spiritually, and that they were healed. They were healed, which speaks of that deeper healing, which is
the healing of the heart, the healing of the heart. Now that's how the early Church fathers oftentimes
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interpreted these various texts. So, going down to Samaria, but if you look at a map, where are they
going? Up. You know | always say go down because in the Bible anytime they go from Jerusalem, it
doesn't matter if it's north, south, east or west, they come down from Jerusalem. Jerusalem is the apple
of his eye, the centerpiece, and you always go down geographically. If you've been there, you realize
you go down. And so, I'm always in the habit of saying, and they went down, even though it's north, so
you understand what I'm saying now, they went down to Samaria and that's the way they actually say in
verse five, Philip went down to a city of Samaria and proclaimed to them The Christ.

| want to talk about this just for a moment and it might be a little bit of review here, but this is
important, why is Philip going to Samaria and why he is going to Samaria is such a big deal? Well,
Samaria represents for us those people that we normally would never have a relationship with, you
know that before Christ, there was a whole group of people, different groups of people in society |
would never be seen with. | would never spend time with them, | wouldn't have fellowship with them,
would never even occur to me. Since Christ, there's nobody that | wouldn't talk to, there's nobody that |
wouldn't befriend because Christ made the difference in my life. So, Samaria represents to Phillip those
people that you have nothing to do with, and | explain why in a moment. But we have to think about
those people in our life that we used to say, I've never had anything to do with them. I've never touched
them and never be seen with Linda, but now it's totally different. And this is what Jesus did. He totally
broke this barrier down and they accused him of being with drunkards and tax collectors and prostitutes
while they said, We'd never be seen with these types of people. And the reason is, is that they would
become ceremonially unclean. And the reason for that, staying away from Gentiles, staying away from
Samaritans, staying away from those who had disease and so forth, was because my level of
righteousness was not strong enough to withstand the unrighteousness of the world. So, God said,
Separate yourself. But Jesus comes on the scene, and he begins to touch a leper, go to those
communities that otherwise they'd say, we're not supposed to be with them. Why? Because they were
saying, you're going to be unclean and he said, No, no, no, I'm not going to be unclean, they're going to
be healed. Jesus’ righteousness overpowers the unrighteousness in the world. And so now he gives us
that order, and we're going to walk in His footsteps, and we don't need to be afraid of associating with
certain people. Now we got to use wisdom and prudence, but we don't have to be afraid. And so,
Samaria represents all of that to us. What was a Samaritan, who are the Samaritans? In order to
understand that we have to go back into the Old Testament and take a look at this to understand. If we
have right here the beginning of the book of Genesis (to my right) and to my left, you have the book of
Revelation on your radio dial, that's from left to right, you have Genesis to Revelation. You come to a
point in the end of Genesis where the children of Israel go down into Egypt for 400 years. And the book
of Exodus opens up, and there's a great exodus and deliverance from Egypt. And after that deliverance
from Egypt, then you have the book of Numbers, where they wander for 40 years in the wilderness,
followed by the book of Joshua, where they take the Promised Land, followed by judges, where there is
no more leader, and at the end of judges, they call out for a king. And then you have to move on to first
and second Samuel, and 1 Kings 1-11, where you have the royal Kingdom period where they call for a
king and they get a King, Saul than David and then Solomon. But when Solomon dies, his son Rehoboam
is next in line to be king in the royal kingdom. Because David, (before Solomon), made a covenant with
God. God made a covenant with David in 2 Samuel 7. And he said in that covenant that someone would
be on that throne forever. So, Solomon is next, then Rehoboam, but someone from the tribe of Ephraim
Jeroboam said, we're tired of this divided kingdom stuff. We're tired of how hard Solomon has been on
us, and we don't know if we're going to go along with this anymore. And so, Jeroboam had to make had
to force Rehoboam, Solomon's son, to make up his mind are you going to be hard on us. Are you going
to be easier than your father? And Rehoboam said, I'm going to be harder on you than my father. And
the kingdom is split. It's split. Boom, just split. And once it's split, it's split into two nations. Israel with
10 tribes to the north, led by the Ephraimite Jeroboam. And Judah in the south, led by Solomon’s son,
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Rehoboam, Judah and Benjamin. So, this happened in 930 BC, two distinct nations, Israel to the north
(10 tribes), Judah to the south (2 tribes) will not follow this, because what we're talking about here is
where the Samaritans come from. In the north, there were two non-writing prophets, Elijah. And Elisha.
There were two writing prophets spoke to the north, Amos and Hosea. The message that Hosea gave
the North was this, God is your husband, you are unfaithful. You see Jeroboam had taken gold and made
two golden calves and placed one at Bethel and one in Dan. And so, these are the gods brought you up
out of Egypt to Israel in the north, because Israel in the North was cut off from the Temple, they couldn't
get to the Temple because that was in the south. So, they're radical up in the north and way off base,
and Hosea comes with this message. God is your husband. You've been unfaithful, you've been
prostituting yourself, there's going to be punishment, you're going to be exiled. But listen, Hosea says, /
will not forget you. | will come to you. I will come to you, and | will comfort you and | will come to you
with refreshing water. Okay that's the message of Hosea to this north. Does the North listen? No, and
everything goes south, in the year 722 BC, Sargon the second of Assyria of the North comes down into
the 10 tribes and ravages them and takes them away into captivity, and then brings five kings, into the
north, five kings of other nations into the north and mixes them with their people, mixes them with the
remnant in the north, with the remnant left behind. Now, those people are called the Samaritans. The
Samaritans are a mixture of the remnant of the 10 tribes to the north with the five lords, or what are
called Bels that are brought in from other nations, mixed with that remnant, they're called the hated
Samaritans, a Jew is someone from the south, from Judah and Israelite is someone in the north, a Jew,
is someone from Judah, Jews have nothing to do with Samaritans, you see what I'm saying? They have
nothing to do with Samaritans, they don't have anything in common. The Samaritans have this
superstitious faith, they don't have anything to do with them. So that's the message. The message from
Hosea was, God is your husband. You've been unfaithful. In fact, Hosea, to demonstrate it marries a
prostitute by the name of Gomer. and she cheats on him. He is pained by it and says, This is how God
feels about you Israel. You've cheated on God. Hint: Samaritans.

Fast forward now. Jesus in John 4, what does he do? He goes into Samaria where Jews don't go to
Samaria. It’s like all of us here going to Wisconsin. Just kidding. John 4, Jesus goes into Samaria. Listen to
His message and this is a bit of review for some. Listen to His message. He goes into Samaria, no Jew
goes and he talks to a woman at the well, and he says to the woman at the well, who came to draw
water, give me a drink for his disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. The Samaritan woman
said to him, howis it that you a Jew, asked a drink of me, a woman of Samaria, for Jews have no dealings
with Samaritans. Jesus answered her, if you knew the gift of God and who it is that is saying to you give
me a drink, you would have asked him, and he would have given you living water. That's the theme of
Hosea.

Okay, now remember Hosea spoke to the north. Jesus knows all this. So he goes into Samaria, and says,
give me a drink. So, Pope John Paul Il said, this is the key to evangelization is that Jesus begins the
evangelization process with something as simple as, give me a drink of water. And so, he said after
that. The woman said to him, Sir you have nothing to draw with and the well is deep. Where do you get
that living water? Are you greater than our father Jacob who gave us the well and drank from it himself
and his sons and his cattle? And Jesus said to her, Everyone who drinks of this water will thirst again. But
whoever drinks the water | shall give him will never thirst. The water that | shall give him will become in
him a spring of water welling up to eternal life. And the woman said to that said to him, Sir, give me this
water that | may not thirst, nor come here to draw. Then Jesus changes the subject. What was the
theme of Hosea 1? God is your husband. You've been prostituting yourself. So, Jesus’ next question is
this. He says in the next statement, Go call your husband. And she said, | have no husband. And Jesus
said, You are right. You have had five husband ( Bels), Flerenee; and the one you are with now is not your
husband. So, his whole message was., | am your husband. | have come to you. | told you that | would
come to you remember, (Hosea?), | told you | would come to you, | would come with refreshing water, |
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would meet you in the wilderness, and finally the woman said, / know that the Messiah is coming. He
who is called Christ and when He comes, He will show us all things. And Jesus said to her, | who speak to
you am he. This is the Samaritans, the people that we don't talk to, we don't have dealings with these
kinds of folks, guess what? It's a new day. It's a new day. And we have dealings with these kinds of folks
now, because these kinds of folks, in just a few minutes may be our brothers, and our sisters. And that's
the beauty of the Gospel, the dividing wall has been torn down there's neither Greek nor Jew there's
neither female or male, black or white, but we are all equal, come together in the family of God. And
so, Jesus set the pattern for going into Samaria in Luke 17 and John 4. And so, what is Philip doing now?
He is following the pattern of the master. Even if he's not aware of it. | think he is following the pattern
of the master persecution and so forth, and now he's going to Samaria, and then he goes into Samaria
and wonderful things take place. It says that he proclaimed to them Christ and the multitudes, with one
accord gave heed to what was said by Philip. When they heard him and saw the signs which he did, for
unclean spirits came out of the many who are possessed crying with a loud voice, and many who were
paralyzed, or lame were healed. So, there was much joy in that city. So, | want to just put like a cap on
that one little part there for us in the practical application. Think about the people that when you meet
them in the course of your daily life, you say to yourself, oh, I’'m not going touch with anything to do
with them. They may be the ones that God is sending you to, to really have a major impact on their life. |
wish we had the time to tell stories, but we don't so we move on from there. In verse nine, and it moves
into this like a transitional phase in the chapter with this man called Simon the magician. There was a
man named Simon who had previously practiced magic in the city and amazed the nation of Samaria,
saying that he himself was somebody great, and he was well known in some areas and that says
something about the Samaritans, | mean they were open to this kind of thing. This guy had a great
magical powers and kind of reminds us of Moses in the Old Testament. The magicians in the Egyptian
court, Pharaoh's court trying to duplicate the works of Moses. Well, this is the first of several times
where there's a confrontation between The Way and magical pirates. The Catechism of the Catholic
Church talks about magic, tarot cards, horoscopes, palm reading - all of these types of things, and it
speaks negatively about them, and here's the reason why. Because the Church teaches that horoscopes,
Ouija boards and things like this is a veiled attempt to control human beings; to control things, time,
space, and humans with authority, and power, and that's what is wrong with it is that it is an out of
bounds means of controlling the future, controlling, ultimately, people. And so, look what Simon sees in
what's about to take place, he sees an opportunity to have influence and control over other people's
lives. So, Simon is an interesting character. Tradition holds that he's the father of heretics. And he's the
father of Gnosticism. Gnosticism was a philosophy, which held to what could be; where really came
from is called a Platonic dualism. Platonic dualism is this dualism in the world of spirit and matter where
matter is evil, and spirit is good. And the idea is to escape matter, as the Greek philosophers have a term
soma sema esti or the body is a tomb. And the idea was to leave the body and be free. How are you
free? Pure spirit, pure spirit Gnosticism is very much related to this idea that there is secret knowledge
to be had if you know the right words the right incantations, the right methods, and then you can into
the inner of true wisdom. That's Gnosticism, and we could go on more and more about that, but Simon
is considered the father traditionally the father of Gnosticism, and the father of heretics. And here it
says, This man named Simon would previously practice magic. He was known well in some areas. In
verse 10, they all gave heed to him from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is that power of God
which is called Great. And they gave to him, because for a long time he had amazed them with his magic.
But when they believed Philip as he preached good news about the Kingdom of God and the name of
Jesus Christ, they were baptized both men and women, even Simon himself believed, and after being
baptized, he continued with Philip. So, we have to have some signs of or at least some kind of conversion
that takes place at this point, because he hasn't seen the laying on of hands, and seeing signs and great
miracles performed Simon was amazed. This is something, this is really something. Then in verse 14, we
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see Peter and John sent from Jerusalem to Samaria to do what? To CONFIRM the work that was
started in the Samaritan people.

Now when the apostles in Jerusalem heard that Samaria had received the word of God, they sent
the to them Peter and John, who came down and prayed for them that they might receive the Holy
Spirit for the Spirit had not yet fallen on any of them, but they have only been baptized in the name

of the Lord Jesus, then they lay their hands on them, and receive the Holy Spirit. Now the Church,

what's happening here. Philip clearly has baptized these Samaritans in the name of Jesus. Then

they laid their hands on them and they received the Holy Spirit.

By all means, they received the first work of the Holy Spirit in their lives, that the Church teaches and
always had taught that the Confirmation in the laying on of hands; that Confirmation is a second work
that brings to maturity, and completion, what was started in baptism in baptism we're forgiven of our
sins were introduced to the family of God, and confirmation hands are laid on the Chrism oil is given,
and we are, we are given an indelible mark on our soul that says you're marked for Christ, it can never
be repeated, baptism and confirmation can never be repeated, and it gives you the power to be an
official witness the Church, a witness of Jesus Christ, and that's what's taking place here.
So, the Church has always drawn a distinction between the giving of the Spirit in an invisible way in
Baptism, and the laying on of hands and the receiving of the Spirit in a visible way at Confirmation. So,
the Church sees that this laying out of hands is connected to the Sacrament of Confirmation and who
confirms? The Bishop. The Bishop is the one who confirms and that's why Peter and John had to come
from Jerusalem. They had to come from Jerusalem to confirm, and you can read about this in more
detail in the Catechism of the Catholic Church. I'll read a paragraph to you in article 1288,

From that time on, the Apostles in fulfillment of Christ will, | imparted to the newly baptized by

the laying out of hands, the gift of the Spirit that completes the grace of Baptism.
For this reason, in the Letter to the Hebrews, the doctrine concerning Baptism, and the laying
on of hands is listed among the first elements of Christian instruction.

This is what they learned, one the first things they learned is about these two, Baptism and
Confirmation. The imposition of hands is rightly recognized by the Catholic tradition as the origin of the
sacrament of Confirmation, which, in a certain way, perpetuates the grace of Pentecost in the Church.
Now in article 1313 of the Catechism, | won't read it, but it goes on to say that it is the Bishop who is the
one in the norm who lays hands on those who are being confirmed but the bishop can give permission
to a priest, but the norm is that the bishop himself is the ordinary one who does the confirmation at that
point. So, once this takes place now, Simon saw this and says in verse, 18, Now when Simon saw that the
Spirit was given through the laying out of the apostles’ hands, he offered them money. Now, stop right
there for a second. Do you think he saw something that was worth maybe money? | have a feeling he
saw some radical changes take place in people's lives. Now this is also connected to Pentecost, where
we have tons of interpretation of tongues, the gifts of the Holy Spirit. In fact, we among many
charismatic Catholics, we have this movement of the charismatic gifts, which are alive today, and | think
properly putting it into perspective, it's a real awakening of that second work of Confirmation in the
Christians life. They have seminars even life In the Spirit seminars and other types of seminars where
they receive this kind of recharging of the Holy Spirit. Well, that took place at confirmation, but the Holy
Spirit seems to move in people's lives and stir up those gifts once again in a marvelous way. Well, Simon
saw something that he thought, I'm going to lay cash on the table for that. And | don't think it was just
kind of a mundane ceremony; he saw something, and he said, / want that. | want that in my arsenal. |
want that in my toolbox of magic in powerful ways of influencing people. And so, he offered money, and
he offered the money and in verse 19 He said, Give me also this power that anyone on whom | lay my
hands may receive the Holy Spirit. Then Peter said to Him, your silver will perish with you because you
thought you could obtain the gift of God with money. This is called simony. Simony is the sin of offering
money for ecclesiastical authority or spiritual things. I'm going to obtain authority by giving money for
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an office. Make me a bishop or make me this or make me that, I'll give you money. Has that happened in
our past? Yeah, it's called simony, and it's a sin. And you can read about it in article 2121 of the
Catechism.
He (Peter) says, your silver (will) perishes with you because you thought you could obtain the gift
of God with money. You have neither part nor lot in this matter, for your heart is not right
before God. Repent therefore of this wickedness of yours and pray to the Lord that, if possible,
the intent of your heart may be forgiven you. For | see that you are in the gall of bitterness and
in the bond of iniquity, and Simon answered, Pray for me to the Lord, that nothing of what you
have said may come upon me.
So, we don't know exactly what happened afterwards with him, but we do know that simony, which is
named after him, is a sin. Now when they had testified and spoken the word of the Lord, they returned to
Jerusalem preaching the gospel to many villages of the Samaritans. Then in verse 26, everything turns,
and we begin to focus on the Ethiopian eunuch. | love this part of Scripture. It says that the angel of the
Lord said to Phillip, this is another thing where you just read that over and think, Wait a minute. An
angel spoke to him. Am | open to that today? Am | open to an angel speaking to me and saying, go do
this, go do this? Some of you have heard my story about Tabitha, the young girl who was arrested in
Dayton Ohio for killing someone, 13 years old. | believe that day it just might been an angel that said, Go
to the prison now and | pulled over on the side of the road and said, Lord, if you were here, what would
you do about Tabitha? and | heard the words in my heart, Go, wrap your arms around her and tell her |
love her. And that's exactly what | did when | went to the prison and that's what happened. And | believe
that the Lord still speaks to us that way. And it might have been an angel, who knows, but an angel of
the Lord said to Philip, Rise up. Go toward the south to the road that goes down from Jerusalem to Gaza.
This is a desert road, and he went to behold an Ethiopian eunuch, a minister of Candace, the queen of
the Ethiopian, in charge of all her treasure, had come to Jerusalem to worship, and was returning seated
in a chariot, and he was reading the prophet Isaiah. Well, let’s take a look at this Ethiopian for a moment
here. The Ethiopian was posed was one of many who came to Jerusalem, they were called God- fearers
(Deut 12:1) people who love the Jewish faith but could not be a full part of the community. Now
what's happening in this story and one of the things | want to draw your attention to is that is the
Ethiopian is going to have full communion in the people of God in just a few minutes, but right now, he
can't, he's seeking, he's interested (Thresholds). He loves it. He went all the way to Jerusalem to
worship and on the way back, he stopped at Barnes and Noble and got a scroll of Isaiah. And he's
reading it in the chariot, on the way home. This guy is very interested, but there's a barrier.
Deuteronomy 23:1tells us that people who are disfigured (in such a way as a eunuch, who are castrate)
cannot have full membership in the community. It's one of the problems of the Old Covenant. That's one
of the benefits of a wall coming down. And so, you can become a eunuch by birth defect, or you can
become a eunuch by force. If you are like the treasurer, or you are over the harem of a foreign king, you
are castrated, or it could be by choice. And he was by force, but he can't be a part of the community.
And | love this where Philip ran up to him. This is what it says verse 20 because reading Isaiah, and
remember we got to find out where in Isaiah he's reading. The Spirit said to Phillip, so he's got two
things going on here, the Spirit said to Philip, go off and join this chariot. Once again, do you think you
heard this loud booming voice and the clouds parting, Phillip, join the chariot. No, | don't think so. | think
you heard a small still voice. Now's your opportunity. Okay. You run up, pause there for a second... |
have had that opportunity so many times in airplanes. So many times, while I'm sitting there, I'min a
bus station, I'm at the store, I'm at Barnes and Noble, wherever and | see an opportunity, and | hear in
my heart and | move on it, and something happens. | don't think it's any different than this, | really don't
think it's any different than this. The Spirit said, Join the chariot, and that's what | want to leave you with
in just a few minutes at the end of this study is to walk and hear that voice, join the chariot, when you're
out there during the day, you're on a trip, seeing someone reading a book. Join the chariot. Join the
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chariot, ask a question, what Philip asks is, he ran up to him and heard him reading Isaiah the Prophet
and he asked one question. Do you understand what you are reading? | love it. Do you understand what
you are reading? The eunuch said, How can | unless someone guides me? Isn't that beautiful, how can |,
unless someone guides me? Then he goes on and he asked the question, he say, Philip. This is another
passage of scripture that he was reading was, as a sheep led to the slaughter or a lamb before its shares
is dumb, so he opens not His mouth in his humiliation, Justice was denied him, who can describe his
generation, for his life is taken up from Earth and the Eunuch said to Phillip, about whom does the
Prophet say this, about himself, or about someone else? So, he's confused as to who is reading the text,
and he said, now this could apply to the writer, or it could apply to someone else. Philip says, Do you
understand what you're reading? (Eunuch) How can | unless someone guides me. This is important.
Much of Protestant theology teaches what is called...they have a fancy word for studying the Scripture,
which means that the scripture interprets itself. It's a fancy bit of theology that scripture interprets
itself, perspicuity. It's called the Perspicuous nature of Scripture; Scripture interprets itself, and all you
need is scripture because scripture will interpret itself, and here the Ethiopian says, How would | know,
unless somebody guides me? And the Catholic Church doesn't teach the Perspicuous nature of Scripture,
but we need guidance, we need a Magisterium. And that's what Philip is doing there, and he gives the
interpretation which is Christ. You see, the ancient philosophers like Socrates taught that all of the truth
was contained within us, and through the Socratic method of questions and answers, | could pull that
truth out of you. Christianity says no, you need to have the truth taught to you. We have the natural
law. Yes, but in terms of the fullness of the faith we need to be taught. It doesn't just reside in us
innately and it's brought out when | was doing my graduate work. | wrote a paper, and it was a
conversation | wrote a fictitious conversation between Socrates and Jesus is an interesting conversation.
And it was about the nature of wisdom, and whether wisdom must be taught or whether it was already
in the heart. And it was just a lot of fun. We don't have the time to get into that now. But with the
Eunuch here, what happens? Philip gives him the answer and the answer is Christ. Now the reading
from Isaiah 52 and 53 is known as the song of the suffering servant and speaks of Christ. And Philip
gives him the answer from just a few chapters later in Isiah 56. There is a portion of this text that
mentions that when the Messiah comes, eunuchs will be included in the kingdom. And he's been
reading this whole range of Scripture. So, he finds out that it's speaking of Christ, and that he has the
opportunity to be a part of the community and so what happens? The eunuch went along the road and
Philip opened his mouth and beginning with that Scripture, He told him the good news of Jesus. And as
they went along the road, they came to some water, and the Eunuch said, See here is water, what is to
prevent me from being baptized? So, you must have been baptized by Philip, and he commanded the
chariot to stop, and they both went down into the water, Philip and the Eunuch and he baptized him.
And when they came up out of the water, the Spirit of the Lord caught up Philip and the Eunuch saw
him no more and went on his way rejoicing. So that means that Philip was transported somewhere.
Beam me up, Scotty. And that's happened with Elijah twice in the Old Testament 1 Kings 18 and 2 Kings
2 but here the Eunuch, the one who could never be a part fully of the community, now because of
Christ, and the work of Philip is a full part of the people of God and that's the message that those who
could not be are now a part and tradition tells us, Eramaus, the great writer about 180 AD. He writes
that the Ethiopian had become the first to evangelize Ethiopia, he went down to Ethiopia and he
changed Ethiopia. Marvelous, marvelous picture as the Gospel begins to move out and how did it
begin? With this wonderful Ethiopian. How did it all begin? Persecution.

So just in conclusion, | would say that those times when you're persecuted and things aren't going your
way, be faithful. Don't hide but be faithful and don’t be surprised at what God will bring in your path.
And if it's a chariot, or it's a 727 or a park bench, and you see someone reading, just walk up and say, do
you understand what you're reading? I've done that a lot with people reading spiritual books, what are
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you reading there? Do you understand that? Oh, interesting article, what's that about...?, hmm,
beginning of a conversation. It's a wonderful way to, to evangelize.

Let's pray. The name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. Jesus, we thank you for
opening up the word to us and showing us how to evangelize. We now ask you to give us opportunity
and open our eyes to see the opportunities that you give us and give us courage in the face of
persecution, courage to go out and to be official witnesses for we have been confirmed. And we thank
you for that. In your name we pray, Amen. In the NAME of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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