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ACTS 20: Closing

| want to take a moment to thank you for going through the Acts of the Apostles with me. It's been an
exciting study and it's really challenged me in my own life. If we look at the Gospels, we see that Jesus
established His kingdom. And when he established his kingdom, he also sent out his disciples to spread
that kingdom around the world. He chose people just like you and me, people with insecurities and
people with faults and people with weaknesses. And even in those weaknesses and faults and
insecurities, He fills us with His Holy Spirit, and He does something beyond what we would ever be able
to do ourselves. And that's what | call the Great Adventure and it is to go on this adventure with Jesus;
to pick a mission in life that is bigger than you could possibly do on your own. And | think that's what
makes life so exciting with the Lord. If you correctly understand salvation history, you'll notice that
Jesus’ life is a recapitulation of the life of Israel. And now, as we've been studying the book of Acts, we
see that those early disciples are living the life of Christ; their life is a recapitulation of the life of Jesus.
Jesus promised that he would send out his disciples he said, in the gospel, he said, Don't be afraid. He
said, I'm going to send you out as sheep in the midst of wolves. You don't need to be afraid I'll be with
you always. And when you open your mouth, the spirit will fill it. And he said that, I'm going to send
you out, you're going to raise the dead, you're going to heal the sick, and lives will change. And that's
what the goal of this whole study has been. Jesus came and He established the kingdom by making a
new covenant, his aim to reconstitute Israel and Judah, but this time to also bring in all the Gentiles in
the world. And as we look back over the study, the book of Acts, over all of these weeks, we see the
early church filled with power. On the day of Pentecost in Acts 1:8, They waited in Jerusalem and for
the promise of the Father, and that was the spirit, and they were filled with the Holy Spirit, and they
were filled with power to do the works of Jesus. We see a church persecuted like our Lord, but in the
persecution, the seeds broke. We see in the early believers, that when they were persecuted, that the
church didn't diminish and the church didn't fall apart, but it actually grew, and it began to spread. We
saw that with Steven, as the church suffered and offered their life for Jesus, they would see eternal fruit.
And I'm praying that in your life'and in your mind and as we go out now and we continue this story and
the baton has been passed to us, | pray that you will continue to yield much fruit even if we are
persecuted and will offer up that persecution in union with Christ. We saw in the first half of the Acts of
the Apostles, in the life of Peter, the apostle for the Jews, we witnessed how his life paralleled the life of
Christ. We saw in the second half of the Acts of the Apostles, the life of Paul, that super apostle who
went on to write thirteen of the epistle. He lived the life patterned after Christ. One thing we surely
witnessed in the Acts of the Apostles, was that the spread of the kingdom does not always come easily.
There are obstacles out there; there's an enemy, there is Satan. There are those that don't like the ideas
of Jesus. They don't like His agenda. And so, the kingdom of God does not always come easily.
Sometimes, it comes in a difficult way. In fact, it may even cost you your life. But like Christ, we must
give our entire life for the gospel. For one day, we will see Jesus face-to-face and that will be the
beatific vision and that is our reward. We find in the new covenant that our reward is no longer things,
but our reward is Jesus himself in a piece of certitude that we have in our heart, as a result of following
Him, and we're odd in this world, were looked at a little bit differently, because we lay down our lives
and we're not going after what the world is going after. And our goals are not to have a lot of money
and a lot of things like the world; our goal is to be pleasing to the Lord and hear those words on the
Judgement Day, Well done my good and faithful servant. There are many obstacles along the way, and
we've seen them in the book of Acts. But the power of the Holy Spirit enables us to navigate rough
waters as witnessed in the life of St. Paul. What strikes me in the book of Acts 1:8, is where Jesus said,
You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you shall be my witnesses in
Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria, and the uttermost parts of the world. This is exactly what happened in
the Acts of the Apostles. Yes, they did go through obstacles. Yes, they did have problems. We witnessed
how they settled their problems in the early church with the church councils. You know that we've had
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21 councils since ACTS 15? And all along the church has always found a way to solve her problems and
she always will. But ACTS 1:8 is the scripture that stands out in all the scriptures in the book of ACTS. It
stands out as being really guide, You shall receive power, and you shall be My witnesses. We discussed
how that word witness comes from the word martus. You shall be my martyrs. But that doesn't mean
that we have to go out today and ask someone to make us a martyr. But it does mean that on a daily
basis, we give up our life. We empty ourselves for Jesus Christ, we empty ourselves for others, we lose
our life. It was Jesus who said that, if you want to find your life, you must lose it. And if you tried to save
your own life, if you save your own life, you will lose it. It was Pope John Paul Il who said, If you really
want to understand who you are, then you will lose your life. You'll empty yourself and you'll discover
who you really are. You're created in the image and likeness of God. You're created to love. You're
created to pour yourself out. So, in the words of John Paul ll, | would say, Church, be who you are. What
about your life? We study the Bible as Catholics, and we study the Bible by first of all looking at the
literal sense of the Scripture. And we did that in our in our study. But then we go on to look at the
spiritual senses of the Scripture, in the Allegorical sense: How does it relate to Christ? The Moral
sense: How does it relate to my own life and conduct. The Anagogical sense: How does it relate to the
future? It's the moral sense of the scripture that | would like to talk about just for a moment, as it
relates to the book of ACTS. What will you do with this message? What will you do with the past 19
sessions that you've gone through? How will you become a part of the story? Because the story
doesn't end, the story continues. And my friend, the baton has been passed to you. The story is being
read. It's your turn to run. You know that the story is not over. | want to challenge you to take those
words and ACTS 1:8 and make them your own to be a witness in Jerusalem, Judea, and Samaria, and to
the uttermost parts of the earth. What about Jerusalem? Jerusalem represents those who are close to
you, maybe your own family, those that you know very well, you're familiar with them. Are you a
witness? What about your life? What about what you say? What's on your laptop? How do you spend
your money, your time, your love, your devotion? Be a witness to those who are close to you and those
who you are familiar with, but then go into Judea and Samaria. Go into those areas that you're not so
familiar with. To be in some areas, you begin to reach out to those who are your neighbors. They are
those in all of our lives who we wouldn't normally associate with. Are you willing to love those that are
not a part of your small group of friends, those who you are not familiar with? Ask the Lord to open the
doors for you to be a part of their life. Love them. And then thirdly, thinking of the moral sense of our
study: How it applies to you and to the uttermost parts of the world, Maybe God is nudging you to take
an adventure. Maybe He's nudging you to go on a mission to go far away. From the familiar; to go far
away from your family; to reach those that nobody's thinking about right now. Is there a chance that
God is calling you to do that? Whether it's in Jerusalem, your family and those people you're familiar
with? Or to Judea or Samaria, to those who normally you wouldn't associate with or the uttermost parts
of the world - to completely leave everything that you are familiar with, as Abraham did when he left in
Genesis 12 to go into the Promised Land. Be any of those three, whatever three, but be a faithful
witness and totally rely upon the Lord. And every time you hear the book of ACTS read the ACTS of the
Apostles read in the liturgy, remind yourself that the time is you're filled with the Holy Spirit. You've
been confirmed to be an official witness of the church and official witness of Jesus Christ. In the Bible,
not only do you have the tradition, not only have you been confirmed and have the Holy Spirit, but you
have the blessed mother. You have a great Pope. At the time of this taping, it's Pope Benedict the 16th.
We have great saints, his older brothers and sisters. We have everything and most of all, we have the
Eucharist. Jesus said, I'll never leave you, I'll never forsake you. And we can cling to that. So being
nourished by the Eucharist, which Pope John Paul Il said is, the source of our apostolic zeal. We go into
the world to do the work of Jesus; to go into the world, to be the faithful servants. | hope you do join us
for future studies with the great adventure and once again, | want to thank you for taking the time to go
through the ACTS of the Apostles and | want to thank the core members of your study for organizing and
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also the small group leaders. Study this on your own. | pray that you'll bring it to your local parish, and
that you'll be a part of spreading the Good News of Jesus Christ. Let us close with prayer. In the NAME of
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Dear Jesus, | thank you for my friends who've been watching
the video and going through the questions growing in their faith. | pray myself also that we would all
continue to grow and seek you with all of our heart and we will never grow tired of following you. Thank
you, Lord for leading us. We thank You, Lord for making a sensitive to your voice. And thank you, Lord,
for bringing us on this great adventure. A journey through the Bible and the book of ACTS. Let us pray
this in Jesus’ name. In the NAME of the father and the son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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