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ACTS 15: Paul’s Ministry in Corinth; Paul’s Third Journey (Chapter 18)

Welcome back to our study on the Acts of the Apostles. Today we're going to be studying Acts chapter
18. This is an exciting chapter and we're going to do something a little bit different with it. We're going
to be visiting one of the epistles that Paul writes, namely, 1Corinthians and 2 Corinthians, as he is in his
second missionary journey. He doesn't write the letter in his second missionary journey, but he visits
Corinth. So we're going to take a look at what was that church like a what were the problems facing that
church. And we're going to start with prayer. In the NAME of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit.
Amen. Jesus, we love you and we adore you and we thank you for this opportunity. Lord, help us as we
study to see ourselves in this scripture, to be honest about our own problems and our own deficiencies
and allow the WORD of God to minister to us. Thank you for doing that. May we decrease and may you
increase. We pray this in Jesus mighty NAME, Amen. Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.

Acts chapter 18 is an exciting chapter that continues to follow the missionary journey as Paul reaches
out into the Gentile world to bring the gospel to the Gentiles but it also marks a change in our narrative.
For the most part, especially those of you who have been studying the great adventure our whole year
through the entire Bible and through the Gospel of Matthew, this is one of the first times now where
Paul is going into Gentile territory, and now we're starting to face problems that Gentiles would face but
the problems that Gentiles face are the problems that everybody faces. They just have a little bit
different face on them. And the apostle Paul in his first missionary journey, went out into the world and
he established churches. You might remember his first missionary journey as he went to Cyprus and
then up into Asia Minor, and then his second missionary journey he's also up in Asia Minor, and he is
establishing churches in his second missionary journey. And he's visiting a number of cities and we'll
take a look at some of those cities here in just a moment. But then, in the second missionary journey, he
starts to write and then he writes to the Thessalonians in his third missionary journey. He not only goes
back and visits churches, but he writes a number of letters to these churches, 13 epistles in all. Some
even believe that he wrote Hebrews. It's debatable as to who wrote Hebrews as some say, Paul, some
say apologists, who will also be introduced in chapter 18 here today. The Scripture starts off and it says,
After this he left Athens and went to Corinth. Corinth was the capital of southern Greece and at the time
Corinth was known as a real political center. It was a, a well known center for cult prostitution. There
was a lot of problems in Corinth in terms of morality, because they had cult prostitution where you
would go to a temple and you would engage in intimate acts with a prostitute as a way of worshipping.
So this, this is a whole different mindset that the church is facing now in bringing the Good News of the
Gospel, morality, justice and beauty to a world that thinks very differently. And | think that's why
reading these epistles, in the context of the book of Acts is so important. Reading them where they fit in.
Paul, when he comes to places like Corinth here, and most people believe that he came to Corinth right
around 50 to 51 AD, he wrote at least three letters to the Corinthians. We know that he wrote

1 Corinthians and 2 Corinthians, but also 1 Corinthians 5:9 alludes to a third letter. We don't have that
letter. So all we can assume is that was not meant to be a part of the Canon?, but he wrote at least three
letters. It would be interesting if that letter was ever discovered, what he wrote to them. He mentioned
this in 1 Corinthians 5 and and Phryne five and verse nine. Now, when Paul writes to the Corinthians,
and he writes to the Galatians, and Ephesians and Colossians, and the Thessalonians, and Timothy and
Titus and Romans, when he writes to all these different groups of people, he's not just writing a letter
and saying, It was great being with you, | hope you're doing fine. Things are going well here. He's usually
writing about problems that he has heard about. He visited the church, established the church, and now
he's catching wind that there are problems and these problems need to be addressed. As we read
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Corinthians, we read Ephesians, Colossians, invasions and so forth, we start to see that the more things
change, the more things stay the same and we begin to see our own lives in the lives of these ancient
churches that Paul established. Going on to verse two, and he found a Jew named Aquila, a native of
Pontus, lately come from Italy, with his wife Priscilla, so you have Aquila and Priscilla because Claudius
had commanded all the Jews to leave Rome, and he went to see them and because he was of the same
trade, he stayed with them, and they worked for by trade they were tentmakers. And he argued in the
synagogue every Sabbath and persuaded Jews and Greeks. And now according to 1 Corinthians 16:92,
Aquila and Priscilla's home was used as a regular meeting place where people would meet and discuss
the truth. Claudius, the emperor, was mentioned in the scripture here in verse two. Claudius, the
emperor, expelled the Jews in 40 AD from Rome allegedly according to historian Suetonius who gives us
the reason for the expulsion of the Jews from Rome as what he calls disturbances among the Jews, but
specifically in Rome, and | quote, at the instigation of Chrestus (Roman agitator who influenced
Claudius), probably meaning disputes about the Messiahship of Jesus, so that there were all of these
disputes going on about the Messiahship of Jesus. And as a result of the historian Suetonius, he
comments that Claudius expels Jews from Rome because of all this debate that is going on. Later, we will
see an individual by the name of Gallio (brother of Seneca, a famous philosopher who was the tutor of
Nero), who was admired as a man of exceptional fairness and exceptional calmness, and from an
inscription found at Delphi,? it is known that Gallio was proconsul of Achaia in 51/52. AD. This
information enables us to date Paul's visit to Corinth on his second journey, as well as his writing of the
Thessalonian letters. | bring all of that up to simply say this, Luke in his writing in Acts is considered by
many as one of the most brilliant pieces of ancient literature because Luke is so incredibly accurate. He's
so incredibly accurate in terms of world rulers and dates, and that makes it a great history. It's a great
history piece. Now, Aquila and Priscilla opened up their homes and the people who met in their home
were Jewish Christians from Rome, and they partnered with Paul, and we can see that they stuck with
Paul on a number of occasions in Corinth, Acts 18:3, they're with Paul in Corinth. We know that in Acts
18:18-19, they're with Paul in Ephesus. They follow Paul to Ephesus and then we know by looking at the
actual epistle to the Romans in ACTS 16:3-5, that Aquila and Priscilla accompany Paul to Rome. So Aquila
and Priscilla, as a husband and wife team are very close to Paul and they follow him very closely and
they are very good at teaching and they open up their home.

Nature of an Epistle: Now what | would like to do since they first meet in Corinth, the southern part of
Greece. I'd like to take a moment here to talk about the nature of an epistle. This is a great time to do it.
And we want to take 1 Corinthians and 2 Corinthians to show you what the nature of an epistle is and
Paul's writing of these 13 epistles all together and we want to take a look at the nature of an epistle.
Paul, who is the greatest teacher under Gamaliel, (who was known to teach on the southern steps of the
Temple Mount in the first century during Jesus day. Just this last week, we stood there on the temple
mount on the southern steps, right Gamaliel used to teach Paul who was a great teacher and most
promising student). And it was Paul that went out among the Gentiles to proclaim the gospel in the
good news and part of the reason, according to Romans, is that Paul knew that all Israel, the Northern
10 tribes in the Old Testament, would eventually be saved through the Gentiles, because those 10
tribes are out there now among the Gentiles. Everyone know what I'm talking about? In the Old
Testament. Remember, the (Royal) Kingdom divides in 930 BC into two nations: 10 tribes to the north
(Israel) and two tribes to the south (Judah). The Assyrians come down and take over world power from
the Egyptians, the Assyrians take away the 10 tribes into oblivion and scattered them out among the
Gentile nations. Well, Gaza through the prophets Amos, Hosea, and Isaiah, promises that God will not
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forget Israel. And in Hosea, He says, I'll come to you in the wilderness. | will come to you with refreshing
water. Well, how is God going to restore all of Israel (10 Tribes) and Judah (2 Tribes)? How is He going to
restore all of Israel when Israel is out there among the nations? The answer, Paul. Paul's going to go to
the Gentiles and he's going to proclaim the gospel. So he tried to go to synagogues first in every city that
he went to, but then there came a point where he said, I'm going to the Gentiles. So here's Paul, who
was the strictest of Jews from the tribe of Benjamin, a student of Gamliel, a Pharisee of Pharisees. He
converts and comes into the fullness of revelation. He's known as a Christian now, a follower of the
Nazarene and where is he? He's in Corinth. It's like going from the most the most strict religious sect in
the world to suddenly Time Square. And here's Paul walking around Times Square and he is facing a
whole different way of thinking, and a whole different way of life and he's establishing a church. And so
when he later writes back to the Corinthians, he goes through a series of problems that he has
encountered and he's heard about, and he's getting letters, and he's not real happy about it. But he has
to teach them. And so that's what Corinthians is all about. In 1 Corinthians, a letter which Paul writes,
gives counsel and instruction on important issues of Christian faith and conduct to people who think
very differently than he does. | would like to give you seven major points. I'm not going to dwell all night
on this but seven major points of Corinthians to give you an idea of what Paul is facing when he goes out
there on these missionary journeys. And we'll just use Corinthians as an example.

1. DISPUTES: Paul deals with disputes and I'm reading now from 1 Corinthians 1:10 Paul says,
I appeal to your brethren by the NAME of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that there willl
be no dissension among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment. For it has
been reported to me by Chloe’s people that there is quarreling among you, my brethren, what | mean is
that each one of you says, | belong to Paul, or | belong to a Apollos, or | belong to Cephas or | belong to
Christ. Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you, or were you baptized in the name of Paul? | am
thankful that | baptized none of you, except Crispus, (his name will come up and back in ACTS 18) and
Gaius, lest anyone should say that you were baptized in my name. (I did baptize also the household of
Stephanas. Beyond that, | do not know whether | baptized anyone else.) For Christ did not send me to
baptize, but to preach the gospel and not with eloquent wisdom, lest the cross of Christ be emptied of its
power. Now Paul goes on in 1 Corinthians there and he basically talks about what's called a party spirit.
That one guy says, well world Paulus, we're a Paul, we're a Peter. We're of Jesus. Now this is our
particular brand. And Paul says to the Corinthians, basically rubbish. This is immaturity. The Word of the
cross is folly to those who are perishing, but to us who are being saved, it is the power of God for it is
written, | will destroy the wisdom of the wise and the cleverness of the clever | will thwart. Where is the
wise man? Where is the scribe? Where is the debater of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom
of the world? And he goes on. So the one of the first things that Paul encounters in this new church is
disputes. Aren't you glad we don't live back in those days? What a relief that we don't have to put up
with that kind of stuff anymore. You know yourself that that we go we go through this. We go through
this in our in our own generation, where people will start to say, Well, I'm this particular brand or I'm of
that particular brand. And Paul talks about how this is a sign of immaturity, and maturity is that we are
about Christ. We are about the Lord and there shouldn't be divisions among us. That's just one of the
things that he encounters in these new churches that he's establishing.

2. IMMORALITY: One of their members in the Corinthian church has been guilty of gross
immorality, gross immorality of a kind which even normal society with all of their sins would have been
shocked by. ACTS 5:1—13) Paul hears that in this new body, this new body of believers in Corinth,
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believe it or not, there's immorality. Once again, aren't you glad we're not living back then? You see, we
are faced with this in our own church today. Easily Paul could say, if he was writing a letter today, he
could say either about the laity or the clergy. | have heard that this is going on. And then he deals with it.
He gets to the heart of the matter. For example, and this is how you're supposed to read an epistle by
the way, the epistles are not just random. Hi, how are you doing? So thanks. He's responding to the
Ephesians, to the Philippians, he is responding to the problems that he hears. He's bringing solutions
based on the truth, on the Old Testament; the revelation of Christ. He's bringing it all together and
saying, here's your problem. Here's what you do about it. And we can find the moral sense that is how
does it relate to my life easily when we read these. So it says in chapter five, it is actually reported that
there is immorality among you, and of a kind that is not found even among pagans, for a man is living
with his father's wife, and you are arrogant ought you not rather to mourn? Let him who has done this
be removed from among you. For though absent in body | am present in spirit and as if present, | have
already pronounced judgment, in the name of the Lord Jesus on the man who has done such a thing.
When you are assembled and my spirit is present, (notice that apostolic authority says when he's writing
them when you get together and my spirit is present), with the power of our Lord Jesus, you are to
deliver this man to Satan, for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved in the day of the
Lord Jesus. That's powerful. This is apostolic authority; that is Paul saying that this man is evil in what he
is doing here. He's living with his father's wife. You and | we would say that what was brought up, we
asked the question, Is that wrong? People would say as good old Minnesotans. Back then Paul has to
explain this to them; he has to explain that this is wrong. Now later he goes on and he explains even in
more detail why and what. Paul does this continually in Corinthians; continually in his other epistles, he
gives the moral sense to something. For example, in the Old Testament, you have Solomon's temple,
because no question about what a temple is (literal sense). Its place of worship and sacrifice; a meeting
with God, no question about that. We do word studies, manners and customs, and so forth in literary
genre. We come up with building like all the other nations. It's a place where people meet with God,;
sacrifice is made. It's a place where God manifests Himself in the temple. But then as Catholics
remember we go deeper; like the Church Fathers and we look at the allegorical sense. How does that
temple relate to Christ? Well, Jesus made it very clear in our study last time with Matthew when we
studied for a whole year Matthew, Jesus made it very clear, | am the new temple. And this temple
standing of Jerusalem is a type that was decided on clear back in 1 Samuel, and are in 2 Samuel. It's a
type but that type is going to fall away. It's going to fall away to the real Jesus who is the real temple,
and we dwell in Him and have our being in Him now. We commune with God in Christ. We are in Christ.
He's the new temple. Well, now the second spiritual sense is the moral sense. How does it relate to
me? How does that temple relate to me? This is where Paul comes in and he starts to just rattle off the
moral sense of the story in the Old Testament, and the moral sense to what Jesus did. How does it relate
to you? You don't sleep with prostitutes. That sounds funny, even coming from a church in a teaching in
America where I'm saying, Look, you don't teach what you don't sleep with prostitutes. And most
anybody could stand up and say, Yes | know that's wrong. But why is that wrong? So Paul gives the why
in his writings, and he says, because your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit. That's why you don't
sleep with prostitutes. So you have disputes in morality. And then in chapter six of Corinthians, you have
litigation members of the church who had been dragging each other before pagan secular courts for the
settlement of disputes that had arisen between them instead of resolving their quarrels in a spirit of
Christian love within the community of The Church. So Paul gets on them in chapter six. Starting in verse
one, he says, when one of you has a grievance against a brother, does he dare go to law before the
unrighteous instead of the saints? Do you not know that the saints will judge the world? So he's going to
make this point in saying, Why are you taking this to civil court? How come you can't resolve this
problem among yourselves? Don't you know that you yourselves are going to be judged? He says, the
world. You're going to sit with Christ, you're going to judge the world. And if the world is to be judged by
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you, are you incompetent to try trivial cases? See the logic there, so you're going to be judging the world
and you can't even deal with the smallest little disputes among yourselves. Grow up. So Paul's is hitting
on this over and over, grow up; mature, put away childish things. Do you not know that that we are to
judge angels, how much more matters, pertaining to this life! If then you who have such cases, why do
you lay them before those who are least esteemed by the Church? | say this to your shame. Can it be that
there is no man among you wise enough to decide between members of the brotherhood, but brother
goes to law against brother and that before unbeliever? To have lawsuits at all with one another is
defeat for you. Why not rather suffer wrong? Why not rather be defrauded? But you yourselves wrong
into fraud and that even your own brethren. Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the
kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither the immoral, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor the
homosexual, nor thieves, nor the greedy, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor robbers will inherit the kingdom
of God. And such were some of you. But you were washed, you were sanctified, you were justified in the
NAME of the Lord Jesus Christ, and in the Spirit of our God. Can you get sort of the drift of how
passionate he is about all these things he's been hearing about? So it's not this eloquent story on a
pistol. It's hard hitting. I've heard this. I've heard this. I've heard this. I've heard of disputes. I've heard of
immorality. I've heard of litigation. Then chapter six and verse 15, prostitutes. You ever think you would
come to Church and hear lectures on these things? Prostitutes. Now in ACTS 6:15 he says, do you not
know that your bodies are members of Christ, you can actually read from verse 15-20 on this subject, he
picks this theme up in verse 15, Do you not know that your bodies are members of Christ? Shall |
therefore take the members of Christ and make them members of a prostitute? Never! Do you not know
that he who joins himself to a prostitute becomes one body with her? For, as it is written, the two shall
become one flesh. But he who is united to the Lord becomes one spirit with Him. Shun immorality. Every
other sin which a man commits is outside the body; but the immoral man sins against his own body. Do
you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit...Once again the moral law some moral sense,
don't you know that your body is the temple of the Holy Spirit within you, which you have from God, you
are not your own? You are bought with a price. So glorify God in your body. Now as I'm reading that we
have

1. Disputes
2. Immorality
3. Litigation

4. Prostitution, that's the four out of the seven that | want to share with you. What would it sound
like today? What would Paul be writing about today if he saw us in America? He might not be writing
about prostitutes. There might be problems with people becoming prostitutes, but as a general rule
overall, | don't think that that's something that we really need to address in this Bible study. That it's not
a pervasive problem of people to go on to see prostitutes, might be individuals, but it's not overall. But
what would Paul say, | have heard and it has been reported that you are involved in questionable movies
on cable television. Would he write something like that? | think he would. | think he would say, It has
been reported to me that you're spending many hours at night watching very questionable films at night.
It's been reported to me that you're addicted to the Mall of America. Can you imagine writing that and
saying, Wait a minute, where's our priorities in our lives. So rather than reading this as somebody else's
story, or Paul's correcting somebody else's Church, we need to start kind of thinking about what would
Paul say to me in the area of immorality and disputes? Could he write and say to the Church, / have
heard and it has been reported that some of you are refusing to forgive your brother and are bringing it
up publicly in the public square. It could; it might be true. It could very well be true litigation and
disputes, that type of thing. So we kind of personalize this the fifth one is chapter 11.

5. Profaning the Eucharist: In Corinthians, where he talks about the Lord's Supper, 1Corinthians
11:20, When you meet together, it is not the Lord's Supper that you eat. For in eating, each one goes
ahead with his own meal and one is hungry and another is drunk. What do you not have houses to eat
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and drink in? Or do you despise the Church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What shall |
say to you? Shall | commend you in this? No, | will not. And he goes on. And he talks about profaning the
body and the blood of the Lord in verses 27 and 28 and 29. And he says that there are problems I've
heard about this. He said, there are problems in that some of you are not discerning properly the body
and blood of Christ. What he means by that is that there isn't a proper discernment that it is the body
and blood of Christ and their habit back then was to get together for what they would call a god a feasts,
or love feasts, and they would get together and the poor were being neglected and there wasn't the
proper preparation in their own heart to receive the Eucharist. And as a result of that, he even mentions
that some have died because of this. So the area of the Eucharist is a major thing that he hits chapter 12
of First Corinthians spiritual gifts. The Corinthians while they struggled with immorality, they were very
gifted and God had poured out on them gifts of the Holy Spirit.

6. Spiritual Gifts and way of love: And so in 1 Corinthians 12 — 14, Paul goes into this three chapter
phase talking about spiritual gifts, how the body of Christ works together, and this is all for a young
fledgling church. These are great things to read, and in the midst of chapters 12 and 14, we have
chapter 13. Chapter 13 is the way of love, of really loving one another where he says, If I speak in the
tongues of men and angels but have not love, | am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. And if | have
prophetic powers and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if | have all faith so as to remove
mountains but have not love, | am nothing. If | give away all | have if | deliver my body to be burned that
have not love a game nothing. Love is patient. Love is kind. Love is not jealous or boastful. It is not
arrogant or rude. Love does not insist on its own way. it is not irritable, or resentful. It does not rejoice
that wrong but rejoices in the right. Love bears all things, believes all things, hopes all things, endures all
things. Love never ends. Isn’t that beautiful, right there in the midst of this? And then the last major
dispute.

7. Resurrection: In 1 Corinthians 15:1-58 is dealing with the resurrection. There was a dispute
about the resurrection. Paul argues about the significance of the resurrection to this Corinthian church
and he says, Now, If Christ is preached as raised from the dead, how can some of you say that there is no
resurrection of the dead? If there's no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised? If Christ
has not been raised, then our preaching is in vain and your faith is in vain. We are even found to be
misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that He raised Christ. And so I'm not going to go into
great detail into that but Paul hits read the resurrection as the seventh major problem that he has to hit.
And then in 2 Corinthians, he spends chapter 10 through chapter 13 vindicating his apostolic authority,
because his apostolic authority is being attacked in 2 Corinthians. And then he brings out that great
verse in 2 Corinthians 12:9 the fact that he is so weak himself, but through weakness, the grace and the
power of God are magnified. Wonderful teachings Paul gives the Corinthians. So it gives you just a little
bit of an idea of Paulin his interaction with the Corinthians. And we stopped there, because we simply
came across Corinthians in ACTS chapter 18, After this, he left Athens and went to Corinth. And when we
read Corinthians now you'll see what he saw in Corinth, and what he'd heard about in the letters that he
was getting from people and he comes in and he nails it. He nails it with authority.

Now back to ACTS 18:5, When Silas and Timothy arrived from Macedonia, Paul was occupied with
preaching, testifying to the Jews that the Christ was Jesus. It's right at about this point that if you wanted
to mark in your Bible, you could, Paul writes his letters to the Thessalonians. So right here in this part of
the journey, Paul writes his letters to the Thessalonians and we could spend another couple of hours
talking about the Thessalonians. Paul really teaches them about rejoicing in all things and praying at all
times and stop looking up toward heaven. See, the Thessalonians were expecting the Lord to return at
any day, so they kind of sold off everything and was just standing around waiting. Paul says, Get to work;
you don't work. That's a good place to read this alone. In ACTS 18:6, And when they opposed and reviled
him, he shook out his garments and said to them, Your blood be upon your heads! | am innocent. From
now on, | will go to the Gentiles. And he left there and went to the house of a man named Titius Justus,
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a worshipper of God, (another word for a God- fearer ). His house was next door to the synagogue.
Crispus (Remember, we heard that earlier. When | read in Corinthians. Paul said, | didn't baptize many of
you and he says, well, a Crispus was one of them. But he baptized Crispus, the ruler of the synagogue
believed in the Lord together with all his household, and many of the Corinthians hearing Paul believed
and were baptized. And the Lord said to Paul, one night in a vision, do not be afraid, but speak and do
not be silent, for | am with you and no man shall attack you to harm you, for | have many people in this
city. And when you take verses nine and 10, and all those little phrases the poll uses there, Don't be
afraid to speak. Do not be silent. I'm with you. No man shall attack you. For | have many in this city.
Those are all little phrases actually from the Old Testament. And so tuke-isreminding-usand Paul is
reminding us of God's continued faithfulness here. ACTS 18:12, But when Gallio, (who | mentioned
earlier, the brother of Seneca, the philosopher who was the tutor of Nero), But when Gallio was
proconsul of Achaia, the Jews made a united attack upon Paul and brought him before the tribunal
saying, This man is persuading men to worship God contrary to the law, what law might that be? There
was a (Roman) law and the Jews were claiming that Paul was advocating a religion not recognized by
Rome. So Rome recognized certain religions, Judaism was one of them, which were permitted. And what
they're saying is what Paul's preaching isn't what we're about, and it's contrary to The Law. Rome has
not approved this religion. If he(Paul) had been given the opportunity to speak, he could have argued
that the gospel he was preaching was the faith of his fathers. And he probably would have argued from
ACTS 14-26. You get an idea of how he does defend that this faith is the faith of our fathers. ACTS

18:18, after this, Paul stayed many days longer, and then took leave of the brethren and sailed for Syria,
and with him Priscilla and Aquilla. At Cenchre-ae, he cut his hair, for he had a vow. How many of that
throws you a little bit when you read that? You think what if this is the great Apostle Paul, and he is
cutting his hair because of a vow he took. Let's take a look at that for just a second. At Cenchre-ae, he
cuts his hair for he had a vow. The reference here is to a Nazirite vow, the Nazirite vow found in
Numbers 6:1-21, has special emphasis on verse 18. You can also see this in Acts 21:22-27. It says in verse
22, What then is to be done? They will certainly hear that you have come, do therefore what we tell
you. We have for men who are under a vow; take these men and purify yourself along with them and
pay their expenses so that they may shave their heads. Strange language. We'll get to that later. That's
our barber shop chapter. We'll be getting into that later. But different vows were taken; this is
important. Different vows were frequently taken during this time to express thanks for deliverance from
grave dangerous. This is probably what is happening with Paul here is that people would take a vow to
express thanks for deliverance from grave dangers and up till now wouldn't you agree Paul's certainly
been through some grave dangers. And so he takes this vow or he doesn't shave his head. But the vows
many times were temporary and they ended by shaving your head. That was the end; it's almost like 40
days of penance during Lent. You know, where he's thanking God for deliverance and taking this vow in
verse22 19, And they came to Ephesus, and he left them there; but he himself went into the synagogue
and argued with the Jews. When they asked him to stay for a long period, he declined. Interesting little
point here. | just want to bring this out. When it says that they argued with the Jews there, | had the
most interesting experience this last week in Jerusalem where | had a friend, a Jewish man, Orthodox,
invited me to Shabbat, (Sabbath) services. So | went to the Sabbath services with one of the priests and
then afterwards was invited over to the house for the Shabbat meal. Right as we sat down at the table,
and just as we served and we're done praying and immediately from every part of the table, they had
neighbors and guests relatives around who all started firing questions at me. How is it that you
Christians said that and | did this and this and that, and I'm looking over a father like, Whoa, what do we
get into here? And they weren't being mean. They just wanted to know and it turned into this argument,
who was arguing, Christianity, the history of Christianity, Judaism, the temple not being there, and it was
very, very lively. The only problem was, | was dead tired at the end of the day, and | felt like | was being
put to a final exam here. But in some ways, | think this is Middle Eastern to argue points, like in the
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modern days over in Israel, they have what are called Yeshivas; a Yeshiva (a school of study). If you ever
witnessed a Yeshiva, you think that they might be killing each other. But they have on their textile, and
they're arguing points and trying to come to conclusions about these various points. And so it's a
different a world. If you look at Jesus teaching, they ask Jesus questions. They ask Jesus questions, and
how does he answer the questions? He answers them with questions. It's very Jewish, very, very Jewish.
Quickly now verse 20, when they asked him to stay for a longer period, he declined, but on taking leave
of them, he said, | will return to you if God wills, and he set sail from Ephesus. When they had landed at
Caesarea, which we were at two weeks ago, and was where Cornelius was when he called for Peter and
Joppa to come to Caesara to proclaim the good news and to explain this message. When he landed
Caesarea, he went up and greeted the church. And then went down to Antioch. Now geographically,
Antioch is north of Jerusalem. So what are we talking about? He lands in Caesarea on the Mediterranean
Sea, west of Jerusalem, goes up, then down to Antioch. He goes up and greets the brethren. What does
that mean? That is almost always a code word up to 1% particular city, you know which city Jerusalem
you always go up to Jerusalem 2500 feet above sea level. 2500 feet above sea level you can stand up in
Jerusalem and look eastward to the Dead Sea lowest point on the earth 1300 feet below sea level. It's
amazing country but they go up create the brother in Jerusalem, then go north but they call it down to
any you always go down from Jerusalem. Always go down. And then verse 23. After spending some time
there, he departed and went from place to place to the region of Galatia and Phrygia strengthening all
the disciples. Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of Alexandria, Egypt; second most important city in the
Roman Empire outside of Rome. And it had an extremely large Jewish population. It's where the
Septuagint 200 years before Jesus was translated into the Greek Old Testament called the LXX, the
Septuagint. That's where Apollos is from, Alexandria. ACTS 18:24, Now a Jew named Apollos, a native of
Alexandria, came to Ephesus. He was an eloquent man, (well versed in the Scriptures), He had been
instructed in the way of the Lord and been fervent in spirit. He spoke and taught accurately the things
concerning Jesus, though he knew only the baptism of John. He began to speak boldly in the synagogue;
but when Priscilla and Aquilla (remember they've been accompanying Paul all this time) heard him, they
took him and expounded to him the way of God more accurately, and when he wished to cross to Achaia,
the brethren encouraged him, and he wrote to the disciples to receive him. When he arrived, he greatly
helped those who through grace had believed, for he powerfully confuted the Jews in public, showing by
the scriptures that the Christ was Jesus. What scriptures is Apollos refuting them from? Old Testament.
Old Testament, Apollos is taking the scriptures and he is convincing them that Jesus is the Christ from
the Scriptures. And Apollos is a powerful man. He's referred to in 1 Corinthians 1, three times and twice
in 1 Corinthians 3. He is very, very powerful. And Paul speaks about how one man plants and another
man waters in the context of mentioning Apollos. Some people believe that Apollos was the one who
wrote Hebrews. Hebrews is one of those New Testament books where it's debated. Paul, no one says it's
officially Paul is apologists not exactly sure. But to wind all of this up, | want to remind you of a great gift
that we have in the Catholic Church. We have not only the great gift of the epistles, Corinthians, all the
letters written to solve for to address church problems. Problems in our lives. But we today have from
the Holy Father Pope John Paul the second in we will no doubt have some from Pope Benedict the 16th
apostolic letters we will have encyclicals we have encyclicals apostolic letters, pastoral letters from the
Pope's and these are in some ways they're not inspired like scripture, but they carry the kind of the
same flavor. Like Pope John Paul writing Ecclesia in America, about the church in America. He writes a
specific letter to the church in America and goes over the problems. What we need to do to face it, what
is our mission? And it's kind of an extension of the epistles that are sacred scriptures say they're on their
own playing. Don't get me wrong. But we have a great gift today. And reading of the encyclicals of Pope
John Paul the Second is apostolic letters. And in in my library at home | have a whole shelf of filled with
encyclicals and apostolic letters. From the various Pope's and it's a great gift because what they're doing
this is one of the things that impressed me about the Catholic Church when | came into the Catholic
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Church was that it's very difficult for you to find a topic in the world today. Where one of the Pope's has
not addressed it or the some church council has not addressed a problem whether it's the nuclear age,
whether it's pollution, the poor, whether it is ethics in work, internet, whatever it is. We have authority
in the church with the guidance of the Holy Spirit that is continually helping us and guiding us to hit the
mark, which is the life of the Trinity. Scriptures are on their own level. But we also have this other gift.
So | just bring that up in conclusion, to not avoid or to neglect the great writings of our church leaders,
and certainly the church fathers. The first 400 years of the church, but today we have these encyclicals.
You know | really don't know of a topic | mean there's even one written there's even a church document
on on ethics in advertising. | mean, | have | have | have bookshelves of writings where the church says,
this is a problem. And this is how you apply the truth to that problem. It's great gift. Great, great gift. So
you can see this is a full chapter chapter 18 Especially as we start now to deviate. And look at a couple of
the Epistles from the places that Paul is visiting on this second and third missionary journey. Let's pray to
the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. Jesus, we asked you to help us to make these readings
personal, that we would not read this as simply a letter to some foreign church, some ancient church,
that we would learn from their mistakes and we would apply it personally to our lives today. And we
would grow in you. We will be more perfectly conformed to your image. Thank you, Lord for the sacred
writings, the sacred scriptures. Oh what a privilege it is to read it, touch it, to speak it and to live it thank
you for this in Jesus name. Amen. Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit.

Canon

21 Cor 16:19 — The churches in Asia send greetings. Aquila and Prisca (Priscilla), together with the
church in their house, send you hearty greetings in the Lord.

3 Delphi: See https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Claudius%27 expulsion of Jews from Rome
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