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ACTS: Session 9: The Persecutor becomes the Preacher

Welcome back to ACTS of the Apostles....And we are going to dive right in. Last lesson in chapter eight, |
really liked that verse with Philip and the Ethiopian where Phillip says, Do you understand what you are
reading? And the Eunuch said, How can | unless someone guides me? Well in this week we have the
Apostle Paul, who is known as Saul, and he gets one of the greatest little bits of guidance ever. And he is
going to come into a whole new understanding of his faith thanks to guidance from someone who he
normally would never have anything to do with, Ananias. Let us pray.

In the NAME of the Father and the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Jesus, we love you. We thank you
for this opportunity to open Your Word. Lead us and guide us and help us to be more perfectly
conformed to your image out of this lesson so, Lord, we'll be challenged in our own life to give to you
more areas of our life, and to allow you to achieve in us. We pray this in Jesus” NAME. Amen.

In the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen.

This is the ninth chapter of Acts and it's the chapter where the great Paul goes through his mighty
conversion. And Paul was quite a man, he wrote a number of epistles and is responsible for the direction
of Christianity and he is a special vessel chosen by God for this purpose and his conversion is fascinating.
In his conversion, | find all kinds of practical things for us in our own lives and how we can change and
bring about more conversion. But let's start off with a few verses, ACTS 9:1 an on, Saul is still breathing
threats and murder against the disciples of the Lord. He went to the high priest and asked him for letters
to the synagogues at Damascus so that if he found any belonging to The Way, men or women, he might
bring them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he journeyed, he approached Damascus and suddenly a light
from Heaven flashed around him and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul,
why do you persecute me? and he said, Who are you, Lord? and He (the voice) said, | am Jesus whom you
are persecuting. The city of Damascus was north of the promised land in modern day Syria and Saul has
special permission to go up there and to take men and women, we covered this last week the zeal of
Saul to take men and women and to bring them back to Jerusalem, and no doubt some were even killed.
And his goal was to stop this group called The Way, and we'll get into that description of The Way, in a
moment. But one of the reasons that Saul was so zealous to stop this group was because it was known
in the first century, and a kind of a popular saying was that if everybody honored the Sabbath at once
around the world, then the Messiah would come immediately. And so, Paul sees this group called The
Way, the Nazarenes, he sees them as inhibiting the coming of the Messiah, because so much is changing.
And so, there's something kind of personal at stake for Saul. He wants to see people conform to the
Torah, and he's going to stop any movement that is contrary to that, and he's not interested in just
slowing down the movement, he wants to stop it; he wants to destroy it, he wants this movement
destroyed. Now the term, The Way, is really an interesting term. How many of you have ever heard of
Christians calling this what we live, The Way? You've heard that before? | have to back in to the 60s and
70s was actually a cult that was called The Way in the United States. But what does this term, The Way
refer to? Well, if we want to get inside of the mind of the first century Jew and hear what they hear
when someone said, The Way, we got to go back into the Old Testament, which we've done many, many
times; we go back into the Old Testament. But before we do that. | want to just let you know that the
Christians were not the only group that tagged themselves with that term, The Way. There was another
group. There was a group of people in Jerusalem that left Jerusalem and went down by the Dead Sea,
called the Essenes. The Essenes, (which many scholars believe John the Baptist was a part of),were a
group that was getting away from everything, because Rome was coming in and they felt that the end
was coming. And so, they went down by the Dead Sea. They lived a very austere life, and a very, very
hard life down there, and it was for the purpose of preserving Scripture. The Essenes did not marry, and
they dedicated themselves to the copying of the sacred text, putting them in jars, tucking them away in
caves down by the Dead Sea. In the late 1940s, a young shepherd boy found some of these scrolls, some
of these jars, and they're known today as the Dead Sea Scrolls. Well, this group called themselves The
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Way. They called themselves, The Way. So, if that group, the Essenes called themselves The Way, and
the Christians called themselves, The Way, what does The Way refer to that is so attractive? Why would
you want to be known as The Way? Well, in order to understand that you have to go back, way back into
the Old Testament, and understand that the term, The Way was a code name for a movement, and it
goes all the way back to Exodus 13:21 to speak about those who left in the Exodus, that great exodus in
the in the book of Exodus, that release from the bondage of sin and the tyranny of a slavery. Those
people that left were known as the people who went on The Way, they were on their way out of Egypt,
ACTS 13:21 and it says, And the Lord went before them by day in a pillar of cloud to lead them along The
Way and by night in a pillar of fire, to give them light that they might travel by day and by night. So, the
first time that we see this coming up with people identifying with The Way, is coming out of Egypt. And
we know that in our study last year also that the big picture that Jesus gives in Matthew's Gospel is He is
leading the new Exodus, not an exodus from Egypt, but an exodus from the bondage of sin. The big
Exodus; the big return from exile. That's what Jesus is going to be leading. Well, the prophet Isaiah is
also aware of this and the prophet Isaiah in Isaiah 40:3 and j (John the Baptist, often quotes from Isaiah.
So, the code name The Way, Isaiah 40:3 say, A voice cries in the wilderness prepare The Way of the Lord,
make straight in the desert a highway for our God. Every valley shall be lifted up and every mountain and
will be made low, and the uneven ground shall become level and the rough places for playing, and the
glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it together for the mouth of the Lord has
spoken. So, Isaiah also refers to this, The Way, and he uses it when he is in the wilderness, Prepare The
Way for the Lord. So, the Prophet Isaiah also is referring back to Exodus in that initial release from
bondage AND he is also looking forward to a people who are going to be part of the new Way, The Way.
And that's the exodus from real bondage, which is sin. So, the Prophet Isaiah, he looks back on the way
out of Egypt, and he looks forward to preparing the way for the Messiah, for the release of true bondage
of sin in the future. So, this term The Way, was a code word or a trigger word, that if you started calling
yourself, Look we're part of The Way. Well that that had baggage with it, that you didn't have to say a lot
more, it meant. Oh, you're identifying with the initial Exodus, and you're also identifying with what Isaiah
is talking about in the future and you're saying that's happening now and you're a part of that exodus
from sin, The Way. that would be exactly right but get this in Exodus 13:21, It talks about The Way out
of Egypt. Isaiah then much later, talks about those coming the NEW Way. And then Jesus stands up in
John 14:6 and says, | AM The Way, the Truth and the Life. And so, this is like major news to everyone. If
you're identifying with The Way then you're saying that Jesus is that way that Isaiah was talking about.
He is The Way. That is a mouthful. And when we read that in English you can see, sometimes all this just
goes right over. And we don't get it. And yet, back then, if you came up to someone and said, Are you a
member of The Way? That wasn't just if you believed in Jesus, it meant a whole lot. And of course, these
people are members of The Way. Now as he journeyed, he approached Damascus and suddenly a light
from Heaven flashed about him. Little trivia quiz here, what did Saul fall off of? Anybody know? Yeah,
funny, it's one of those questions where if you ask that in a trivia contest, what did the Apostle Paul fall
off of at his conversion, almost everybody that hasn't really studied the Bible will say, a horse, of course
and he didn't. We get that from famous museum pictures. One particular one, we have Saul falling off of
a horse, and that's burned into people's minds. Well, his journey to Damascus, and once again we have
an image back in the Old Testament and this is the beautiful thing about knowing the Bible timeline is
that we're always going back, we see the fulfillment of the Old in the New. But in Isaiah 9:1-2, you’ll
notice where Paul is traveling to on his way up north to Damascus. He has to go through the Sea of
Galilee area to go up to Damascus. Back in Isaiah 9, it predicted something about that area that he's
going through and in Isaiah 9:1-2 it says, But there will be no gloom for her that was in anguish. In the
former time he brought into contempt the land of Zeppelin, in the land of Naphtali, (that's the land that’s
right at the edge of the Sea of Galilee where Saul would have to travel, but in the latter time he will
make glorious The Way of the sea, the land beyond the Jordan, Galilee of the Gentiles. The people who
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walked in darkness have seen a great light. Those who have walked in darkness have seen a great light;
those who dwelt in a land of deep darkness on them, has light shined. And everybody knows this area
and what Isaiah says about this area. Here's Saul traveling through the area, and a flash of light takes
place. And he's knocked off his horse, but a great flash of light happens at that moment around him,
and he fell to the ground and heard a voice saying to him, Saul, Saul, why do you persecute me and Saul
said, Who are you, Lord?, and He said, | am Jesus whom you are persecuting. Let’s unpack a little bit of
that right there, not only do we know the historic setting that Saul is passing up through this area; Isaiah
said in the latter times a great light is going to take place here, and it speaks of the Gentiles coming into
the family of God. Here's Saul, from the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews, the greatest scholar of
Gamaliel, zealous beyond anything we've ever seen before and he's on his way to Damascus and
suddenly a light flashes, he falls to the ground and says, Who are you, Lord? And then here's the words, /
am Jesus whom you're persecuting. Now just a little bit about that in a moment but first of all, the name
Saul is his Hebrew name, Shaul in Hebrew, and no doubt he is named after the first king of Israel, the
first king of Israel was Saul from the tribe of Benjamin. This Saul is from the tribe of Benjamin so that's
probably his name namesake, you know he's named after the first king, but there's an interesting
pattern in the scriptures, when you use a person's name twice. When you say, Saul, Shaul, Shaul, it says
something, and it usually points in Scripture to some divine encounter with God. For example, you
have, in Genesis 22:11 what's called The Binding of Isaac, you have Abraham, Abraham. You have in
Genesis 46:3, Jacob, Jacob. You have in Exodus 3-4, the burning bush, Moses, Moses. In 1 Samuel 3:10,
Samuel, Samuel, and then here you have Saul, Saul. Suddenly a light from heaven flashed and he said to
him, Who are you, Lord? and He said, | am Jesus whom you are persecuting; why do you persecute me?
Now, a couple of things | wanted to say about this to just blow my mind , there are two ways of looking
at Saul and his name, Saul, whom we called Paul, that's his Roman name, Paul, Paulos, you have two
different ways of looking at this one.

1. INSTANTANEOUS CONVERSION: He suddenly gets struck by this light, falls off the horse, and he
has this instantaneous conversion experience, believes everything, OR what | have a tendency to
believe is that Saul is the brightest of all the students of Gamliel, he knows every bit of the major
arguments for the end times, angels, anything to do with Torah, this guy's like a steel trap. He spent his
life thinking through all of this, everything and now suddenly, he has this conversion experience. What
I'm imagining has happened here is that Saul knows all the words, all the scenarios, all the arguments,
he's heard what the Christians have been teaching, he heard Stephen, he was standing there when
Stephen was stoned after giving his defense, he can argue the Christian case if he needed to. And
suddenly a light flashes, and he is converted. And what I'm imagining has happened is that everything is
starting to fit into place, very rapidly. He's not just saying, Oh, wow, that was quite an experience. | guess
I'll just deny everything I've known and | will. I'll believe what you guys believe. Now | think suddenly
everything is coming together, it's like, Oh wow, if this is Jesus. Oh, wow. Yes, yes, Hosea, Hosea. Yes,
yes. He is putting it all together. Ever see those little puzzles where it was like an alphabet (pieces), and
you move the pieces around. At first it looks like it's chaos but then you start getting it. | imagine that's
kind of what's happening. Oh yeah, Hosea, Hosea. But then what Isaiah. Oh, yeah, it's like, of course, of
course, | kind of identify with this. Now I'm not in the league of Apostle Paul by any stretch of the
imagination, but | kind of identify with what might have gone on here. When | converted to the Catholic
Church, | was a Protestant pastor for 12 years, studied Hebrew, went to Israel a dozen times or so,
taught over there, understood the arguments, understood all of the Gebirah, the Queen Mother in the
kingdom of David the queen mother, who is the advocate and intercessor for the people in the kingdom
of David. | understood in the in the kingdom of David that there was called a position called the al Bayit,
the one who was over the household of God, the one who had the keys to the kingdom and the prime
minister in Hebrew, you would call him the al Bayit or the Papa, the Pope, the Prime Minister. |
understood all that, but | couldn't make sense out of what Catholics were saying, and | understood all
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that and then when that conversion came, and | said yes, it was like within a week everything fit. Like,
yes. Wow. Wow. Why didn't | see that? Why don't we see that? And so, I'm imagining in some ways that
Paul had that Lifetime's 5000, and his mind must have just been going nuts with and that we'll see in a
moment. What he ended up doing, he ends up getting out of town, three years. | imagine he gets out of
town just to absorb. Wow. Wow. It's like when | came into the Catholic church one of the phrases | used
over and over and over is. How did | miss that? | don't know how | missed that. | studied Hebrew; |
taught Hebrew. | taught geography, | taught of the early church fathers, | taught the rabbis. How did |
miss that? | don't know. But the light came on and that blind spot is exposed now, and | see it as an
amazing thing. Anyway, | could go on and on and you know about that.

2. But the second part of this encounter here that really speaks to me is this incredible union

between Paul, in his understanding of the union between the church and Jesus.

And he says, Who are you, Lord? | am Jesus whom you're persecuting. You're persecuting these people,
you're persecuting me every time you do this, you know that “right in his gut”, it's happening to me. To
me, there's that union, that intimacy between the body and Christ. | want to pause here for a second
because this is something that is either an interest, an intellectual idea, or it's a reality in our life. There's
two ways of looking at this:

1. I'ma Christian, this is what | believe, Jesus died for my sins. | believe that He gives me peace

and so forth and so on. I'm a Christian. Here | am, | go to church, this is what | believe, that's where I sit,
and | believe in Jesus. Where's Jesus? He's over here and we come around to this embodied presence.
He's different. He's over there, we're here, and the two really don't come together but we believe in
Him, we have all kinds of beliefs in Him. That's one way of looking at our relationship is that I'm here,
and we're kind of studying him, we were figuring him out.

2. The other is what Paul see, we are so united with Christ because of baptism and we're

so, one with Him, that you cannot separate us, you cannot separate us from the love of God. We are so
one with Him so that when | get up in the morning, it is Christ going out into the world and speaking and
encountering people. I'm not walking separate from Him, but | am one with Christ as the body of Christ.
I don't know if | can get that across enough, but this idea of the church and Christ as one, the head and
the body are attached, that idea so hit Paul that it became a major theme in his writings. A little bit later
on we're going to go through some of the epistles when we encounter the last third of our study Paul's
journeys, so we're going to go through some of those epistles, but for example, this idea of a common
theme of Paul's about the relationship between the head and the body, | AM the body of Christ. | am the
body of Christ. | don't just believe in him. | don't just sign off on a creed. | AM the body of Christ. Now he
talks about this, like for example in 1Corinthians 12. He talks about this in

Ephesians 5:21-32 and then the Catechism of the Catholic Church mentions this in article 787 through
791. We're just going to read 787. Listen to this good stuff.

From the beginning, Jesus associated his disciples with his own life, revealed the mystery of the Kingdom
to them, gave them a share in his mission, joy and sufferings. Jesus spoke of a still more intimate
communion between Him and those who would follow him. Abide in Me and | in you. | am the vine you
are the branches. And he proclaimed a mysterious and real communion between his own body and ours.
He who eats my flesh and drinks my blood abides in Me and I in him.

This, my friends, is intimacy. This is real intimacy in one. Can you imagine just for a moment a church,
I'm not talking about worldwide but just our parish, can you imagine what our parish would be like if we
treated each other in what we said, what we do, what we say to others about you, everything, my
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relationship with you; if everything was with the understanding that | am doing this to Christ. Can you
imagine how our churches would change? Can you imagine how our relationships would change? Can
you imagine how the world would change if everything | did, | did it as though | were doing it to Christ
because you're in the body of Christ?

Wow, affirming you, loving you, suffering, it would be an incredible place to go to church, wouldn’t you
say. | want to go to that church. | want to go to that Catholic Church because every time | go there, the
people, they treat me like Jesus. Wouldn’t that be something? They treat me like Jesus. They treat me
with respect, dignity and they love me, and they pour their lives out, and then you want to go back, it'd
be an incredible place. But | think that part of the reason that the Church in America doesn't have the
profound impact the way it could, and I'm included in this as guilty, is that it's our basic view that, we're
The Church, this is what we believe, rather than we're the Body of Christ, and this is what Paul is hit
with like a two by four between his eyes. St. Augustine said one time, in fact, it's in the catechism in
Article 795, St Augustine said this, | quote, Let us rejoice then and give thanks that we have become
not only Christians but Christ Himself. We've not just become Christians, but we have become Christ
Himself in the world. The head is not cut off from the body. This is one of the beautiful things about the
communion of saints, that we as Catholics ask our mother in heaven to intercede for us. Why? We're
not disconnected. We're not disconnected, Why do we ask our relatives to intercede for us or St
Augustine, pray for me. We do it because we would ask one another here on Earth to pray for me, and
going into a big test tomorrow, intercede for me. Why do | ask you to do that? Because we're in the
same body. What | do that to some heathen out there that is disconnected to Christ, but | come up and
say, Intercede for me today. No, but | come to you because you're in the body of Christ, intercede for
me and we do that with those who have gone on before us who are with the Lord and are alive. Pray for
me. We're connected, it's a big church; it's a big, big family, Let us rejoice that and give thanks that we
have become not only Christians, but Christ Himself. Do you understand, Brethren, and grasp that
rather than God's grace toward us, marvel and rejoice for we have become Christ, for if He is the head,
we are the members, he and we together are the whole man. St Augustine.

Then we move on, and it says in verse 6, arise and enter the city and you will be told what you are to do.
Isn't that interesting that all this time, the apostle Paul has been telling everybody else what to do, Hey,
you do this, Hey you then ordering everybody else and telling everyone else, and what is part of
conversion in our life? It's putting ourselves in a place where now, we can be told what to do. We can be
instructed; we are not to know at all. You know, the apostle Paul was the best student and now got God
is saying to him, Go into the city, you will be told what to do. You'll be told what to do and that's where it
is in the whole conversion process. You know | was a pastor for 12 years; | came into the Catholic Church
and Bishop Dudley told me; This is what | want you to do to learn your faith better. Suddenly | was in a
position where | was told what to do and that's the position of a neophyte someone new is saying, Lord,
teach me.

You'll be told what to do, and the men who were traveling with him stood speechless, hearing the voice
but seeing no one. Saul arose from the ground and when his eyes were opened, he could see nothing. So,
they led him by the hand and brought him to Damascus and for three days he was without sight, and
neither ate nor drank anything.
| think this is kind of interesting. A couple of observations about this one, that Saul has been doing what

for the last who knows how long? He's been persecuting and taking prisoners. He has been taking
prisoners all of this time and had permission to do so. But now he's blinded by the glory of God, and he
mentioned this in one of his epistles, he now has been taken captive by Christ. He's been taking

prisoners, now he's been taken captive, but the one that took him is Christ, Christ took him prisoner,
and he's become a prisoner for Christ. He's become a slave for Christ. In one place, he brings that out.
Now there's something here that we can learn from, and it's really hit me big. You know how when we
study the Scriptures, we study the literal sense. Remember,
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Literal sense: what is this, what's the text literally say this word in Greek study, Hebrew manners and
customs, literary study, what is it? No political bends. It's a no spin zone at this point. What does it
literally say? What does the text means in a true way?
Spiritual senses(3), way the church studied Bible for 1500 years before Reformation.

1. Allegorical sense: How does this relate to Christ?

2. Moral sense: How does it relate to me and my conduct my life?

3. Anagogical or ethical sense: How does it relate to the future?

So, in this case, we want to ask, how does this MORAL SENSE apply to my life? That is when the Church
Fathers read it and say, Well this could apply to our life by looking at it this way or (another way) and
Well | thought about this, Saul being blinded and God speaking to him. Others are going to tell you what
to do from now on. And | thought about that and here's what is interesting. Notice that God is speaking
into Saul's blindness. The glory comes and he is blind, and he has scales on his eyes, and here is God
speaking into Saul's blindness. This intrigues me because when conversion takes place in our life, it
usually happens when God begins to speak to us in those areas of our life that we're not seeing. We're
blind and God begins to speak to us. This is a metaphor for the scales falling off, a metaphor! for an
interior change of vision in his life. But | want to ask you about that; has God spoken to you in your
blindness? Now what do | mean by this blindness, and | thought about this the other day. What do we
do in the morning? We get up in the morning, we go into the bathroom, and we stand there, and we

look, and we look at ourselves, I'll use myself as an example, | stand there and I look in the mirror and
that's all | see, that's the angle | see. That's Jeff. How many of you have ever recorded your voice and
you play it back and what's the first thing you say, Do | sound like that, do I? Yes, 24/7 that's what you
sound like. I couldn't sound like that. There's no way that | can sound like that. You're blind to how
others hear you, and this is the same way when you're standing in front of the mirror, you're looking at
the mirror. and you see yourself, but then you go to Marshall Fields, and you try on a skirt or a pair of
pants, and you're in that room where it's got mirrors on six sides, and you're looking and go. Ah huh. |
don't like that. Oh, do | look like that. Yes, 24/7. That's the way you look, like that. So, you were used to
that blog; we're used to seeing ourselves in one way and everybody else sees our blind spot. They see
our blind spot, and someone says something to us and how do we react.? Oh, | do not! | do not sound
that way. | don't. Come on, | don't sound that way. Yeah, you do all the time, no matter what and | was
thinking about this speaking into our blind spot that sometimes you know for example in marriage, my
wife might say to me, You know, I'll be honest with me. What I'm telling her is, tell me this angle. And
she'll say, Okay, well, you've been awfully angry lately. | have not. | know she's speaking into my blind
spot. You've been angry. You've been just sort of hostile lately. | don't know what it is, and | can either
trust and allow somebody to speak to me in an area | can't see anymore; | can't see what she's saying,
I'm going to have to trust that I've been getting angry lately. | got to figure out why and allow God to
change me, you know in my own heart. And that happens so often, where we have these blind spots.
And that's why | asked again, has God been trying to speak to you in one of those blind spots, or do you
know every angle already. You got it all figured out. If you are like me, | got it all figured out, you don’t
have to tell, | know. Look at that angle and | didn't know at that point that mirror pointed it out. That's
like James says that The scripture is like a mirror that we look into, and we see the good, bad and the
ugly. And we have to make a change in our life. And here's Saul, he is blind, and God is speaking to him
in the midst of his blindness and he's going to have to be led by somebody else. He's going to have to
have somebody else explain. Here's what it's all about, and it's someone that he normally would never
listen to. I don't know if you've ever had that happen before in your life where someone comes into your
life and you're thinking yourself, I'm taller, I'm smarter, I’'m faster, I'm richer, I'm more handsome, I'm
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everything, number one. What do they have to offer? We don't normally think that way, but you know
what I'm saying. And it turns out, they say something to us that absolutely tells us the truth and changes
our life. That's what Saul is, smarter, faster, richer, all of these different things, and here's Ananias who
with fear and trembling and saying, | don't know if you want me to talk to him. I'm the one that's going
to be leading him by the hand and showing him The Way, | don't think so. And that's what ends up
happening and it's a wonderful, wonderful thing. So that whole little part | think that's real practical, this
whole issue of God's speaking into our blindness, this is all | have. And | don't hear my voice other than
what I'm hearing right now, you're hearing something different. You're seeing over here; you are seeing
something right now that I've only seen a handful of times. What are you looking at? You've seen this
more than | have, and | need to listen, | think, in the spiritual realm of our life. Maybe some of you see
things in my life and as we become friends, we open ourselves up, you can help me in areas where I'm
blind, and maybe | can help you. That's the body of Christ, and that's Ananias helping the great Saul.
Wow, how humbling. What a privilege. What a scene to see. You go on and it says in verse nine, And for
three days he (Saul) was without sight and neither ate nor drank. Now, there was a disciple in Damascus
named Ananias and the Lord called to him in a vision, and he (Ananias) said, Here | am Lord. and the Lord
said to him, Rise and go to the street called Straight and enquire in the house of Judas for a man of
Tarsus named Saul. For behold, he is praying and he has seen a man named Ananias come in and lay his
hands on him so that he might reqain his sight, but Ananias answered, Lord, | have heard from many
about this man, how much evil he has done to the saints to Jerusalem, and there he has authority from
the chief priests to bind all who call upon thy name. But the Lord said to him, go for he is a chosen
instrument of mine to carry my name before the Gentiles, and kings and the sons of Israel, for | will show
him how much he must suffer for the sake of my name. | love that in verse 15 it says, he is a chosen
instrument. Saul was literally chosen. My wife and | were talking about this at breakfast the other day
and | said, You know he was chosen, but | said you're chosen too. She said, Well, some people are chosen
more. And | said | don't know if | buy that so, he was chosen for a task and it's a visible task, but you're
chosen too. How do you know that your task isn't to give birth to us all? How do you know that your task
isn't to teach third grade, that's all?

You know, you have a task too and some can be quantified, and some can't be quantified and the
world's terms, but he is a chosen instrument; we're all chosen instruments. Saul would be the chosen
instrument to take the gospel to the Gentiles, and through the lost tribes of Israel and two kings, he was
the chosen instrument. And what is really interesting is that Saul represents Israel blinded. They have to
be led. But at the same time also he represents Israel in that he is fulfilling what Israel was called to all
along. And what were they called to all along? They were called to be a light to the nations. We're going
to see this in just a couple of lessons in chapter 13. Verse 47 says, For the Lord has commanded us
saying, | have set you to be a light for the Gentiles, that you may bring salvation to the uttermost parts of
the earth. What was Israel's task in the Old Testament? They were the firstborn among many nations,
and they failed, and they were called a nation of priests going into Egypt. But then in Exodus 32, the
Golden Calf incident, the nation was laicized and only one tribe rises up as the priests. So, their goal was
really to be a nation of priests going out and converting the world, but they didn't. But who does?
Saul. Saul is kind of a fulfillment of what Israel was supposed to do, to go out among the nations, and
let the light shine and be an influence around the world. So, it says also in verse 16, For | will show him
how much he must suffer for the sake of My name. Notice of all the things that Ananias could have told
Saul or that Jesus could have told Ananias to tell Saul, he tells him, he is chosen and I'm going to show
him how much he must suffer for the name of Christ. Saul did suffer. He's suffered greatly. He suffered
for Jesus in ACTS 14, 16 and 21 where Paul talks about the suffering that he has to endure. And this idea
about suffering with Christ because this idea of suffering is going to flow from his earlier understanding
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of his union with Christ, that the Church is the Body of Christ, the church is Christ flowing from that
revelation in the understanding of, | am also going to suffer. If he suffered, | will suffer. If he's going to be
persecuted it means I'm persecuted. Okay, so, Paul has this intimate understanding of suffering and
being tied to Christ. He's got that down, suffering and tied to Christ. And he writes about it as a major
theme. You can read about that in 1Corinthians 4, 2Corinthians 11 and Philippians 1. But Saul gives his
most concise teaching on suffering in Colossians with this message of the union between Christ and the
church. Persecution is brought to maturity in his teaching on suffering in Colossians 1:24, where he said,
I rejoice in my suffering for your sake, and I fill up in my body that which is lacking in the sufferings of
Christ. That's quite a transformation in a man like Saul said, / rejoice in my suffering for your sake, and |
fill up that which is in my body, that which is lacking in the sufferings of Christ, a pause for just a second
because we've covered this before as Peter says in his epistle, this bears repeating. What could possibly
be lacking in Christ's suffering? What did he not do? What did he leave out where we can all go...ahhhh?
Is there anything? John Paul Il said in Salvivici Doloris, Nothing. He did not leave out anything, but that
you might come to know Him more intimately and the love of Christ and the love of the Trinity. He
makes room in his suffering for you to participate. You're the body of Christ. Yeah, but we just want
all the glory in heaven and name to claim that we can have this and that. Peter says, If you're going to be
glorified with Him you will suffer with me. Peter got it too. We're one with Him. And so, would the world
have been any less purchased without our suffering? No, it would have been purchased but he allows us
to participate with Him by saying, Come. And now you're suffering if you're in me; you're suffering is
redeemed. It's changed your suffering; it is absolutely changed. If you're in me, and you're offering it up
in union with Me, then your suffering now has redemptive power. And that's what John Paul Il said, Each
one of us has a particle of the infinite Treasury redemption, we have a particle. So, it's like Jesus could
go around and say to every row, you've got a particle, you've got a particle and is taking out of the
infinite treasury of his own redemptive the world is taking a particle for each person, You got a particle,
you got a particle, you got a particle, you got a particle, you can all participate with me, you can all work
with me in the saving of the world wherever. You're my body, you're going to work with me in this. And
now the question is what are we going to do with it? What are we going to do with that little particle
that Pope John Paul Il said? You can apply it to loved ones. You can say | suffer for that loved one, for my
daughter, for my husband. | enter into the redeeming work with Christ, and | know what it is to love
you, as | offer my suffering. That's what Paul sees in this encounter he has with Christ. And | imagine it's
just popping, left and right, oh my, oh my, oh my and it's absolutely fascinating. The scales fall off his
eyes in verse 18 and after that, he took food and was strengthened. Then for several days he was with
the disciples of Damascus, and in the synagogues. Immediately he proclaimed Jesus saying, He is the Son
of God. So that's why | think this thing starts coming together so quickly, just like pieces falling together
because almost within days, he's standing in the synagogue, and he's arguing that Jesus is the Son of
God. Wow, that's probably how foolish | looked three weeks after | converted. To most people that
knew me while | was up there vehemently arguing for the Catholic Church, they're thinking, He's lost it
and some of them say, I think he lost it. And that's what they said about the apostle Paul, You're
studying has made you crazy. Verse 20, And in the synagogues immediately he proclaimed Jesus say he's
the son of God, and all who heard Him were amazed and said, Is not this man, the man who made havoc
in Jerusalem, of those who came are called on his this name. And he has come here for this purpose, to
bring them bound before the chief priests that saw increased all the more and strengthened confounded
the Jews who lived in Damascus by proving that Jesus was the Christ. When many days had passed, the
Jews plotted to kill him, but their plot became known to Saul, they were watching the gates, day and
night to kill him, but his disciples, took him by night let him down over the wall, lowering him in a basket.
One Saul to go. They put him in a basket, sent him out, so that he could escape. Now, this is really
interesting, that's the end of verse 25, They put them in a basket to go then verse 26 says, And when he
had come to Jerusalem, he attempted to join the disciples. But wait a minute. Something happens
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between verse 25 and 26, but the only way you can know what happened between 25 and 26 is to know
what Paul wrote to the Galatians. In Galatians 1:15-18, listen to what he says about verse 25 and 26.
He's been arguing the Jesus as the Son of God. He's escaped death by coming down in the basket.
Where does it go? It looks like he went to Jerusalem, but he doesn't go to Jerusalem for three years. It
says in verse 15, But when He who had set me a part before | was born and had called me through His
grace was pleased to reveal His son to me in order that | might preach Him among the Gentiles, | did not
confer with flesh and blood nor did | go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me, which
this is not the norm. But | went away into Arabia, and again | returned to Damascus, then after three
years | went up to Jerusalem to visit Cephas and remained with him for 15 days. So, between verse 25
and 26, he gets lowered in the basket, goes to Arabia, and what's he doing in Arabia? Probably getting a
major spiritual makeover because his mind is being blown. Wow, he goes back to Damascus for three
years and then goes to Jerusalem, where he sits at the feet of Peter and | imagine him saying, So, let me
run everything by you here, because we see that Paul even submits to Peter, who is the vicar, the first
Pope of the church. Now we go back into ACTS 9:26, and when he came to Jerusalem and attempted to
join the disciples, they were all afraid of him for they did not believe that he was a disciple. But Barnabas
whose names means Son of Encouragement took him and brought him to the apostles and declared to
them how on the road how (Saul) had seen the Lord who spoke to him and how in Damascus he (Saul)
had preached boldly in the NAME of Jesus. So, he went in and out among them preaching boldly in the
Name of the Lord and he disputed with the Helenists. Wait a minute. The Helenists. Remember Winnie
the Pooh, think, think, think? Hellenist. Where have we heard that before? Saul stood by as Stephen
testified to the Helenists and the Hellenists stoned Stephen. And Saul stood there holding their
garments, and now here we are three years, at least three years later, Saul is arguing with the Helenists
that Jesus is the Son of God, and it says, they were seeking to kill him. Isn't that interesting that there he
stood giving full consent and now puts his life on the line; Jesus is the Lord, He is the Savior. And when
the brethren knew it, they brought him down to Caesarea and sent him off to Tarsus. A couple of quick
things in verse 36 through 43, Peter heals Tabitha. Read that very carefully along with Mark 4 where
Jesus raises the dead. Mark 5:35 - 43, you'll know if you take the two, | wish we had more time to line up
Jesus and Mark 5. Peter here in Acts 9 you'll see parallel accounts of how Peter handles a situation,
everything is identical to Jesus and that tells me something, he is following in the master’s footsteps.
He's doing the work of Christ, he is the body of Christ and is doing things just like Jesus did, putting
people outside words that he uses results he gets, he is doing the work of Christ. This chapter ends in
Verse 42, And it came known through became known throughout all Joppha and many believed in the
Lord, and he stayed in Joppha for many days with one Simon, a tanner. Now this, this happens is Tabitha
story happens in Joppha, he stays with a tanner in Joppha, two things real quick. For our next few
lessons, pay real close attention to Joppha. And I'm not going to give the answer, but think, think, think,
see what happened in the Old Testament in Joppha. What happened in the Old Testament in Joppha, it's
related to what we're going to see here in just a little bit. Last thing | want to leave you with is this.
Simon was a tanner. Leviticus 5:2 tells us that those who handle carcasses, which is what a tanner does,
are defiled. A Tanner is perpetually defiled. And Peter is going to stay here with the tanner. That speaks
volumes about Peter, but Peter will have a fuller revelation of this clean/unclean in just a little bit, and
he will be challenged himself by Paul later for being a hypocrite in this area. This is getting over a major
social hurdle for Peter and we're going to leave it there at chapter nine; we'll pick it up later. But think
about that in your own life. Do you have any hurdles that you have to get over? God wants you to get
over them so you can be more effective at reaching other people. Let's pray.

In the NAME of the Father and the Son of the Holy Spirit. Amen. Jesus, we love you and adore you and
we thank you for giving us a picture of the conversion with Saul. Thank you, Lord, for showing us our
blind spots and allowing others to speak into our blindness, to help us to grow, speaking in charity. We
thank you, Lord Jesus, for the growth of the gospel and pray that our lives would be laid down
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participating with you in the redemption of the world; that our lives will be laid down before you as
chosen instruments to be used to change the world for Your glory, we pray in Jesus’ name. Amen, In the
NAME of the Father and the Son. God bless you. Have a great week.

!a figure of speech in which a word or phrase is applied to an object or action to which it is not
literally applicable.
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