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ACTS Ses 3: POWER of PENTECOST (57 mins) 1 

Welcome to ACTS chapter two in our study of the ACTS of the Apostles, and we're going to begin with prayer in 2 

the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. Lord Jesus, as we come to this great chapter two 3 

of the day of Pentecost. We do call upon your power we call upon your wisdom in our lives we know that we are 4 

completely reliant on the Holy Spirit. And without the Holy Spirit we can do nothing. We ask You, Lord, to open 5 

up this chapter to us like never before. In Jesus name, amen. The name of the Father and the Son and the Holy 6 

Spirit. Amen. 7 

In our last time together, we studied in chapter one, in verse eight, that the power of the Holy Spirit will come 8 

upon us. Jesus said to wait in Jerusalem for the promise of the Father, which was the spirit back in Luke 24:49 9 

And now, in Jerusalem, he says, But you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon you, and you 10 

shall be my witnesses in Jerusalem and in all Judea Samaria and to the ends of the earth. And we learned last 11 

time that word, to be a witness is to be a martyr, but the martyr is not confined to simply giving your life as in 12 

life and death. To be a martyr is to daily die to yourself and live for Christ. It is to choose HIS will, over your will, 13 

and he's been speaking about this promise of the Father in John's gospel, he said, I'm the Good Shepherd, and 14 

then in chapter 14 he said, I'm going away. Well what kind of a good shepherd, you know is going to leave you, 15 

so I won't leave you as orphans, but I will come to you. And one of the ways that he comes to us, the principal 16 

way, is through the Holy Spirit. And as Jesus has ascended to the Father, He sits at the right hand of the Father. 17 

Now the Holy Spirit guides and leads the Church and empowers the Church to continue with the work of Jesus in 18 

the world. And so, this is an exciting chapter and we're going to take a look today at a couple of things that are 19 

not in your notes, we're going to be looking at the Sacrament of Confirmation and the action of the Holy Spirit, 20 

this whole idea of the spirit, engaging us and moving us forward in the will of God. The chapter starts off and it 21 

says,  22 

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one place and suddenly a sound came from 23 

heaven like the rush of a mighty wind, and it filled all the house where they were sitting. And there 24 

appeared to them tongues as a fire distributed and resting on each one of them, and they were all  25 

filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them utterance.  26 

A few things about this before we get into the Sacrament of Confirmation, which is what Pentecost is to us, as 27 

the Sacrament of Confirmation. 28 

1. Pentecost: one of three major pilgrimage feasts listed in Deuteronomy 16:16. These are pilgrimage 29 

feast, where the men were required to come to Jerusalem three times a year, and worship. So, it's one 30 

of the three biggies for the Jewish community, and it is a harvest festival, and it's celebrated 50 days 31 

after Passover. The first loaves of bread are brought forth like the first fruits and given to the Lord, it's 32 

an offering to the Lord. You can read more about it in Leviticus chapter 23 where it explains all about 33 

this particular feast.  34 

2. Law: The other significant thing attached to Pentecost, is that the Jewish community gives credit to 35 

Pentecost, as the day of celebrating the giving of the Torah or the law on Mount Sinai. So, 50 days after 36 

the Passover in the great Exodus, God gives His law. And we know that in the New Testament we have 37 

the new law of the Spirit. And so, one of the things that we can attach to Pentecost when we celebrate 38 

in our liturgical year is the giving of the new law, and for those of you that studied with us last year, you 39 

know that in the Sermon on the Mount, we looked at the new law, that Jesus has given us he went up to 40 

the mount, and he gave us the new law. So, Pentecost celebrates the new law of the Spirit, as Paul 41 
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called it in Romans 8: 2. The new law written on the hearts of the believers, not on stone, but on hearts 42 

of flesh.  43 

Also, this, this scene here that's about to take place where the Spirit is poured out, and they see tongues of fire 44 

on the, on the heads on the heads of the apostles at that at that point. We should remind us with the fire and 45 

the wind, it should remind us of something in the Old Testament. Those who know that Book of Exodus really 46 

well, it'll remind you immediately of Moses and Mount Sinai, way back in Exodus chapter 19, the sound of wind 47 

and fire speaks of the coming of the spirit, and that is a definite parallel to Sinai. And you can also read about 48 

that in the Catechism in Article 696,  the Holy Spirit is being given to the Church here in kind of an official way. 49 

The Spirit is given back in John's Gospel where Jesus breathes on them and received the Holy Spirit but here we 50 

have something that is different and it's even different from baptism, and in baptism, our sins are forgiven, and 51 

we are given the Holy Spirit at baptism, but this seems to be a second work of the Spirit, that takes place in the 52 

believer’s life, and we call it Confirmation in the in the Roman right. And here we see the Holy Spirit as the one 53 

who is going to animate the body of Christ, the Holy Spirit is the one that animates, empowers, leads and 54 

directs the Church. And so, when people come up to me, they'll say, Well I heard that you became Catholic, and 55 

they'll always ask, like the one guy who came up to me one time and he said, So, you really became Catholic? 56 

And I said yeah. He said, like everything? I said, like everything. And he said, Like hook, line and sinker? And I 57 

said, and bobber, everything, everything. He could not believe that. And he said, But it's a Church run by men, 58 

and I said, that's where we differ. The Catholic Church is not a Church run by men, or as some reporters would 59 

say old white-haired men. But the Church is run by the Holy Spirit, the Holy Spirit animates the Church, the Holy 60 

Spirit knows exactly what we need, and can direct us in the way that we should go. Are men fallible, certainly, 61 

Holy Spirit, not fallible. And so, the Holy Spirit has been given to the Church to lead us and guide us, animate us 62 

empower us to do the work. So, I'm very confident in the work of the Spirit, and I can see through the foibles, 63 

and I can see through the weaknesses of priests, bishops, Cardinals, laity, you know, everybody. I can see 64 

through those weaknesses and see the hand and the Spirit moving the Church and sometimes it's in ways that I 65 

don't particularly like. If you look at the Old Testament and I was living in the Old Testament, I will have to say, 66 

there are particular things that God does that I don't like, but there are particular things in my life that HE 67 

doesn't like and he's trying to help me out. So, the Holy Spirit is the soul that animates the body of the 68 

Christian community, and 1 Corinthians 12: 12-13, you can read about that. Let me read that to you 1 69 

Corinthians 12:12 – 13,  70 

For justice, the body is one, and has many members and all the members in the body, though many are one 71 

body, so it is with Christ. For by one Spirit, we were all baptized into one body, Jews or Greeks slaves are free 72 

and all were made to drink of one Spirit. 73 

1. Spirit of God directs the life in the Church 74 

2. Spirit of God also guides the magisterium into truth. And that's what I was saying earlier that I trust the 75 

Holy Spirit. I was being interviewed one time on a radio show and they said, Well, Jeff, if the Church 76 

decided that there was going to be a new Marian dogma, where she was co-mediatrix and so forth. 77 

What would you do? It's like I'm going to stand in judgment of the Church and make up my own mind? I 78 

said, Well, if the Church says that, then I would do it because I'm more interested in hearing the voice of 79 

God, the Spirit of God than anything else. I'm not interested in what I believe. I want to know what God 80 

has revealed to His body. So, the Holy Spirit directs the life of the Church, guides the magisterium and 81 

3. Sanctifies the Church through the sacraments, and here we see the introduction of a sacrament of 82 

Confirmation. A sacrament of Confirmation that is also tied into John receiving the Holy Spirit. And I 83 
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want to take a look at this idea of God moving in and through material things, because we are an 84 

incarnational Church. We are a Church that has seven sacraments, and we believe that we continue to 85 

encounter Christ, the way the early disciples encounter Christ through the sacraments, the entire 86 

Christian life revolves around the Eucharistic sacrifice, and the sacraments. There are seven 87 

sacraments: Baptism. Confirmation Eucharist, Penance. Anointing of the Sick. Holy Orders and 88 

Matrimony.  There are three of them that you can only do once: 89 

Baptism 90 

Confirmation 91 

Holy Orders 92 

The rest are repeated. The Sacraments are powers that come forth from the body of Christ, which is ever living 93 

and life giving. They are actions of the Holy Spirit.  94 

That's why we need to take a look at sacraments today in our study with the giving of the Holy Spirit in such a 95 

powerful way. The sacraments are the actions of the Holy Spirit at work in HIS body, the Church. They are, as the 96 

Catechism says, the masterworks of God in the new and everlasting covenant. The masterworks of God, the 97 

sacraments are called efficacious (effective) signs of grace, instituted by Christ, all seven of them instituted by 98 

Christ as a means of being with us, His way to be with us. I'll be with you always, even to the end of the age. 99 

They're instituted by Christ and entrusted to the Church, by which divine life is dispensed to us. They are 100 

efficacious (the sacraments),because in them Christ Himself is at work. He is at work in the sacraments, at work 101 

in our lives in the same way that he was in working in the lives of the apostles 2000 years ago. It is He who 102 

baptizes, He who acts in HIS sacraments in order to communicate the grace that each sacrament signifies. The 103 

starting point to study the mystery of the sacraments is studying the mystery of the incarnation. And a lot of 104 

people get very confused about how can God move through sacraments, and it starts with taking a step back 105 

and looking at how He moved while He was here on Earth. How did He move? He became a man in God's plan 106 

established before the foundation of the earth. God proposed to communicate truth by taking on flesh, and 107 

that is really important. By taking on flesh, John 1:14 says,  The Word became flesh and dwelt among us. So, 108 

could God have redeemed us without taking on flesh? Sure, He can redeem us in any way He wanted to, but He 109 

took on flesh to redeem us. It says in John 14:9, He who has seen me, has seen the Father. St. Ambrose once 110 

said, You have shown yourself to me face-to-face in Christ. It is in your sacraments, that I meet you. I meet you 111 

face-to-face. A key word in understanding the sacraments is the term hypostatic union. I know that sounds a 112 

little theological but believe me, this is important to get a hold of to understand how God is going to move 113 

through His Church sacramentally in the future, the hypostatic union. The hypostatic union is, it's the union of 114 

the divine and human natures of one divine person Jesus Christ. So very simply put, Jesus is one person. He's 115 

not two persons, He's one person, two natures - human and divine with a human will and a divine will.  Well, 116 

sounds like He's complex, but it's a mystery. Jesus Christ is described as the hypostatic union.  117 

We must ask ourselves - How did God accomplish our redemption? It was by taking upon Himself, human 118 

nature. In fact, Timothy has a letter written to him by Paul, and in that letter in chapter two, Paul says, For 119 

there's one God and there's one mediator between God and men, the man is Christ Jesus. So, He takes upon 120 

Himself a human nature, not just spiritually but also physically. He took on our flesh in the Incarnation, and He 121 

resurrected that flesh as well. That human body that walked the earth 2000 years ago, is now enthroned in 122 

glory in heaven. So, God who made matter and spirit, redeemed matter and spirit. God redeemed not just 123 

spirit, but matter AND spirit and He now uses matter and spirit to redeem us as well. So, we have to say with 124 

the Church that Jesus Christ, the Creator and Redeemer of the world in the sacraments, is continuing to use 125 
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matter for our redemption. In short, matter matters. Easy little formula to remember; matter matters. Why? 126 

Because Christ came and made matter. So as noted above, Jesus as the Word of God made flesh has a human 127 

nature. Simultaneously, His human nature reveals and conceals God to mankind in one divine person. I know 128 

this might sound complex but it's human nature simultaneously and at the same time, reveals and conceals God 129 

to mankind. Jesus Christ, the hypostatic union, the mystery of the incarnation is best expressed in the 130 

statement: Jesus has both a divine and human nature, fully human, fully divine, He is the unique priest of the 131 

New Testament. And today, Christ continues his salvific work through time and space, in and through his 132 

mystical body, so his sacraments are entrusted to his Mystical Body, the Church, and matter matters in the 133 

Church, and some matters matter more. For example,  134 

1. Bread and wine are redeemed, and they are made new. They change into the body and blood of Christ. 135 

2. We go to Confession, and we hear a human voice 136 

3. Marriage and the conjugal act are spiritual and powerful; God moves through things.  137 

So, when the God-man assumed a visible body and made it the instrument of His divine power, He gave a whole 138 

new meaning to the material world and initiated the whole sacramental structure of Christianity. And this, by 139 

the way is why we can have icons, and we couldn't have before; we can have statues now and we couldn't 140 

before. Why, because God has a face now, He has become one of us, He has given a whole new 141 

meaning to the material world and initiated the sacramental economy. So, that little bit about the incarnation, 142 

the Incarnation there, the human nature of our Lord had no power to sanctify by itself, that 143 

is to say apart from its union with divinity. But because of that union, the humanity of Christ became what is 144 

called in theology, the efficient cause1 of our justification and sanctification. Here in is hidden a hint of the 145 

sacraments, the humanity of Christ: 146 

1. Was the bearer of divine life, and the means of making men holy 147 

2. The sacraments were also to become the effective signs of sanctification, purchased by his death. What 148 

I would have given you right there as part of an article that I wrote one time that I wanted to try to 149 

explain why the sacraments are important, and how they stem from the hypostatic union, and Christ 150 

becoming man, and how that changes everything, matter matters.  151 

But back to the text here, we're talking about the Holy Spirit in the sacraments and John Paul II said in the 152 

document he said, quote, The incarnation was accomplished by the power of the Holy Spirit. Today, the Holy 153 

Spirit empowers the sacraments, continuing the work of sanctification in our lives. The Holy Spirit is called back 154 

in John 14, the paraclete. The helper. The Holy Spirit is the helper, the one who has come alongside us to help 155 

us in our mission in Christ's mission, and without the work of the Holy Spirit in the Church, we would not 156 

understand or experience the grace of God, which is necessary for salvation. It's significant that on the day of 157 

Pentecost here in ACTS 2, the Holy Spirit came as a rushing mighty wind, and ever since Pentecost, it is through 158 

the sacramental signs that God imparts His grace. And one of the things back here in chapter two, all of them 159 

speaking in tongues, and it goes on and says that everyone heard them speaking in their own language, now an 160 

interesting thing that's taking place here, you have people coming from all over the world and they don't speak 161 

the same language, but through the power of the Holy Spirit, there is a unity brought here where they 162 

understand one another speaking, which should remind you immediately of something in the Old Testament, 163 

The Tower of Babel. Remember, because of sin. God confused their language. And then they were separated, 164 

but here God unites them by the power of the Holy Spirit. Now I had an experience, a number of years ago, a 165 

couple of experiences dealing with this issue of tongues. As you know there are many Pentecostal groups out 166 
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there, Assembly of God and independent Churches, that are very big on speaking in tongues, and it gets to the 167 

Spirit. But it's interesting to look at American history, and to see the genesis of this movement, the genesis of 168 

this movement comes from the Catholic Church in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, with an outpouring of the Holy 169 

Spirit, back in the 60s, and from this outpouring of the Holy Spirit we have this charismatic movement that is 170 

developed throughout the world. And today, it is a little bit weaker now in the Catholic Church and much 171 

stronger in Churches that are outside of the Church, I would guess that one of the reasons is because so many 172 

people were filled with the Holy Spirit in this baptism of the Holy Spirit back in the 60s and 70s and in the 80s 173 

and 90s left the Catholic Church and brought this to the communities that they were a part of. It's interesting 174 

that the Pope John Paul II has spoken about this subject many times and recognizes a legitimacy to these 175 

movements, these movements of the Spirit, and the question always comes up, do we believe in these gifts of 176 

the Spirit in tongues and interpretation of tongues and the quick answer is yes, we do. Many of the Church 177 

leaders have spoken on this topic. But more to the point, this day of Pentecost corresponds to confirmation in 178 

our life. And that's what we're going to focus on. But I want to tell you a couple of interesting stories that 179 

happened to me years ago when I was a pastor, one was when I was in Bible college. I had someone pray for me 180 

and to receive this empowering of the Holy Spirit, which I realize now I received that confirmation when I was a 181 

boy. But when I was in Bible college, I apparently had two roommates I had the smartest guy on campus from 182 

Guyana South America. I mean, Charles was an unbelievable student. He had looks. He had a really neat accent, 183 

everybody recognized him as the holiest guy on campus, and I had another guy, another student another 184 

roommate. And one morning I woke up and Charles said, Jeff, last night you rose up in your bed and you began 185 

to speak my language. And you started giving me directions in my life in praising God. And I thought, Well, 186 

Charles doesn't have a sense of humor so really, what he said, I don't understand it. He said, You just set up and 187 

you started to talk to me in my language. I said, Oh, cool. Next night it happened again. And then I said, Well if it 188 

happens again wake up our other roommate, let him hear. So, a couple nights later, it happened again. And I 189 

guess I rose up and began to speak to him just as clear as I am speaking to you but in his language. And my other 190 

roommate told me the next time I said you did, you just rose up and you began to speak very clearly, and I 191 

understand you also you're clearly speaking my language. And I didn't know what to make of that other than the 192 

Holy Spirit is at work here in some way, in prayer and intercession.  193 

Now the other thing that happened to me one time, and I know that many of you have stories and so if you're 194 

watching on video probably have, you know, hundreds of stories, but I was praying before a service one time 195 

and I had some missionaries there, and we were praying, and I was just praying and this was a charismatic 196 

Church and so we were all praying in tongues and around this circle, and all of a sudden this missionary stopped, 197 

he was president of a Bible college in England, and he's married to a Polish woman and he said, Jeff, he said, I 198 

had no idea that you knew polish so well. And I said, Excuse me? and he said, Well you do know Polish, don't 199 

you? And I said, I don't know anything in Polish. He said, For the last three or four minutes you have been 200 

praising God, in the most eloquent beautiful Polish language. And I said, Surely? Well, I didn't know what to 201 

make of that. And so, I've had a couple of these experiences. I know many of you have had these mystical 202 

experiences in your life. Let's suffice it to say they're legitimate, I mean they're real. We cannot put them down 203 

and we just need to have the proper place, and everything in order, when we do that. But the to the point in this 204 

Bible study, Confirmation is really what is at stake here and what we're talking about. You can read about 205 

Confirmation, which I think that there's a greater work of the Spirit in our life other than speaking in tongues, 206 

and interpreting tongues, there is a greater work of being a witness with the giftings that God has given us in our 207 

lives in yielding our lives to the power of the Holy Spirit, in whatever way he might want. And so, the badge of 208 

https://ascensionpress.com/


COPYRIGHT    DO NOT COPY   For Teaching Purposes Only 
 

4/30/24   https://ascensionpress.com - 6 - 
 

maturity for a Christian is not whether they speak in tongues, but the badge of maturity is if your life is 209 

conformed to Jesus Christ, and you are doing the work of Jesus Christ. I will take a Mother Teresa any day who 210 

may not speak in tongues over someone who speaks in tongues all day long and is not fruitful as a Mother 211 

Teresa. Well, I want to read a couple of things. If you have your catechism, you can turn to  Article 1302 - 1303. 212 

This is very, very exciting. But what is happening in Confirmation for us in on the day of Pentecost. It says,  213 

It is evident from its celebration that the effect of the sacrament of Confirmation is the 214 

special outpouring of the Holy Spirit as once granted to the apostles on the day of Pentecost. 215 

So, you see that we tie this into the Pentecost, from this fact confirmation brings an increase in deepening of 216 

baptismal grace. And then it goes on in a list of other things that Confirmation does. Now, before I read those, I 217 

got to tell you I was confirmed . In fact, in my book, My Life on the Rock, there's a picture in there of me on the 218 

night I was confirmed holding a Bible given to me by my sponsors, with my little cute hair cut with a bowl 219 

around you know my mom cut around that bowl and I'm standing there.  When that picture was taken, it was 220 

only a few hours later that something happened to me that night, after I was confirmed. Now, when I was 221 

confirmed, I didn't know anything. Nothing. All we did for preparation was we learned two or three questions to 222 

answer when the bishop would walk around and look at us. And the only thing else I remembered is my seating 223 

assignment. I was at St. Edwards in Bloomington, Minnesota. Father Paul Dudley was my priest at the time. And 224 

when the Bishop came around there, I was nervous, I didn't get asked by the bishop, but I didn't know anything. 225 

I didn't know anything. What I'm about to read to you is what I, every person that's confirmed should know 226 

about Confirmation: 227 

1. It roots us more deeply in the divine filiation which makes us cry, Abba, Father. So, there is a, a deeper 228 

rooting of, this affiliation or this, this family relationship with God where we cry out, Poppa, poppa! 229 

2. It unites us more firmly to Christ.  230 

3. It increases the gifts of the Holy Spirit in us. 231 

4. It renders our bond with the Church more perfect.  232 

5. It gives us a special strength of the Holy Spirit to spread and defend the faith by word and action as true 233 

witnesses of Christ to confess the name of Christ, boldly and never to be ashamed of the cross  234 

And we move on to paragraph 1304,  235 

Like baptism which it completes, Confirmation is given only once for it to imprint on the soul, 236 

an indelible spiritual mark the character, which is the sign that Jesus Christ has marked a Christian, 237 

with the seal of the Spirit, by clothing him with power from on high, so that he may be his witness. 238 

And then it goes on 1305,  239 

This character perfects the common priesthood of the faithful received in Baptism and the confirmed person 240 

receives the power to profess faith in Christ, publicly, and as it were, officially. 241 

I love those explanations of that when you are confirmed. You are receiving power - remember when Jesus said 242 

that you shall receive power when the Holy Spirit comes upon you, and you shall be My witnesses?  243 

And the Church is telling us that you shall receive or be clothed with power from on high to do what to profess 244 

Christ in public. And as it were, officially, that you are an official witness of Jesus Christ. Isn't that wonderful. 245 

Now I didn't know that when I was confirmed. I don't even know what I would have confessed or what I would 246 

have witnessed to, I didn't know it. And so, Confirmation is becoming, unfortunately in many places, a rite of 247 

passage in life, rather than a sober, empowering to do a task. And that's the unfortunate thing is that something 248 

incredible is happening there, but as in all seven sacraments, it’s what you bring in terms of attentiveness and 249 

openness to that sacrament is what you get out of it. So, if you go into a completely blind is Christ acting, yes, 250 
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but the effectiveness of that sacrament is diminished because of your blindness and dullness of hearing. For 251 

example, when you receive the Eucharist, you receive grace, yes. You receive grace. Do you receive more grace 252 

when you're more in tune?  You certainly receive more of an understanding of what's happening there, and that 253 

has an effect on the outcome in your life, for sure. I didn't know anything. But you know what was really 254 

interesting was that night I went home, I sat in my bedroom at 5232 Heritage Hills Drive Bloomington, 255 

Minnesota, and I put that Bible on my bedstand, and I remember it like it was yesterday, I got in my bed, just a 256 

little kid, I got in my bed, had my lamp on, normally I would listen to the (Minnesota) Twins (game) or something 257 

at night on the transistor radio, or I listen to Larry King, talking and talk radio, you know, I was always fascinated. 258 

But that night I couldn't listen to the radio, I sat there, and I looked at that Bible. I remember like it was 259 

yesterday, I looked at that Bible and I remember saying to my dad before I went to bed, I said Dad, what 260 

happened tonight? My dad said,  Jeff, you became an adult in the Church. That was what Confirmation meant to 261 

me, I became an adult in the Church. And I sat there and looked at that Bible, and I cannot tell you the hunger 262 

that rose up inside of me. I was a bookworm, growing up I had books all over my room. I was a voracious reader. 263 

I wanted that book. I knew there was something about that book and I had a hunger for the Word of God. And I 264 

realized now, the Spirit of God was prompting something in me, drawing me to Christ, like I had never 265 

experienced before, and that was the night where I came up with the ingenious plan of reading the Bible. And 266 

that was one verse, a night for the rest of my life. And I'll read through the whole thing by the time I'm 80. That 267 

was my ingenious plan on my confirmation. I got about two weeks down the road and I quit. You know, but I'll 268 

never forget that, and it was always a mystery to me and in fact when I was a Protestant pastor, I would tell 269 

people about that night that I was confirmed that was the night that I wanted to start reading the Bible, I don't 270 

know where I want to, I never had one before that, I wanted to start reading the Bible. And it wasn't until I came 271 

back into the Catholic Church, that I realized suddenly that something happened that night, and that God was 272 

making me an official witness, and he was making me a public witness. But the biggest problem that God had 273 

with me is that being that I had an absolute terrible fear of speaking in front of people, I could not speak in front 274 

of people, because I got so nervous. In fact, I got so nervous, even after I came into the Church, or after I was an 275 

adult 18 years old and beginning to talk to groups about what happened in my life with Christ, I passed out three 276 

out of the first five times. I mean I would pass out. I was good at this. And if I had to stand up and give a talk, I 277 

get sick to my stomach for a week, I would shake uncontrollably. I could not talk in front of people. And I 278 

remember one of the last times a job, as part of the butternut cabin (?) was to do the reading, and all I had to do 279 

was read the Lord's Prayer, and they elected me to do it. Probably because I was quiet, and I didn't want them 280 

electing me, and I got nervous, and I was shaking. I couldn't sleep. And it came my day to read in front of that 281 

group of people, and I walked up front shaking, and all the Bible was open and all I had to do is turn around and 282 

read it and I walked up there like this, and I put my head down in there and I looked up and I just kept going out 283 

cold; they told me later he said, I've never seen anything like that. I woke up in the nurse's station, which is just 284 

trying to get me orange juice and I said, What happened? What happened is you passed out pretty hard, as well 285 

as I was nervous. And I remember the last time I passed out. The next time I went to speak, I had to go in and 286 

speak to a junior college, it was in Pella, Iowa at a college auditorium, and they wanted me to give my testimony 287 

to this Christian group. It's just Christians, and I got up there, and I was behind stage, and I was nervous, I was 288 

shaking. Lord, I don't want to do this. You know this isn't my gift. I'm not gifted at this. I get too nervous. And all 289 

of a sudden something got ahold of me, and I just said, That's it. This isn't about me. This is not about me. This is 290 

about Jesus. This is about the message I'm a witness. I'm a public witness I have an obligation to tell people the 291 

good things of Jesus, and from that night on something changed when I started to say, it's not about me, it's 292 
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God, you put this in my heart. You've given me something to do. And so, I want to encourage you tonight that if, 293 

you know, if you feel like well, I'm not gifted in this area or I'm not gifted in that area, then go call my dad 294 

tonight and ask him what are the two things that you thought Jeff would never do when he was growing up, he'll 295 

tell you to one, you'll never be a public speaker. Number two, he'll never write a book. Those were the two 296 

things he told me growing up that I grew up, he said, those are the two things that I thought you'd never, ever 297 

do, because I could write 400-page book with Zero Punctuation. It's easier that way. And my speeches were 298 

quick  and so, but I'm telling you, God changed my life, and he changed my life. It's the Spirit of God that 299 

changes our lives and he empowers us in the areas that we are weak in our own in our own life. And so, I want 300 

to encourage you tonight about being a public and official witness, and every son and daughter that is 301 

confirmed, we need to drill this into them that what is happening here tonight,  302 

Sweetheart, you are going to receive a seal of the Holy Spirit, You're never going to be the same after tonight. 303 

Never. This morning you woke up but tonight when you go to bed, you're going to be a different girl, you're going 304 

to be a different boy, and that is going to be a mark on you, you're a marked man, I tell my kids as you're 305 

marked, you're marked with a seal of the Holy Spirit. But why daddy?  Because God wants to use you,  306 

and he's going to empower you, you simply need to yield to Him and allow Him to use you in whatever area now. 307 

God might not be calling you to stand up in front of a group and teach or speak, but he might be calling you to 308 

do a number of other things, and even things that you didn't think that you could do. You'd be amazed at how 309 

many of our leaders in the Twin Cities told me before they started becoming core group members, told me I 310 

can't do that, and now they're the ones that are really running everything in these studies around the city and 311 

around the country. So, God can do wonderful, wonderful things. And I want to encourage you to  open yourself 312 

up to it. This is what's happening on the day of Pentecost. And it says in verse 14, Peter is standing with 11, lifted 313 

up his voice (notice Matthias is with them already) Peter standing up with 11, lifted up his voice and he is going 314 

to make sense out of this, and he says, it’ll look like some of you are saying we're drunk. I'll remind you it's the 315 

third hour night in the morning. We're not drunk. This is what was spoken through the prophet Joel, He quotes 316 

Joel 28 - 32 and says, What you're seeing here is what was spoken by Joel, the prophet.  When you look back into 317 

the Old Testament, Joel the Prophet is talking about the Messianic age, and the restoration of the kingdom of 318 

David, and that all these incredible things are going to take place, and here they're taking place and Peter stands 319 

up under the inspiration of the Holy Spirit says, This is that which Joel spoke about and then you read it in your 320 

study. In the last days shall be, God declares, that I will pour out my Spirit upon all flesh. Now that word, that 321 

phrase in the last days. Well, in the last days what is that talking about? Well, the last days is not talking about 322 

the end of the world which sometimes end times books will lead you to believe, but if you take the phrase, in 323 

the last days in the Old Testament, and you're consistent all the way through the Old Testament, the last days is 324 

the end of the Old Covenant. In the last days of the old covenant and you'll notice here at the day of Pentecost, 325 

we have an overlapping between the last days of the Old Covenant and the beginning of the New Covenant, the 326 

New Testament. Yeah, sort of an overlapping there, and Peter saying,  327 

This is what Joel said would happen at the end of the Old Testament, the Old Covenant, your sons and daughters 328 

will prophesy, and so forth. And your young men shall see visions, and your old men shall dream dreams. Yeah, 329 

and on my men servants, and my maid servants in those days I will pour out my Spirit and they shall prophesy, 330 

and I will show wonders in the heaven above and signs on the earth beneath, blood and fire, and vapor of smoke. 331 

The sun shall be turned into darkness and the moon into blood before the day of the Lord comes.  332 

Now that's an interesting phrase too and we covered this back in Matthew last year, remember we talked about 333 

the sun shall be turned into darkness, how the prophets in the Old Testament talked about the stars falling and 334 
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the sun being darkened, and how that is a Hebraic way of saying, times up, remember they would tell time by 335 

the stars and moon, sun, and when the sun fades and darkens and the stars fall it is basically like saying Your 336 

Timex watch is broken. Time is up and the old Scott is doing something new and sort of seeing the ushering in by 337 

the movement of the Holy Spirit here in a powerful way into the beginnings of this new covenant where the new 338 

Israel is empowered by God to go out and to do works that they could never do before. And this is the reason, 339 

frankly, that these 12 men changed the world. They changed the world without a cell phone. Changed the world. 340 

I mean, go to Boston, check out the hospitals, go to Europe, look at the cathedrals, go to Florida, and look at the 341 

grottoes. Go anywhere you go in the world. Look at the schools. These men changed the world. And it was the 342 

Spirit of God. I agree with what Billy Graham once said,  Somewhere in America today, there's a young man or 343 

there's a young woman, that if they really gave Jesus everything they've got, they could turn the world upside 344 

down. I believe that. I don't know about you, but I want to be that person. I want to be the person that God uses 345 

to change the world, but we’ve got to start with our own life first. Right. And we can be the people that change 346 

the world by the power of the Holy Spirit. Sorry to get stuck on that but I feel so strong about that. These aren't 347 

just theological truths; these aren't just rites of passages. This is like finding out you're going to go to Iraq, and 348 

you're standing there, and they hand you a belt. And they put a gun on your side, and they give you a helmet, 349 

and they give you a knife and they give you boots, and you stand there for two years and this is really neat, 350 

really neat I never seen a helmet like that before. Now that's different than our helmets over here in the 351 

Marines, we have, you know, I bought it for two years talking about it. That wasn't why we got it all. We got it all 352 

because we got a mission. And now we got a mission, we got to focus. We got to listen, to our instructors, or it 353 

might cost us our life. We're in a battle our children, in a battle, and it's school, a Catholic schools, they're in a 354 

battle. You know our husbands and wives at work, we're in a battle, and it's only going to be by my spirit. It's not 355 

by might, the Prophet said in the Old Testament, It's not by might, it's not by power, but it's by My Spirit, says 356 

the Lord. That's how things are going to be accomplished and I have been amazed in all these years of working 357 

with people how God uses the foolish and uses the weak to confound the wise and the strong. I think about our 358 

own city here in Minneapolis St. Paul. Mary Jo Copeland. I think about a young girl who, the world would say you 359 

didn't have anything going for you and yet you gave it all to Jesus, and look what God does through that woman. 360 

She runs this unbelievable center for the poor. My mentor, Bishop Dudley goes down twice a week, and washes 361 

the feet of the poor, he sits down and the people from the street come in and this bishop gets on his knees in his 362 

retirement, and he scrubs their feet. He's changing the world. I know he's changing my life by his example. The 363 

Spirit is what does these, these amazing things.  364 

Well, after Joel's prophecy in verse 23 it says, It shall be that whoever calls in the name of the Lord shall be 365 

saved. This Jesus was delivered up according to the definite plan. I like that. I underlined it my Bible, the 366 

definite plan. God had a definite plan; the plan of the Romans and the Jews was part of God's definite plan. He 367 

has a plan, and I would go beyond that today and say, God has a definite plan for your life, and a definite plan 368 

for my life.  369 

We move on, due to time, and we see that in verse 37 Peter said to them, Now when they heard this they were 370 

cut to the heart and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, Brethren, what shall we do?, (because Peter just 371 

goes through this speech, and he's talking about David and swearing an oath,) and Peter says, now when they 372 

heard this, they were cut to the heart, (at the speech that Peter gave explaining what's happening in front of 373 

them that day).  374 

And Peter said to them, Brethren what shall we do, and Peter said to them, Repent and be baptized                      375 

every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins, and you shall receive the                             376 
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gift of the Holy Spirit, the promise is to you and your children, and to all that are far off everyone whom                                         377 

the Lord our God calls to himself. 378 

Peters’ idea of salvation is baptism. You notice that Peter never comes up with this idea that I'm going to give 379 

you a good message if you like it, agree with it, you'll be born again, never comes up with that, but it’s baptism 380 

as a sacrament. What's a sacrament? An encounter with Christ. Someone may say, Well, why do I have to be 381 

baptized, it's just water. It's a direct encounter with God Almighty. That is baptism, and it's efficacious 382 

(effective) because Christ is there, and the Spirit is driving in. And so, they said what do we do, what do we do, 383 

be BAPTIZED! Repent and be baptized. Repent “metanoia”. In Greek “metanoia”, meaning to turn around 384 

completely, not only in thought but an action, turn from what's killing you, and move to Christ being baptized. 385 

He said right after that, ACTS 3:39 For the promise is to you and your children and all that are far off. and you 386 

know that we, as Catholics, we baptize our babies, and from the second century on, this was the absolute norm 387 

with evidence in the first two centuries of baptizing babies. And the reason that babies are baptized is because 388 

parents have a responsibility to bring their children into the covenant family in Israel. The children where the 389 

boys were circumcised on the eighth day, and they were brought into the community the covenant community 390 

that way. Now, Paul tells us in the New Testament that baptism, replaces circumcision, because there's a new 391 

circumcision of the heart to baptism. And so, what Peter is saying is that you must be baptized, and you'll notice 392 

this and he's saying the same what should we do, well he doesn't say we'll do exactly what we just did here. He's 393 

taking a step, before that, you got to get baptized, repent, change your mind, change your thoughts, and be 394 

baptized. And so, it is a beautiful, beautiful picture. Peter also insists on this elsewhere in 1 Peter 3:21. And by 395 

the way if you want to read in the Catechism on the infant baptism, you can read article 1252.  396 

And then ACTS 3:40, And he testified with many words and exhorted them saying save yourselves from this 397 

crooked generation. That's an odd phrase isn't crooked generation. Well, that crooked generation was the 398 

generation that came out of Egypt, you might  read Deuteronomy 32:5 and you'll see that crooked generation, 399 

But Jesus used that phrase in Luke 9:41 about a crooked generation, and Paul uses that phrase, and Philippians 400 

2:15 have a crooked generation. And so once again we have this kind of throwback to Sinai, and the golden calf 401 

incident in Exodus 32, this crooked generation.  402 

But I want to end this lesson by looking at the result of this empowering of the Spirit for the purpose of going 403 

out now and being witnesses of Jesus Christ. To be a witness, we got to have a message. And we have the 404 

message Don't wait. We have it. We have, oh boy, do we have the message I guess we have the message; we've 405 

got the message. We need the message, which we have, the new law has been given. Remember, Pentecost, 50 406 

days after Passover, the giving of the law. We've got the message, or do we have it on Pentecost, we've got the 407 

message. How are we going to get the message out there, especially since I can't afford a palm pilot or a cell 408 

phone, how am I going to get that message out there, empowered by the Holy Spirit. So, I've got the message, 409 

and I've got the mode power to go out there. Now the battle will be my will and the divine will, will my will give 410 

into His will? And will he be able to use me, or will I be filled with pride say no that's embarrassing. I can't do 411 

that gift. I'm not this, I'm not that. ACTS 2  is  all about, HE is, and HE will, and HE did. And look what happened, 412 

and he wants to do it again today. And the result of this was, it says, so those who received his word were 413 

baptized and there were added that day about 3000, and they devoted themselves to the apostles teaching and 414 

to fellowship, into the breaking of bread and prayer. So, they had fellowship with one another, prayers with one 415 

another, they had teaching. that was the teaching of the apostles, these people were united. They were united, 416 

and this is what a lot of you crave, this “fellowship” and that sense of being a part of a family. You know how 417 

many times I hear people say when I travel all over the country, they'll say, you know, I'm not from this parish, 418 
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but I'm from another parish and I feel all alone. I feel all alone. One of the things that I feel so strongly about, 419 

particularly this chapter is that we as Catholics can do a much better job of fellowship and opening up our 420 

homes. You know that when I was a pastor, my wife and I were talking about this today, I can't remember a 421 

Sunday where we went home by ourselves, but didn't have another family, and we didn't go to someone else's 422 

house, or we didn't go out for dinner. Sunday was a time of fellowship with families, it was a time of opening we 423 

up and new members into the Church and that's a work of the Spirit to hospitality is a real work of the Spirit. 424 

And so, I would encourage you to devote yourselves to the apostles’ teaching which you're doing by reading the 425 

apostles writings and studying fellowship, the breaking of bread liturgy of the Eucharist, and to prayer, devoting 426 

ourselves to it. This is what is the work of the Spirit and how the world is going to be changed. And so, very 427 

practically from this lesson. God, you're confirmed God has empowered you you're sealed you're marked. I can 428 

see that mark in your life. And God wants to use you at home and at work. He's empowering you. And now we 429 

must through prayer and fellowship and breaking bread, And we must come together and creatively come up 430 

with what John Paul a new ardor and new methods and the New Evangelization to bring this gospel to hurting 431 

people. We’ll see how in the next chapters, the beginnings of this work of the Spirit as He empowers these 432 

people to do what they never thought possible.  433 

In the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit. Amen. Lord Jesus, I thank you for your power I thank 434 

you for the enthusiasm and the spirit for your plan. Oh, that we catch that enthusiasm, it's so addictive. This 435 

world has nothing to offer us like you do. May we catch that plan, and give you our will, may or will say yes to 436 

your Well, we thank you that for all of us who have been confirmed. Thank you for the power. Thank you for 437 

that mark. Now Lord, may we be faithful with it and trust you. As you trusted your Father, we pray this in Jesus’ 438 

name. Amen, amen, the Father and the Son. 439 

 440 
1Efficient Cause: St Thomas Aquinas adopts Aristotle’s doctrine of the Four Causes and couches 441 

much of his theology and philosophy in its terms. (See Chapter 2, Aristotle, Physics, p. 47.) The Four 442 

Causes are (1) material cause, (2) formal cause, (3) efficient cause, and (4) final cause. The material 443 

cause, as its name implies, pertains to matter or the “stuff” of the world. Matter is potentiality, that is, 444 

that which something can become. The formal cause is the form or pattern that governs a particular 445 

thing, or the genus to which it belongs. The formal cause can also be called a thing’s essence. For 446 

example, the formal cause of a particular human being is his or her humanity, the essence of what it 447 

means to be human. God is the only creature embodying pure actuality and pure being, and God is 448 

thus the only pure formal cause. The efficient cause is what we normally understand by the 449 

word cause and indicates something that has an effect. The final cause is the goal or purpose toward 450 

which a thing is oriented. 451 
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