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ACTS Ses 6: PROBLEMS WITHIN; PERSECUTIONS WITHOUT (53)

Welcome back to our study. In the book of ACTS, we're going to be going through ACTS 4:32 —5:42. And
of course this is on the heels of that great miracle that took place back in chapter three where Peter and
John were going up to the temple of the hour of prayer, the ninth hour. three o'clock in the afternoon,
and they prayed for a paralytic who was healed. And as a result of that, it caused quite a stir in the
community and the leaders in Jerusalem called in the disciples and warned them not to teach in the
NAME of Jesus. And an interesting little side note, not a side note for those who are involved, but for
those of you that are watching by way of video, we've had even in this study a couple of situations
where people have prayed for people who are sick with us, spots on the liver, | believe it was, and there
was the kidney and also a detached retina, all healed just in the last few weeks in this study, and the
doctor doesn't know what to make of it, but they prayed in the NAME of Jesus. And so, God continues to
do marvelous things, but stirs up people and has certainly stirred up the early community and the
leadership, and they call them in, and the early leadership of the church gave a witness as to how this
man was healed. And the way he was healed was in the NAME of Jesus, and we talked about that in the
lessons in the past with power of the NAME of Jesus and knowing the NAME of God and walking in that
power. And when we call on the NAME of Jesus, He is here with us. He is accessible and he's more than
willing to move on behalf of those who pray. So, we're going to open up and we're going to pray and ask
the Lord to bless us in our lesson today and then we're going to jump right in.

In the NAME of the Father, the Son of the Holy Spirit. Lord, we do come together in your NAME
and ask you to be with us as a teacher, as comforter, as Lord and Savior. We thank you, Lord, for
equipping us to do your work with courage and pray, Lord that we would be pleasing to you
and as a result of our, our life and our actions your NAME would be lifted up. We pray this in
Jesus NAME. Amen. Father, Son and the Holy Spirit.

Today we're going to be starting with ACTS 4:32 which is the very tail end of the chapter. And in order to

do that justice, we have to back up just slightly to ACTS 4:29 which says,

And now, Lord, look upon their threats and grant to your servants to speak your word with all
boldness, while you stretch out your hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through
the NAME of your holy servant Jesus. And when they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered
together was shaken, and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and spoke the word of
God with boldness.

Now that the story of Ananias and Sapphira in just a little bit is going to be in contrast to this
oneness that they're experiencing, and the signs and wonders filled with the Holy Spirit in Verse 32,
Now the company of those who believe were of one heart and soul, and no one said
that any of the things which he possessed was his own, but they had everything in common, and
with great power the apostles gave their testimony to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus and great
grace was upon them all. There was not a needy person among them. For as many as were possessors
of lands or houses sold them and brought the proceeds of what was sold, and laid them at the
apostles’ feet and distribution was made to each as any had need.
| think | mentioned to you earlier that before you went off to your small groups that at least one of the
great keys is this issue of them selling off property. And why would they be selling off property? | want
to start with this and kind of build the backdrop for just a little bit here. The early church is described as
being of one heart and soul. Being of one heart and soul, they are really one, and they are united with
each other. Now in the Old Testament, Jesus was challenged on this once remember when they asked
him, Lord, Master, what is the great commandment? And Jesus said to them, Love the Lord your God
with all of your heart, your mind and soul , and the second is like it, (which means it's a parallel or a
doublet), Love your neighbor as yourself. So how do you love God with all of your heart? You love your
neighbor as yourself. and this commandment in the Old Testament is linked to the covenantal
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blessing of possessing the land. And if you love the Lord with all of your heart, and you do what the
Lord commands, then you will possess the land and the land was very important to the Old Testament
people. We are going all the way back to Genesis 12:1-3, where the land was promised to Abraham and
his descendants and Gen 15 says that you will get the land ,that's the good news. But the bad news is it's
going to be 400 years in a foreign country before you get that land. And that was Egypt, and when they
came out of Egypt, their goal was to take that land, but they ended up wandering for 40 years in the
wilderness during the Book of Numbers, and then as you move into Joshua, Joshua goes over into the
land, and they ended up taking the land. So, the land was the prize, and you could determine really how
well Israel was doing by the land that they occupied, the land of Eretz Israel. Very, very, very
important. If Israel keeps the commands of the Lord, she will be blessed with the land. And if she
doesn't obey, she will lose it, and we call that in the Old Testament exile, you're exiled from the land.
Jacob was exiled from the land. Adam and Eve were exiled from the garden. Abraham for even a short
period of time was taking Isaac from the land, and later on the great exile in 587 BC when Babylon
comes down and takes Judah into exile for 70 years. So, you have this exile as punishment, exile from
the land.
Well, Moses prophesied that after the-great-exitle-ef587{BC)afterthe-exileaftertherather the
covenantal curse of the exile and Gentile domination have come upon the Israelites, they would
eventually return to God by once again loving Him with all of their hearts and souls. So, Moses writes in
Deuteronomy 30:1-10, that after Israel experiences the covenantal curse from breaking the covenant
with God and once, they experience Gentile domination, (which is part of the curse in Deuteronomy for
the broken covenant), they will eventually return to the Lord, and they're going to love him with all their
hearts and souls. They are going to love God with all of their hearts and souls. (Deuteronomy 30:1-10) Se
Israel-she-clearly-understands-herself In Jesus day, the disciples understand themselves as the restored
Israel. Remember we were talking a while ago about how, once when Judah went into captivity in 587,
Babylonian captivity, the prophet Jeremiah said that they would be up there for 70 years. But in Daniel
9, Gabriel comes to Daniel in Babylonian captivity and says it's going to be extended 70 times seven
years. And so, Jesus ushers in over 500 years later, the great return from bondage, they return from sin
and the early church sees herself as:

e thereturning Israel, and the new Israel of God, that now the new Israel God is

e reconstituted around Jesus Christ as the new temple.

e Heis the new Moses,

e the new law,

e thenew 12 tribes, all of this.
And so, they see themselves as the restored Israel, the new Israel, but this is what's really interesting.
They do not seek to regain physical control of the land. That's odd. That is really odd since having the
land has been the test or the measure all of these years of your holiness and your obedience to possess
the land, you will possess the land flowing with milk and honey. That's what you're going to possess.
Now remember in the Old Testament, they're not as mature as in the new, they're not as far along, and
so their reward is material. It's the health that's the land, and all of that, and we come to the New
Testament, and we see something different, particularly in the beatitudes in Matthew chapter five,
where we see Blessed are those who are persecuted for my sake, blessing. Those who more those it's
basically those blessings are those who are entering into Christ and entering into his life for the
redemption of the world. But Israel clearly understands themselves as the restored Israel, the new Israel
but they do not seek to regain physical control of the land. In fact, it's the opposite. You would think that
they would be at the gate taking back the power, you know all these big stadiums and taking back major
buildings and Jerusalem and the land and saying, We're the new Israel We're back. We're back and we're
taking the land because that's a sign that we're on target, but they don't, it's the opposite. They sell
their land, and they sell their houses. Now, on one hand they would do this because why? Because they
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see the end is near, possibly. But on another hand, they would do this, because they see themselves as
the new Israel, and by donating the proceeds from the sale of the land to the Apostles in Jerusalem, the
Jerusalem Christians are acknowledging something else and that is that the blessing of the new
covenant is within your heart. Not in the land. If it was in the land, and it was tied to the land, and
having to come to Jerusalem, now every year three times, they would be giving all of this up, but by
donating the proceeds, they are acknowledging that the new covenant is within your heart, not the land
and in the Old Testament, life was in the land. Now, in the New Covenant, life in the Spirit, that's where
the life is, not in the land, but in the spirit, so it's no surprise now that they are dispossessing themselves
or giving out the land, and giving it up, because now the in the Old Testament, it was in the land. Now
what's in the Spirit, and it's not limited by geography, this kingdom is not limited by geography. We
don't have to go to Jerusalem every year. Where do we go now? Wherever the altar is, wherever there
is a church, all over the world. Everyone was saying the same thing today in the Catholic Church, all over
the world. And so, we're not limited by geography anymore. It's not one city, it's not in land and things,
it's in the heart. And there's no stopping us, and the early church is a good example of this moving out
further and further and further.

We move from there to chapter five, and it turns our attention to analyze Ananias and Saphira, this
husband and wife. This wasn't their fate. This should be read in stark contrast in juxtaposition to what
we just read, that they all were in unity, one mind, one heart, they were filled with the Holy Spirit. Now
we move over to Ananias and Saphira, and it's kind of the opposite most believers were filled with the
Spirit back in ACTS 4:31 but this couple allowed the enemy Satan to fill their hearts. And it starts off and
says, but a man named Ananias with his wife Saphira sold a piece of property, and with his wife's
knowledge he kept back some of the proceeds and brought only a part and laid it at the apostles’ feet.
But Peter said to Ananias,

Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart to lie to the Holy Spirit and to keep back part of the
proceeds of the land. While it remained unsold did not it remain your own, and after it was sold
was it not at your disposal? How is it that you have contrived this deed in your heart? You have

not lied to men, but to God.
So, you see when you lied you thought it was to men, but you lied to God.
When Ananias heard these words, he fell down and died. And they carried him away. And after a
bit of time his wife came home, and they said, Tell me whether you sold the land for so much and
she said, Yes for so much. Then Peter said to her, How is it that you have agreed together to tempt
the Spirit of the Lord?

And then she dies and falls over. But we read that, and we think, WOW, that seems kind of harsh. Yeah,
that's wild. What actually happened here? Well, the donations to the early church were completely and
totally voluntary. You didn't have to give up. You didn't have to. It was a voluntary thing to give to the
Lord. So, Ananias and Saphira were free to keep some of the proceeds to the land, or all of the proceeds
to the land, the amount that they gave isn't the issue but the fact that everybody else might have given
everything and they only two-thirds. Their problem was that they misled the apostles by giving the
appearance that they had donated their proceeds to the apostles and to the church, the Apostolic
Church, and this gave the false impression of being honest and generous. Now, the closest thing that |
can think of to this story in the Old Testament, is the story of ACHAN in the book of Joshua 7. In the
book of Joshua, the children of Israel cross over the Jordan, and they're going to take Jericho, and
there's so much wickedness in Canaan, and Jericho specifically, along with a number of other cities that
God gives instructions to Israel to utterly destroy Jericho, utterly. We read that sometimes like oh | don't
like that, but God has his reasons. And when we try to go into that in our Bible timelines, we go through
the great adventure. But he says | want you to totally destroy it, it is an offering to the Lord, a holocaust
in Hebrew called herem warfare, and it's because of the wickedness of the people in Jericho. Well, God
gives specific instructions, keep nothing for yourself. It all belongs to the Lord keep nothing for yourself.
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And they go and they take Jericho, and then they go on to the next city which is a real teeny, tiny city
and they're beaten. That next city is named, Ai. It's like taking Minneapolis St. Paul (Jericho), and then
you get defeated at some small city like Council Bluffs, lowa, you get defeated there, you take on
Minneapolis St. Paul, you defeat them, you get defeated yourself at a small city a few miles away. And
when they defeated Jericho, one man by the name of Achan took some of the loot and hid it in his tent.
So, when they went on to Ai, they were utterly defeated at Ai, and they found that it was one man by
the name of Achan whose sin held back the entire movement, and this was the old exodus from Egypt,
from bondage from Egypt they came out, and they're getting ready now to take the land and move
forward with the plan. And it's at that time, that Achan pulls this, and they're defeated. They find out
who he is, and he is destroyed. And Pope John Paul Il, talks about this, and | think it's so practical. He
talks in his document on confession and sin. He said that there is no such thing as private sin. There is
no such thing as private sin, but private sin affects all of us. | can get in my car and drive 5000 miles
away into the woods where nobody knows I'm there, and | can do whatever type of sin | might do and
get back in my car and drive back to the Twin Cities, and think, this didn't bother anybody. Whatever |
did, might rob a bank, whatever- it didn't bother anybody. But the Holy Father Pope John Paul Il said
that it affects all of us. Because of the solidarity that we experienced with one another, what we do, and
experience affects others. And that's what happened with Achan, it held up the entire new movement
of God into the land, and that kind of reminds me of what's happening with Ananias and Saphira right
here, is that they did not lie to men; they lied to the Holy Spirit. And in AD 381 at the first council of
Constantinople, they actually decided on this, that the Holy Spirit is a person, not that he wasn't before.
the Church didn't make Him a person, but they had to define that because there were doctrinal
problems. So, the Church has always believed that the Holy Spirit is a person and as we've learned in the
last few weeks, the Holy Spirit is the active person in guiding and leading this adventure, this new
exodus from bondage. And so, at the very beginning here, | can't help but believe that it is a critical that
we are one unity, and that we are not pretending to be what we are not, because that is going to slow
us down and that is going to stop the movement of God. And so, chapter five and verse three, mentions
that you have not lied to you no man you've lied to the Holy Spirit. Satan filled your heart to lie to the
Holy Spirit, and to keep back part of the proceeds of the land. So that is a tremendous lesson in the early
Church about how one person’s sin will affect all of us.
Then we move on from the Ananias and Saphira incident there to verse 12 .

Now many signs and wonders were done among the people by the hands of the apostles,

and they were all together in Solomon's portico, none of the rest dare join them,
but the people held them in high honor.

In verse 12 there is mentioned signs and wonders. We have to remember who is writing this. Luke is
writing it and he wrote the gospel of Luke, and he wrote ACTS as one to begin with, and his overarching
theme is the exile and return. And from his perspective, Jesus is ushering this exodus from sin and
return to God, and Luke seems to be demonstrating this new exile, not only in the life of Christ but also
in the Church. The church follows the pattern of Jesus with this expression, now many signs and
wonders were done among the people. We heard this earlier in ACTS 2:19 and it occurs many other
times in the Bible and particularly in the book of Acts, this idea of signs and wonders. You can see it in
ACTS 4:30, ACTS 4:30, ACTS 6:8, ACTS 14: 3, ACTS 15: 12. And the same expression is heard over and
over again. In Exodus when they came out of Egypt, God did mighty works and showed signs through
Moses. So, the idea of signs and wonders accompanying an exodus is important to understand what is
happening here. When we're going to see this comparison stand out later in Stephen’s speech right
before he is stoned.
Moving on in ACTS 15:14 (I love this verse), it says,

And more than ever, believers were added to the Lord; multitudes both of men and women
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so that they even carried out the sick, into the streets and laid them on beds and pallets that as
Peter came by at least his shadow might fall on some of them.
Can you imagine this, | mean they've got people on pallets and they got people that are sick, and what
are they thinking about the apostles, they're looking at things like this, where the sun is, you know, the
sun is, | mean these are the people carrying the sick, not the apostles, but the people carrying the sick,
they're looking at where the sun is and the angle of the sun and shadows and guessing that when the
apostles walked by their shadow is going to land right there and they're getting their sick lined up so just
the shadow of the apostles will hit it. That says a couple of things to me.
1. Oneisthat Christ is truly working through the church, even in their shadows.
Ever felt like you were always in the shadows. You're not out there you know in the limelight, you're in
the shadows. Well God can use a shadow. He can even use your Shadow if you're in the right place at
the right time; He can use your Shadow and | want to get back to that, but God can use your shadow,
But | also think about the tremendous association there is between the Church and Jesus. And that
everyone standing around realizes that the Church is doing the work of Christ ; tremendous things are
happening when Christians come around and how | long for that; you long for that for a day when just
knowing that someone is a Christian means that there's hope in the room, hoping that things can
happen; things can change. But this idea about shadows reminds me of Sacramentals in the Catholic
Church. A sacramental is different than a sacrament. A Sacrament is an actual encounter with Christ.
Confession, Eucharist, marriage; a sacramental is a sign of that. And we have Sacramentals that we use,
Holy Water, a scapular, a rosary, a cross; a number of different types of Sacramentals that remind us of
what it signifies, but we also hear wonderful stories in the Church of people who their lives are changed
because of the some type of virtue passing through a sacramental whether it's a cross or holy water or
an image, a sacred image, whatever it might be. And we as Catholics are incarnational?; we're not just
spirit but we are bodies, and it reminds me of how God uses the things of this world to speak to us and
can communicate to us. And I'm also reminded how often we are criticized by our Protestant brothers
and sisters because of the pictures that we have, because of the holy water, or the rosaries that we
carry. And yet, if you really examine Protestant circles which | was a pastor for 12 years, they subscribed
very much to Sacramentals. Let me explain.
Later in the book of Acts people are touching one of the apostles’ garments and someone was healed.
So that a light of Christ is passed even through a garment, and we talk in the Catholic Church about first,
second, and third degree relics?, the bone of a saint. We talk about clothing even that the saint wore,
which might be a third-class relic or a second-class relic. And that's very powerful. And sometimes
people don't understand us, yet I've turned television on before, and I've seen big name evangelists who
have done a number of things, like, put your hand on the screen and | will put my hand up to the camera,
and let's pray. I've seen that. I've seen people who have said, | will cut off a piece of clothing from your
clothes or some kind of fabric around your house, mail it in, and | will lay my hands upon it, and mail it
back to you for healing. | have seen people send in prayer requests where people will lay their hands on
the prayer requests. I've seen all kinds of this, and yet we're criticized for doing this as Catholics, yet | see
all kinds of denominations doing varying degrees of this all the time. We pray and ask for those who
have gone before us to intercede for us, pray for us. We ask the saints to pray for us, and we may be
criticized for that yet not too long ago in one of the leading evangelical/charismatic journals, the main
story was about a young woman in her 30s who lost her husband due to cancer, And the whole article
was about the fact that he has not really left her. He's still with her, she asked for him to pray every day
in heaven for her, and even feels his presence around her. And yet, for us it's been doctrine all this time.
It's been doctrine, the communion of the saints. And so, it's kind of a tangent on this idea of the
shadow falling upon the sick and they, they are healed, but it really screams loudly at me at the opinion
that the bystanders had of the apostles, and what they were capable of doing because Jesus was with
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them and that is powerful. When people come to us and say, do something, do something, we have the
Lord Jesus in our lives. And so then in verse 17, we move on, and it says,
But the high priest rose up, and all who are with him. (That is the party of the Sadducees) and

filled with jealousy, they arrested the apostles and put them in the common prison; but at night

an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out and said go and stand in the temple
and speak to the people all the words of this life. And when they heard this, they entered
the temple at daybreak.

and talked. Isn't this beautiful? They are taken by the Sadducees, arrested; put into a common prison,
and while they're in the common prison, something happens, something beautiful happens, they are
freed from prison by an angel and the angel says, Go back to where you were and start preaching again.
Notice the angels are even in on this, you know it's like, forget about that. Get back there and continue
to preach the gospel and so they do. And one of the points | wanted to make here is something that's
brought up in the Epistle to the Hebrews. How many of you have wondered at one time or another if
you had experienced some kind of angelic interaction? Anybody kind of wonder about that? At times,
I've wondered that too. I've had some things that have happened in my life that I'd never go out on a
limb and say, This is what happened... but | sure walked around for a couple days scratching my head
wondering how did that happen, how did that happen? In Hebrews it says that we should be hospitable.
We should show hospitality and be kind to people. Why? Because some have entertained angels,
unaware. (Heb 13:2)L And that is really a challenge to us that in the course of this mission that we're on,
we're not alone. That is a word of encouragement that | want to give you that not only are we not alone
because Christ is living in a spirit of God is living in us. We have internal direction and power and
courage from the spirit that changed Peter, and a whole generation of men and women, but we also
have activity from without. | mean this is'incredible to me. On the mission, we have power from within,
direction on how to live our lives, and where to go but we have activity from without. We have angelic
activity helping us. And | wonder if we could turn the switch on and we could see what's happening in
the spirit realm around us, | wonder how that would change our life. | wonder if God said, I'm going to
let you see for the next hour in the course of your daily life. Let's say you're at work or something and I'm
going to let you see what | see for the next hour, what would it do to our daily life, how would it change
us? | think it would change us radically when we'd see Guardian Angels, archangels, demons; you'd see
conflict, you'd see manipulation, you'd see blessings, you'd see miracles, all this going on while thinking,
WOW, what | see here now (if in fact you're all really people), may be God training me and you are really
all angels, and you’re in some kind of school. But you see the WORD, you see the stones, you see people
here in cameras and everything else, what else is in here.? What else is going on? And this is the realm
that we're living in, and | think sometimes least | speak to myself, we need to be sort of jolted into Hey,
wake up. There's a battle going on, there's an agenda, there are things going on and you can't see that
angelic activity. And | hear from people all the time, telling stories about angels, and so we need to be
kind to every person we meet, it might be an angel (unaware). You never know. And | think that when
we get to heaven, hopefully, when we get to heaven, and we can sit down with that heavenly DVD of
our life and look back. Maybe there's a button we can press where we can just highlight and read all of
the angelic encounters, Oh, look. It’s Uncle Fred. But | think this is going to be fascinating to do. And
there's also a word of encouragement here, and that is if you get into a difficult situation in proclaiming
the gospel, doing what is right, God has always got a visible backup around you. He always does,
whether you're at the hospital visiting with your son, whether you are at the school with your children,
at work, wherever it might be, there's more than you there. | am reminded of the Old Testament with
Elijah. Elijah fought the prophets of Baal, Jezebel, and Ahab, and he was hiding, and he was exhausted,
and he was depressed after this victory. And God came to him and said, You know, what's the deal,
Elijah? and He said, You know I'm the only one. and God, basically said oh, boy, He said I've got 1000s
more like you, there's more. | have more here than you can see right now. And | think that's the case
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with our lives. Also, the angel of the Lord. And so, they went back, and they entered the temple at
daybreak, and they continue to teach and then the high priest came and those who are with him and
call together the council; that council is the Sanhedrin. That's the 70 who are in charge, the 70 leaders,
the council and all the Senate of Israel and sent to the prison to have them brought. But when the
officers came, they weren't there. Where were they? They're out in the temple preaching. So, they got
them, and they went out and got them and they put them back into jail and then brought them back
before them. It says in verse 24, Now when the captain of the temple and the chief priests heard these
words, they were much perplexed about them, wondering what this would come to, and someone came
and told them, they're out there the temple again preaching, and the captain with the officers went and
brought them, but without violence, for they were afraid of being stoned by the people. And when they
had brought them, they set them before the council and the high priest questioned them saying, We
strictly charged you, not to teach in this NAME, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with your teaching,
and you intend to bring this man's blood upon us. The Peter and the apostles answered, we must obey
God rather than men. That God of our fathers raised Jesus whom you killed by hanging them on a tree
and he goes into that speech. Verse 29 is kind of a repetition of where we were last session, we must
obey God rather than men (talking about civil disobedience). The goal for the church is to raise the bar
for all of society to the, the place of God's law, but in the areas where society is lagging behind God's
law and we're pressured or forced into obeying the laws of this land rather than the laws of God when
they contradict then we have to disobey, but the civil disobedience that the Catechism talks about in
article 450 and article 2242, that is civil disobedience. That is colored with charity and love and justice
and meekness and gentleness, firmness, courage. It isn't a showoff. It's not a you're out way in their
face. I'm not used to thumbing my whatever in someone's face, but we don't do that, we walk in charity,
and we walk in love. In fact, this civil disobedience was the key to the spread of the gospel in the first
four centuries. When the early Christians were arrested because they would not keep quiet about the
NAME of Jesus, they were arrested and they were brought to the Coliseum, they were brought to other
venues and wild beasts were unleashed upon them, they were burned alive with fire, and the Romans
stood around and historians recorded their testimony that many of the guards stood around and they
listened to the testimony in the civil disobedience of the early Christians and they themselves on the
spot, put down their swords, and said, you might as well fillet me too because | becoming one of them.
There was such power in their witness, not in a cockiness, but in the gentleness and love, and courage
and fearlessness. What Jesus Christ had done in their life, it changed the whole known world, the blood
of the martyrs became the seed of the church and evangelization. And one day, hopefully all of
society’s law will be where Jesus is and where the church is. But until then, we're going to have to have
exercised civil disobedience when we are called upon to do those things that are against God's law. And
so, right after this in verse 33, When they heard this, they were enraged and wanted to kill them.
They're pretty mad but one Pharisee by the NAME of Gamaliel (he was a teacher of the law held an
honor by all the people) stood up and ordered the men to be put outside for a while. So here is
Gamaliel, a Pharisee, considered the top teacher of the day, he is Paul's instructor at this time. Paul's a
student of Gamaliel and Gamaliel says, Can you put these guys outside for just a second? Shut the door |
have to talk here for a minute. So, he brings up the topic to everybody in that Senate that has come
together. And he said, Look, Men of Israel, the door is shut, these guys are outside( the apostles),
Gamaliel says,

Men of Israel, listen to me. Listen to me and take care what you do with these guys. Before these day,
Theudas arose, giving himself out to be somebody, and a number of men about 400 join him. But he was
slain, and all who followed him were dispersed. And it came to nothing. And do you remember after him

a man by the name of Judas the Galilean Judas the Galilean arose in the days of the census and drew

away some of the people after him. He also perished, and all who followed him were scattered.
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Now Judas the Galilean was a man who led a mighty revolt against Rome when Rome raised the taxes in
AD 6 and he led this revolt and his strategy was the sword, that they would pick up swords, and they
would come at Rome, and they would force change, and it didn't work. It didn't work. But Judas the
Galilean was the one who started the sect within Judaism called the zealots. That's where the Zealots
came from. And here's Gamliel saying, Do you remember, Judas, the Galilean? Do you remember the tax
and AD 6? Do you remember his revolt? It's come to nothing. He came to nothing. And then he said in
verse 38, So in the present case, | will tell you keep away from these men and let them alone. Let them
go. Don't bug them. For if this undertaking is of men, it's going to fail. (| also gave you Judas, the
Galilean, it kind of fail. Don't waste your energy on this.) But if it's of God, you will not be able to
overthrow them. You might even be found opposing God. That's something. So, I'm wondering if
Gamaliel, the great rabbi, the great Pharisee has a hunch that these guys might be on target. He has a
hunch. | don't know, be an interesting thing to find out a little bit later on. So, what did they do? Did
they take his advice or not? They took his advice and when they called in the apostles, they beat them. |
don't quite figure that out, if you're going to take his advice leave these guys alone, Okay guys, just get
out of here, just don't do the thing with the NAME of Jesus. just-Y¥anni, they come in, they beat them, and
charge them not to speak in the NAME of Jesus and let them go. So it tells me at that point that this
Sanhedrin and the secret meeting with the apostles, is more about the reputation that the leadership
has in front of the Roman government and that we can't cause this kind of stir, we're not going to let it
get out of hand, but we don't think it's going to become a lot, but if we give a lot of attention to it, we're
giving credence to it. What are we doing here? Don't do anything. All right, beat them. You know, they
come in, smack them up real good. Let him know we don't approve of this, and then let him go outside,
rather than smacking around publicly or killing public, because remember, it's something they wanted to
kill, they wanted to kill. So, after they left the Sanhedrin (I love this next verse), verse 41, They left the
presence of the council, rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the NAME and
every day in the temple and at home. They did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ. The
thing that | really like about that in verse 41 is that they left the presence of the council, rejoicing and
what were they rejoicing over? They were rejoicing over the fact that they were counted worthy to
suffer dishonor for the NAME, the NAME is what they walked in the power of, they walked in the NAME
of Jesus, and they were Dishonored, and they were beaten, because they walked in the NAME, and they
were rejoicing that they were worthy to be dishonored. What speaks to me so clearly here is their
attitude. And when they did what Jesus told them to do, they experienced opposition. They didn't walk
around saying, Why is this happening to me, why me, why now but when something happened, they
rejoiced in it. And this speaks for something very deep in the consciousness of the early church, and that
is what happened to Jesus is going to happen to us, and we're going to participate in His work. We're
going to participate in the redeeming of the world by joining ourselves with Jesus, with our suffering.
And | like so much what the Apostle Paul says in Colossians 1:24, | rejoice in my suffering. Notice all
these people rejoicing in their suffering. Now let's just pause there for just a second. In the last week,
those of you watching by way of video, listening in your car and the CD, those of you here with me this
evening in the last week, when you suffered did you rejoice? Did you rejoice, or did you say, Why me,
why here why now? Because these individuals here in Acts 5, they know exactly what they're doing, and
they rejoice. This is what Paul said, I rejoice in my suffering for your sake. And | fill up in my body, that
which is lacking in the sufferings of Christ. I'm filling up with my suffering; I'm filling up that which is
lacking in the sufferings of Christ. Now what could possibly be lacking in the sufferings of Christ? What
did he not do that | had to do? The answer's, nothing. John Paul Il said,

Nothing but in order that you would come to know Him and that you would identify with his mission

and his love, the love of the TRINITY, He has made room in his suffering for you to come and
participate. It is a small particle from the infinite redemption of the world.
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You have a small particle that you can offer up and participate in the redemption of the world. And why
does He want you to do that? Why does He want us to go out and to do His work? He wants us to know
the love of the Trinity, and for this period of time on Earth there will be suffering, but that suffering will
be productive, and it will help in the saving of souls around the world; dependent upon what we do with
it, whether we scream and yell and cry. Why me, why me? Or we say, What a privilege. And | think I've
shared it with a lot of you and some of you that are on video that have seen our studies in the past that |
realized that number of years ago | went through a terrible neck problem. And in years past, before that
| would have said, Why me, why now? That timing isn't good. But then the Lord taught me something;
that he loved me so much that He allowed me to participate with Him. And that's what's happening here
in the early church, is that they're going through the sufferings of Christ and participating, and their
knowledge of Christ is becoming deeper and deeper and deeper, and this, and | can't emphasize it
enough and I'm saying it to myself, This is how the world changed. The world did not change by having
the best set of tapes to pass around. The world did not change by having a podcast to listen to. The
world did not change by having the greatest video series. The world changed by everyday people doing
what Christ told them to do and offering up the suffering in union with Christ to redeem the world.
That's what changed the Roman Empire, that fifth kingdom, the kingdom of Christ, that little kingdom
with that little stone hewn from a mountain without hands that Daniel talks about in Daniel 2, that
topples the Roman Empire. It's men and women in prisons. It's men and women going through
difficulties that are walking through it with love and courage and discipline. That's what changed the
world. That's what we're seeing here in the book of Acts. So, they left the presence of the council,
rejoicing that they were counted worthy to suffer dishonor for the NAME, and every day in the temple
and at home they did not cease teaching and preaching Jesus as the Christ.
Let's pray. In the NAME of the Father and the Son of the Holy Spirit, Lord Jesus. Without you we are
nothing. We are nothing. We need you desperately in our lives and thank you so much for being a
part of our lives. Open up our hearts and minds to your will, your agenda, what you want us to do.
And Lord, let us embrace life fully those things that are difficult but as we embrace them, those,
those times, Lord, where there doesn't seem to be any problem. May we rejoice, but in all things
Lord, we rejoice in you and walk-through life knowing that you're living your life through us. Lord, we
pray and we long for the days that we read about in scripture where you use
common people like us to do extraordinary things in your NAME. Be glorified Lord, in everything
that we do. We offer up all of our suffering, to you in Jesus’ name. In the NAME of the Father, son and
Holy Spirit. Amen

! Living Incarnationally https://reknew.org/2016/12/living-incarnationally/

The Christian faith is centered on the belief that in Jesus Christ God became a human being. This is commonly
referred to as the doctrine of the incarnation. It means that in Jesus, God became embodied. God left the blessed
domain of heaven, was born in Bethlehem, and took on our humanity that we might share in the blessedness of
heaven. He took on our sin so that we might share in his righteousness. He entered the domain of Satan’s
oppressive reign to free us and transform the world into a domain of his loving reign. Jesus is God’s loving
embodiment in the world.

As the embodiment of God, Jesus perfectly manifested what God is like. This is why the New Testament authors
refer to Jesus as the Word of God (John 1:1), the image of God (Col 1:15), and the perfect expression of God’s very
essence (Heb 1:3). It’s why Jesus could say, “Anyone who has seen me has seen the Father” (John 14:9). Because
Jesus is the embodiment of God, all of our thinking about God must be centered upon him.

But the earliest Christians understood that the incarnation wasn’t just about what God did once upon a time in
Jesus. Because Jesus reveals who God really is, the incarnation tells us something about what God is always doing.
It’s also about the incarnation of God today. While there’s only one incarnate Son of God, God is always
embodying himself in the world. He does this primarily by identifying with those who submit their lives to him. This
is why Jesus followers are collectively referred to as “the Body of Christ.” We are, in a very real sense, an extension
of Jesus’ earthly body. We are God'’s hands, feet, and mouth in the world. This is illustrated by the two volumes
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written by Luke. The gospel of Luke is about the ministry of Jesus, and Acts is about the early church. Luke opens
Acts by noting that in his “former book” he wrote about “all that Jesus began to do and to teach” (Acts 1:1). The
second book then is about all that Jesus continues to do and to teach. The Gospel was about what God did through
Jesus’ incarnate body, while Acts is about what God continues to do through Jesus’ second, corporate body.

The followers of Jesus are called to imitate God in all things (Eph 5:1-2). This includes imitating his incarnational
love in the ways we fully enter into the life of others. We are called to live incarnationally. Jesus reveals that God is
a God who is willing to set aside the blessedness of his own domain and become fully present to others. So too, we
are called to be a people who are willing to set aside the comforts and conveniences of our own lives and become
fully present to others. This is part of what it means to “be imitators of God” and “live in love as Christ loved us and
gave his life for us” (Eph 5:1-2). As we live incarnationally, God himself is continuing to be embodied in the world.

2Relics: Catholic Answers - https://www.catholic.com/tract/relics

Many non-Catholics particularly shy away from the sacramental aspects of Catholicism—and not from the seven
sacraments only. What they dislike is the mixing of spirit and matter, the gift of something spiritual —grace—by
means of physical things. That, after all, is what the sacraments are. This tendency to drive a wedge between spirit
and matter stems from age-old heresies known as Dualism, Marcionism, and Manichaeism. Marcion in particular
taught that the God of the Old Testament was evil in creating matter, but the God of the New Testament is a
different and good God, who raises us to the level of spirit. The less one is entrapped by matter, the closer one is
to God. Needless to say, this does not fit well with the sacraments—or with the Incarnation!

In the sacraments, common material things such as water, wine, bread, oil, and the imposition of hands result in
the giving of grace. Related to the sacraments are the sacramentals, objects such as medals, blessed palms, holy
water, and ashes. Their use can lead people to receive or respond to grace. Many non-Catholics wrongly believe
that the Church teaches that these sacramentals actually provide grace. But one of the biggest problems for non-
Catholics are the relics of saints—the bones, ashes, clothing, or personal possessions of the apostles and other holy
people that are held in reverence by the Church and sometimes associated with miraculous healings and other acts
of God.

This is how Bart Brewer, ex-priest and head of Mission to Catholics International, phrases the complaint in his
autobiography, Pilgrimage from Rome:

“Another dogma that has bothered Catholics for centuries is the veneration of relics and the claims that they have
magical powers. Even Martin Luther wondered how there could be twenty-six apostles buried in Germany, when
there were only twelve in the entire Bible! It is said that if all the pieces of the cross displayed in Catholic churches
were assembled together, it would take a ten-ton truck to carry them. It is clear that most ‘relics’ are frauds.
Furthermore, there is nothing in the Bible that supports the veneration of relics, even if they are genuine” (page
132).

This is a unique paragraph in that each sentence in it contains one or two blunders. Let’s go through them.

The first is the claim that the veneration of relics has “bothered Catholics for centuries.” Considering the high
regard Catholics have had for relics throughout the years, this is absurd. It hasn’t been Catholics who have been
bothered—it has been non-Catholics (and ex-Catholics).

What’s more, the Church does not claim that relics have “magical powers.” Note that Brewer cites no Catholic
work that makes such a claim—because there isn’t any. The sacramental system is the opposite of magic. In magic,
something material is regarded as the cause of something spiritual; in other words, a lower cause is expected to
produce a higher effect.

No Magic in Sacraments

The sacraments (and, derivatively, sacramentals and relics) don’t compel God to work in a certain way. Their use
depends on God, who established their efficacy, so their effects are divine, not natural, in their origin. It is God
who sanctions the use of relics; it is not a matter of men “overpowering” God through their own powers or the
powers of nature, which is what magic amounts to.

When Jesus healed the blind man in John 9:1-7, did the Lord use magic mud and spittle? Was it actually a magic
potion he mixed in the clay, or was it simply that Jesus saw fit to use matter in association with the conferral of his
grace? The Lord is no dualist. He made matter, he loves matter, and he had no qualms about becoming matter
himself to accomplish our redemption.

In the next sentence Brewer casts ridicule on relics by referring to Luther’s comment, but the rejoinder should
have been obvious to him. Apart from the fact that there are more than twelve apostles mentioned in the Bible
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(there are at least sixteen, counting Paul, Barnabas, James the Just, and Matthias), there is no reason to think that
the whole of a saint’s skeleton must be kept in one reliquary. In fact, from what we know about the way early
Christians preserved the bones of those killed during the persecutions, that would be unusual. More commonly,
the saint’s bones were divided up, so various communities could have a portion of his relics: the skull here, a hand
there, other bones elsewhere. So, it would be proper for several cities to claim to have the relics of a single saint.
Ten-Ton Truck or Warship?

Now for the classic argument. As Brewer phrases it, if all the alleged pieces of the True Cross were gathered
together, “it would take a ten-ton truck to carry them.” That’s a modern way to put the charge. It used to be said
the pieces would be enough to build a warship, but warships aren’t made out of wood any longer.

Either way, the charge is nonsense. In 1870, a Frenchman, Rohault de Fleury, catalogued all the relics of the True
Cross, including relics that were said to have existed but were lost. He measured the existing relics and estimated
the volume of the missing ones. Then he added up the figures and discovered that the fragments, if glued
together, would not have made up more than one-third of a cross. The scandal wasn’t that there was too much
wood. The scandal was that most of the True Cross, after being unearthed in Jerusalem in the fourth century, was
lost again!

Brewer’s next charge is this: “It is clear that most ‘relics’ are frauds.” It isn’t clear at all. Certainly nothing he said
indicates that. Have there been any frauds? Sure. But in most cases, relics are either known to be genuine or there
is some reason to think they may be genuine, even if complete proof is impossible.

Take the famous Shroud of Turin, which scientists have been examining for some years. The scientists admit their
experiments cannot establish that the Shroud is the actual burial cloth of Christ—they admit that is impossible—
but they also say they might be able to eliminate the possibility of forgery. That is, they apparently are
demonstrating that the Shroud was a burial cloth that was wrapped around someone who was crucified in the
same manner as Christ, perhaps at about the same time he was crucified (there is considerable dispute about the
age of the Shroud, and the carbon-14 tests that have been performed on the Shroud have been defective), and in
the same area he was crucified.

Most relics cannot be fakes because most relics are the bones of ordinary saints of history who were well known
and whose remains were never lost in the first place.

The Church has never pronounced that any particular relic—even that of the cross—is genuine. But the Church
does approve of honor being given to the relics that can with reasonable probability be considered authentic.

No Veneration?

Finally, Brewer claims that “there is nothing in the Bible that supports the veneration of relics, even if they are
genuine.” Again, not so.

One of the most moving accounts of the veneration of relics is that of the very body of Christ itself. Rather than
leaving his body on the cross, to be taken down and disposed of by the Romans (as was the customary practice),
Joseph of Arimathea courageously interceded with Pilate for Christ’s body (Mark 15:43, John 19:38). He donated
his own, newly hewn tomb as Christ’s resting place (Matt. 27:60). Nicodemus came and donated over a hundred
pounds of spices to wrap inside Jesus’ grave clothes (John 19:39), that amount of spices being used only for the
most honored dead. And after he was buried, the women went to reverently visit the tomb (Matt. 28:1) and to
further anoint Christ’s body with spices even though it had already been sealed inside the tomb (Mark 16:1, Luke
24:1). These acts of reverence were more than just the usual courtesy shown to the remains of the dead; they
were special respect shown to the body of a most holy man—in this case, the holiest man who has ever lived, for
he was God Incarnate.

Relics in Early Christianity

The veneration of relics is seen explicitly as early as the account of Polycarp’s martyrdom written by the
Smyrnaeans in A.D. 156. In it, the Christians describe the events following his burning at the stake: “We took up his
bones, which are more valuable than precious stones and finer than refined gold, and laid them in a suitable place,
where the Lord will permit us to gather ourselves together, as we are able, in gladness and joy and to celebrate the
birthday of his martyrdom.”

In speaking of the veneration of relics in the early Church, the anti-Catholic historian Adolph Harnack writes, “[N]o
Church doctor of repute restricted it. All of them rather, even the Cappadocians, countenanced it. The numerous
miracles which were wrought by bones and relics seemed to confirm their worship. The Church therefore would
not give up the practice, although a violent attack was made upon it by a few cultured heathens and besides by the
Manichaeans” (Harnack, History of Dogma, tr., IV, 313).
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In the fourth century the great biblical scholar, Jerome, declared, “We do not worship, we do not adore, for fear
that we should bow down to the creature rather than to the creator, but we venerate the relics of the martyrs in
order the better to adore him whose martyrs they are” (Ad Riparium, i, P.L., XXII, 907). "

Relics in Scripture

Keep in mind what the Church says about relics. It doesn’t say there is some magical power in them. There is
nothing in the relic itself, whether a bone of the apostle Peter or water from Lourdes that has any curative ability.
The Church just says that relics may be the occasion of God’s miracles, and in this the Church follows Scripture.
The use of the bones of Elisha brought a dead man to life: “So Elisha died, and they buried him. Now bands of
Moabites used to invade the land in the spring of the year. And as a man was being buried, lo, a marauding band
was seen and the man was cast into the grave of Elisha; and as soon as the man touched the bones of Elisha, he
revived, and stood on his feet” (2 Kgs. 13:20-21). This is an unequivocal biblical example of a miracle being
performed by God through contact with the relics of a saint!

Similar are the cases of the woman cured of a hemorrhage by touching the hem of Christ’s cloak (Matt. 9:20-22)
and the sick who were healed when Peter’s shadow passed over them (Acts 5:14-16). “And God did extraordinary
miracles by the hands of Paul, so that handkerchiefs or aprons were carried away from his body to the sick, and
diseases left them, and the evil spirits came out of them” (Acts 19:11-12).

If these aren’t examples of the use of relics, what are? In the case of Elisha, a Lazarus-like return from the dead
was brought about through the prophet’s bones. In the New Testament cases, physical things (the cloak, the
shadow, handkerchiefs and aprons) were used to effect cures. There is a perfect congruity between present-day
Catholic practice and ancient practice. If you reject all Catholic relics today as frauds, you should also reject these
biblical accounts as frauds.
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