Fr. David A. Richter

613 N Broadway Street

Linton, ND 58552

fdarichter@gmail.com
701-254-4400
Brother Priests,
I have been using Lighthouse Catholic CDs in my parishes for the past few years and I would like to share with you a small part of my experience. When I began this ministry, I was the pastor of three small parishes in western North Dakota. I served approximately 250 households and was 40 miles from the nearest priest. We began with 9 CD titles, 33 of each; we placed two more orders within three months and had to order some extra of a few of the CDs. It seems like a large amount for so few people and you may ask how this can be? I believe that there are two key reasons: (1) I listened to them and (2) I promoted them, encouraging my people to listen to them for their own spiritual and intellectual growth.
Last summer, I was asked to become the pastor of three new parishes, nearly double the size of my previous assignment, in central North Dakota. I was excited that the churches had the Lighthouse CDs, but they were used little. After a few months, I decided to place a new order and began to promote them by simply highlighting one CD each week and integrating some of the material with homilies and referencing the CD. I also made it clear that the CDs are already paid for, by the parish, whether they listen to them or not, and that the only tragedy would be for them not to listen to them. I trusted that if they listen to them and gain insight to their faith and deepen their relationship with God, they would gladly respond generously to either the parish collection or the CD kiosk. 
The most valuable and limited resource for us and our parishioners is time. These CDs provide a wonderful use of time while traveling in the car or working at our computers. It is a mysterious reality that we as pastors or even as parents can speak many beautiful truths to our children and it never takes root, but if it is heard from a stranger it wonderfully strikes a cord. These great speakers on CD can give value to time that is often monotonous and at the same time evangelize God’s children in a most beautiful and fruitful way. I believe with all my heart that these CDs provide a retreat-type gift to our many parishioners who are not able to make a retreat to deepen their spiritual lives. While usually the CDs pay for themselves, even if it costs the parish a couple of hundred dollars a month, it is more than worth it. I have heard many responses that the CDs have given people new awareness of the sacraments and life in Christ. There are many ways to open parishioners to this valuable resource: as a penance, as a gift, as a reference CD to help prepare for sacramental celebrations, and countless other ways.
If you listen to them and are convicted of their benefit, your parishioners will hear it in you and follow your example. Please do not worry about the money. God will take care of that part when He is given access to His children’s hearts. 

Your brother in Christ,

Fr. David Richter

